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CHAPTER I. 


GENERAL. 


M. E. 1105 (August 1929—August 1930). 

Travancore (Ma.layalam-TiruuUamk.ur) is the most southern 
of the Indian States and occupies the south-west portion 
of the Indian Peninsula. It forms an 
S ituation irregular triangle, with its apex at Cape 

and Area. Comorin, between 8° 4’ and 10° 22’ 

North Latitude and between 76° 13’ and 
IT 38’ East Longitude. Travancore is bounded on the north 
by the State of Cochin and the British District of Coimbatore. 
The British Districts of Madura and Tinnevelly constitute its 
eastern boundary ; and on the west and south lie the Arabian 
Sea and the Indian Ocean. Travancore has an area of 7,625 
square miles, its extreme length from north to south being 174 
miles and its extreme width 75 miles. 

2, The Western Ghats form a continuous mountain chain of 
varying altitude from north to south, isolating Travancore from 
the Madras Presidency on the east and 
Physical conferring a distinctiveness on itsihistory 

Features. and culture. From the mountain heights 

walling in the State on the eastern boundary, 
the country undulates to the west over hills of dense vegetation 
till it reaches the cultivated plains which skirt the backwaters 
and the Arabian Sea. Extensive tea and cardamom plantations 
have sprung up on most of the higher elevations; pepper, 
rubber, ginger and turmeric flourish on the lesser uplands; and 
in both regions there are reserved forests of valuable timber 
both of virgin growth and of scientific planting. There are • 
stretches of paddy cultivation terraced along the valleys and 
paddy cultivation is also extensively carried on in the 



irrigated areas towards the south in Nanjinad and 
Edanad, and in the fens and the backwater reclama¬ 
tions in the north. The broad coast-belt and the shores 
of the backwaters are covered with dense cocoanut planta¬ 
tions, while all over the plains are grown in addition, around 
homesteads, a variety of trees such as the areca, the jack, the 
mango, the tamarind and the cashewnut tree. Tapioca is culti¬ 
vated almost everywhere in the lower levels and the raising of 
yams, beans and gram is not inconsiderable. The State reser¬ 
ved forests cover an extent of slightly less than a third of the 
entire area and are well timbered with teak, blackwood, ebony, 
jack, anjili, etc. The elephant, the leopard, the bison, the 
bear, the sambur and a variety of small game are plentiful in 
the forests. Among the characteristic features of the country 
are the broad lagoons or backwaters forming a cheap highway 
for traffic from the extreme north as far south as Trivandrum, 
connected by navigable canals along the entire littoral, and 
numerous streams and rivers flowing westward to the sea. 
Extremes of temperature are unknown in the low country, the 
prevailing characteristic of which is a warm humidity. But the 
country cools as it climbs to the bracing heights of Peermade, 
the Cardamom Hills, the High Range and the Ponmudi Hills. 
Travancore receives a share of both the South-West and the 
North-East monsoons, the former in a larger measure than the 
latter. The South-West monsoon begins about the middle of 
Edavam (May-June) and the North-East monsoon commences in 
the month of Thulam (October-November). The rainfall is 
generally heavy, averaging about 89 inches per annum- Rice, 
fish and tapioca form the staple food of the people. 

3. The population cf the State, according to the last decen¬ 
nial census taken in 1921, is 4,006,062 (2,032,553 males and 
1,973,509 females), which was an increase 

Population. of 16'8 per cent, over the figure at the 
previous census in 1911 which was 
3,428,975. There was thus in 1921 an average density of 
525 persons to the square mile. If the uninhabited areas com¬ 
prised in the reserved forests and the backwaters are excluded, 
the populated area is under_5,000 square miles and that would 
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have a density of population of approximately 801 to the square 
mile. Taking into account the increase during the decade that 
has almost elapsed since the last census, the present population 
may be about 4'4 millions, which would give, on the above 
bases, a density of 577 or 880, respectively, 
Distribution■ to the square mile. The principal towns 

are Trivandrum (the Capital), Nagercoil, 
Quilon, Kottayam, Alleppey, Changanachery, Shencotta and 
Colachel. Villages and village life are practically unknown 
except in parts of south Travancore. Elsewhere the conditions 
are rural or semi-rural and the people live in detached home¬ 
steads, each nestling in its own tree-planted and walled-in 
garden. Hinduism, the religion of the 
Religion. Ruling Family, is the predominant religion; 

and its followers, divided into various caste 
groupings, constituted about two-thirds (2,549,664) of the 
entire population at the census of 1921, while the denominations 
of Christians, including the ancient Syrian Christians, represented 
more than one-fourth (1,172,934), and the Mahomedans about 
one-fifteenth (270,478). The Hindus had increased by 1F7 
per cent., the Christians by 29'8 per cent., and the Mahomedans 
by 1 9‘4 per cent- during the last decennial period. There has 
long existed in the State a small body of European and Ameri¬ 
can residents and their number was approximately 680 in 1105. 
Except among a small section of immigrant Moslems and among 
the Malabar Brahmins known as Namputiries, 
Position of the purdah system is unknown in Travan- 
Women- core. Women generally enjoy great freedom 

in the State and this coupled with their general 
education has brought about their active participation in affairs. 

4. In area, Travancore occupies the seventeenth place among 
the Indian States and in population the third place. Hyderabad, 
which is eleven times as large as Travan- 
Traoancore com- core, is only thrice as populous. Mysore, 
pared with other Gwalior and the neighbouring Crown 
States- Colony of Ceylon are four times as exten¬ 

sive, but their population is only one and 
one-half, three-fourths and nine-eighths, respectively, of that of 
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Travancore. Baroda, though of about the same area, has only 
between one-half and three-fourths of its population. 


5. The early history of Travancore is in great part shrouded 
in tradition ; but there is little doubt that the Maha Raja is 
the representative of the Chera dynasty, one 
Historical sketch, of the three great Hindu dynasties which 
exercised sovereignty at one time in south 
India. In later historic times, the country now comprised in 
Travancore consisted of some four or five separate States, the 
more important of which were Attingal, Venad and Desinganad, 
and it was with these that the Portuguese, the Dutch, the Danes 
and the English first had relations. The English first settled at 
Anjengo which they obtained on a grant from the queen of 
Attingal in 1684. Martanda Varma, the son of the queen of 
Attingal, became in 1 729 the Adhipati of Venad. He succeeded 
in crushing the Ettuveetil Pillamar, the feudal chieftains of eight 
desams, who had striven against the power of the Rajas for over 
a century. Thereafter he grew in strength and power and, 
having amalgamated the Attingal State with Venad on a treaty 
engagement that none but the offspring of the Ranis of Attingal 
shall succeed to the amalgamated State, he proceeded on a 
campaign of conquest with the help of his able minister Ramayyan 
Dalava and the Venad Valia Capitan, Eustachius Benedictus 
De Lannoy, a Flemish soldier who had been captured in a fight 
with the Dutch and whom the Raja had befriended and raised 
to that high position. By the time of Martanda Varma’s death 
in 1 758, practically the whole of modern Travancore had been 
brought under his sway. He established order, settled the 
country and dedicated it to Sri Padmanabha Swami and he and 
his successors, Rajas or Ranis of Travancore, have since ruled 
as the Dasas or Seoinis of the Deity. In the wars in which the 
East India Company were engaged in the Carnatic and in 
Mysore in the eighteenth century, the Travancore State rendered 
military assistance to the Company. Travancore was reckoned 
as one of the staunchest allies of the British Power and was 
included in the Treaty made in 1 784 between the East India 
Company and the Sultan of Mysore. In view of the protection 
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of the State from possible inroads by Tippu Sultan, an arrange¬ 
ment was come to in 1788 with the East India Company, and in 
1795 a formal treaty was concluded, by which the Company 
agreed to protect Travancore from all foreign enemies. In 1805 
a new treaty was signed and the annual payment for a British 
subsidiary force was fixed at eight lakhs of British rupees. 
Since then the history of the State has been one of steady 
development and well-ordered progress under a succession of 
able and enlightened rulers. 

6. The official year in Travancore is reckoned according 
to the Malabar Era or the Koilam Era said to date from the 

rebuilding of Koilam or Quilon 1,106 

The Calendar. years ago. The year begins about the 
middle of August. The twelve months are 
named after the zodiacal signs, the longest month having 32 days 
and the shortest 29 days. There is no leap year as in the 
Gregorian Calendar. 

7. Travancore has its own coinage of the silver fanam 
(2'25 annas) ; the bronze chac\ram (6’74 pies) and the cash 

(0'42 pie). It mints also its own silver 

The Currency. half rupee (14 chackrams ) and quarter 
rupee (7 chackrams). The British fndian 
Rupee is also in free circulation. 

8. The State has its own postal service, known as the 
Anchal, and issues its own stamps. Its Anchal offices also 

transact savings bank business and issue 

The Anchal. hundies or money orders. 

The Ruling Family. 

9- His Highness Sri Padmanabha Dasa, Vanchi Pala, 
Rama Varma, Kulasekhara Kiritapathi, Manney Sultan, Maha 
Raja Raja Ramaraja Bahadur, Shamsher Jang, Maha Raja of 
Travancore, was born on the 7th November 1912, and his 
succession to the Musnad was recognised by the British Govern¬ 
ment on the ' 1 st September 1924. His Highness the Maha 
Raja is entitled to a salute of nineteen guns. Owing to the 
minority of His Highness the Maha Raja, Her Highness Sri 
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Padmanabha Sevini, Vanchi Dharma Vardhini, Raja Rajesvari, 
Maha Rani Setu Lakshmi Bhayi Maha Raja, Attingal Mootha 
Tampuran. (born on the } 9th November 1895) was proclaimed 
by the British Government ‘ ‘ Regent to rule the Travancore 
State and control the administration thereof until His Highness 
the Maha Raja shall have completed his eighteenth year and 
been formally invested with ruling powers.” Her Highness 
assumed ruling powers on the 1st September 1924. The 
Marumakkattayam law governs the succession to the Musnad 
which further is confined to the offspring of the Attingal Ranis. 
Her Highness the Maha Rani Regent and the Junior Maha Rani 
of Travancore (born on the 8th November 1896) were adopted 
into the family on the 31 st August 1900. His Highness the 
Maha Raja is the eldest son of the Junior Maha Rani- A 
daughter was born to the Junior Maha Rani on the 17th 
September 1916 and a second son on the 22nd March 1922. 
A daughter was born to Her Highness the Maha Rani Regent 
on the 30th December 1923 and a second daughter was born 
to Her Highness on the 23rd October 1926. 

10. Captain G. T. B. Harvey B. A. (Cantab.), continued 
as Tutor to His Highness the Maha Raja during the year. His 

Highness made very satisfactory progress 
Education of in his studies. The subjects to which His 
His Highness the Highness devoted attention in the previous 
Maha Raja. year were continued and to them was added 

a great deal of extra reading in the way of 
leaders in important newspapers, reviews and standard novels 
in English. The subject in which progress was most discerni¬ 
ble was English composition, in which His Highness has 
acquired a good deal of fluency and skill in choice of phrase. 

11. In the beginning of April 1930, Mr. P. C. Dutt of the 
Indian Civil Service was appointed Administrative Tutor to His 

Highness the Maha Raja and on the 20th 
Administrative of April His Highness proceeded to 
Training of His Bangalore for a course of training in 
Highness the administration. Regular lessons in general 
Maha Raja. education ceased by that time, though the 

practice of writing essays on set subjects 
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studied during the week was continued. Administrative training 
commenced with the study in outline of the Greek and Roman 
political theories and institutions. This was followed by a 
course of training in the practical details of administration by 
visits to typical villages in Mysore, where His Highness ac¬ 
quainted himself thoroughly with rural economy and village 
administration. His Highness studied in like manner the work 
of the various branches of the Taluk Office and of the Deputy 
Commissioner’s Office, the general principles of Survey and 
Settlement and the organisation and working of the Agricultural 
Department and the Chief Secretariat in Mysore. Educational 
visits to important engineering and irrigation works, agricultural 
laboratories and farms, hospitals, law courts and offices 
were planned and carried out. Simultaneously, important 
manuals like the Mysore Village Manual, the Manual of 
Council Rules and Regulations, and the Muzrai (Religious 
Endowment) Manual, the Criminal Procedure Code and 
the administration reports of departments were gone through. 
Before the close of the year, His Highness was also able to 
attend meetings of the Mysore Executive Council, the Repre¬ 
sentative Assembly and the Legislative Council as well as con¬ 
ferences at which important matters relating to public welfare 
were discussed. At all these meetings, His Highness followed 
the discussions with interest. Special mention may be made 
here of the great help rendered in this direction by the officials 
of the Mysore State, from the Head of the Administration down 
to the lowest village officer. Apart from the progress attained 
in education and the administrative training commenced at 
Bangalore, the year should prove a notable one in His Highness’s 
mental development. The establishment of a separate household 
for His Highness outside Travancore has, it is reported by the 
Tutors, produced greater self-reliance, initiative and power of 
decision, while frequent contact with the leading personages of 
an important State, with the social and sporting life of a city like 
Bangalore, and with the historical, architectural, agricultural and 
industrial interests of Mysore, has greatly widened his experience 
and enlarged his sympathies and interests. His Highness’s stay 
in Bangalore is expected to continue for a portion of the vear 
1106. 



The Viceregal Visit. 


12. The principal event of the year was the visit to the 
State, on the invitation of Her Highness the Maha Rani Regent, 
of the Right Hon’ble Edward Frederick Lindley Wood, Baron 
Irwin of Kirby-Under-Dale, Viceroy and Governor-General 
of India, and Her Excellency Lady Irwin. His Excellency, 
accompanied by Her Excellency Lady Irwin and the Viceregal 
party, left Bolghotty at 8 a. m. on the 2nd December 1929 and 
reached Kottayam at 9-30 a. m. At Kottayam, His Excel¬ 
lency visited the Valiapalli Church belonging to the Cnanaya 
Jacobite Syrian Diocese, where are set up the well-known 
Persian crosses. Their Excellencies left Kottayam at 11 a. m. 
the same day and reached Peermade at 1-30 i-.M. Leaving 
Peermade at 3 r. nr., Their Excellencies 
Stay at arrived at Thekkady at 4-15 i>. m. 

Edapalayam The party then crossed the Periyar Lake 

Shooting Camp. in a motor launch and reached the 
Shooting Camp located at Edapalayam 
where they remained from the 3rd to the 5th December. 
Arrangements for hunting and fishing had been made at the camp 
and some of the party availed themselves of the opportunity. 
Their Excellencies left the Shooting Camp at 8-30 A. M. on 
the 6th December and reached the Quilon Residency at 5 v. m. 
At Quilon, Their Excellencies witnessed a snake-boat display 
on the 1 hevally Lake. Their Excellencies left Quilon for Tri¬ 
vandrum at 9-30 a. m. on the 7th 
Arrival at Tri- December, and reached it at 12-10 r. .u. 
oandrum. A salute of 31 guns announced their arrival 

at the Capital. As Their Excellencies 
alighted from the car, a Guard of Honour of 100 rank and file 
of the Nayar Brigade, drawn up near the portico, presented 
arms and the band played the British National Anthem. His 
Highness the Maha Raja and Her Highness the Maha Rani 
Regent welcomed Their Excellencies. In the afternoon, Her 
Highness the Maha Rani Regent and His Highness the Maha 
Raja accompanied by the Junior Maha Rani paid informal visits 
to the illustrious guests. Their Excellencies returned the visit 
of Her Highness the Maha Rani Regent at the Thekketheruvu 
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Palace at 4-20 P. m. At 5 i*. M. Her Excellency Lady 
Irwin returned the visit of the Junior Maha Rani at the Kowdi- 
yarkunnu Palace. On the morning of Sunday, the 8th December, 
Their Excellencies attended Divine Service at the Syrian 
Church and the Anglican Church. At 12-30 p. m. His 
Excellency visited the Y. M. C. A. where he spent half an 
hour. In the afternoon, Her Excellency formally opened the 
Y. W. C. A. Hostel and visited the Women and Children’s 
Hospital. Her Highness the Maha Rani 
The State Regent entertained Their Excellencies to a 

Banquet. State Banquet at the Kanakakunnu Palace 

at 8-30 P. ir. The Museum and the 
Observatory buildings and the road from the Guest House to the 
Kanakakunnu Palace were brilliantly illuminated. In the presence 
of the guests assembled, His Excellency invested Her Highness 
the Maha Rani Regent with the insignia of the Order of the 
Crown of India which was conferred on Her Highness on the 
occasion of the 64th birthday of His Majesty the King Emperor. 
Her Highness proposed the health of Their Excellencies the 
Viceroy and Lady Irwin in felicitous terms, to which His 
Excellency responded in a short speech. After the Banquet, 
there was a fine display of fireworks. At 
Journey to Cape 9-30 a. u. on the 9th December, Their 
Comorin. Excellencies left Trivandrum for Cape 

Comorin, which they reached at 1 p. m. 
On the way, Their Excellencies visited educational and other 
institutions such as the Scott Christian College and the Salvation 
Army Hospital, Nagercoil. Their Excellencies left the Cape 
for Tinnevelly at 8 A. w. on the 10th December. Efficient 
arrangements were made for the comfort and convenience of 
Their Excellencies and the Viceregal party at every stage of 
their journey through the State. A special feature of the tour 
was the hearty and splendid welcome accorded to Their Excel¬ 
lencies by the people of the State, who thronged the routes along 
which Their Excellencies passed and flocked in tens of thousands 
to the Capital to get a sight of Their Excellencies. 
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The Round Table Conference in London. 

13. Sir MirzaM. Ismail, Dewanof Mysore, was nominated 
by the Government of India to represent the South Indian States 
at the Round Table Conference in London and Dewan Bahadur 
T. Raghaviah C. S. I., was, with the previous approval of this 
Government, selected to instruct him on behalf of Travancore, 
Cochin and Pudukottah. Two officers of the State were deputed 
to assist Mr. Raghaviah, Mr. G. Paramesvaran Pillai (who 
was then the Acting Additional Head Sirkar Vakil) as Secretary 
and Mr. N. Krishnamurthi, Income Tax Inspector, as Personal 
Assistant. 


The British Representative. 

14. In the year 1800, the first British Resident accredited 
to the Court of Travancore took up his residence in the State. 
British Residents continued until the 1st October 1923, when, 
Travancore having been taken into direct relations with the 
Government of India, the British Resident’s style and title was 
altered to the Agent to the Governor-General, Madras States. 
Lieut. Col. C. G. Crosthwaite C. B. E., who was Agent to the 
Governor-General from the 19th April 1928, was succeeded 
during the year by Mr. A. N. Ley Cater C. I. E., of the Indian 
Civil Service. Since the close of 1105, Mr. Cater was in his 
turn succeeded by Lieut. Col. H. R. N. Pritchard C. I. E., 
O. B. E., from the 21st October 1930. 



CHAPTER tl. 


SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT. 


The Ruler of Travancore is the source of all authority, 
judicial, administrative and legislative. For more than half a 
century, the Maha Rajas of Travancore 

The Ruler. have treated the revenues of the State as 
public funds in the strict sense of the term, 
appropriating to their own use a very modest civil list which is 
exhibited in; the annual budget of the State. The proportion of 
the civil list in comparison with the total revenue has been 
steadily declining. The percentage was 8'76 in 1062, 6'86 in 
1072, 6-57 in 1082, 4'04in1092, 3’83 in 1102, 3 69 in 
1103, 3-64 in 1104 and 3‘63 in 1105 it. e. 

2. The government of the country is conducted in the 
name and under the control of Her Highness the Maha Rani 

Regent. The Dewan is Her Highness’s 

The Chief Exe- minister. He is appointed by a Neel or 
culive Officer. Commission under Sign Manual. The 
Dewan is assisted by an organised Secreta¬ 
riat closely resembling that of the Government of India and a 
public service constituted more or less on the British Indian 
model- 

3. The entire administration is carried on through several 
well-organised departments. The activities of these depart¬ 
ments and their constitution are separately 

Administration, and briefly described in the following 
chapters. Every administrative head has 
to address his proposals to the Government and these recommend¬ 
ations are carefully considered in the Secretariat and, where 
necessary, are scrutinised by the Account and Audit Office. 
The decisions of the Government, which in olden times were 
issued over the signature of the head of the administration in the 
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form of chattaoariolas on palm leaves and later on in vernacular 
communications on paper, have for some years past been issued 
in English by the Chief Secretary to Government in the form 
of orders, proceedings or letters. The commands of the Ruler 
are always issued in the form of Proclamations or Neels under 
Sign Manual. Except for purposes of legislation and the 
conduct of important ceremonies of State, the Ruler rarely 
issues such direct commands in matters affecting the public 
administration. AH notifications, proceedings and other matters 
to be made known generally are published in the Government 
Gazette which is issued every Tuesday in English and in the 
vernacular. The Gazette is now in its sixty-eighth year. The 
history of Travancore for nearly a century without interruption 
reveals the fact that the administration, early and steadily adapt¬ 
ing itself to modem forms of government without entirely losing 
its Hindu characteristics and ideals, has been conducted with a 
view to the progressive well-being of the country. A Code of 
Regulations for Travancore was first promulgated in 1835 
a. i). Of these, Regulations I to VII of 1010 M. k. provided 
for the working, powers and jurisdiction of law courts. Parts 
of Regulations 1 and IV survive on the Statute Book. Both 
relate to interest awardable in decrees. As the years went by, 
Travancore. has become an increasingly active “ Legislation 
Stale 

4. The revenue of the State is derived mainly from a 
system of (a) direct taxation, ( b ) indirect taxation, (c) commer¬ 
cial services and ( d) levies in connection 

Taxation. with specific services. Taxation is covered 

by authority conferred by various statutory 
enactments; the tax-payer’s obligations are defined and known ; 
and collection is made on an established system. There are 
only two sources of revenue by direct taxation, oiz., land 
revenue and income tax. The incidence of taxation per head of 
the population in the case of land revenue was in the year under 
report Re. 095 working on the present estimated population of 
4’4 millions. Taxes falling within the second category are for 
the most part duties on raw products or manufactured goods 
exported from Travancore, such as tea, coir, fibre, yarn and 
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other products of the cocoanut palm, pepper, salt-fish, turmeric 
and vegetable oils. There is also a system of import duties for 
the most part based on the British Indian tariff. The general 
stamp revenue is also appreciable. Next come indirect taxes, 
both fiscal and restraining in character, such as import duty on 
foreign liquor and excise on country liquor. The income 
derived from salt and tobacco is considerable. The commercial 
and the quasircommercial departments yielding revenue are the 
Forest, Anchal and Railways. Under class (d) is an appreci¬ 
able income derived from such specific services as registration of 
documents, court fees and tolls. 

5. The budget is framed annually and assigns most of the 
income of the year to the well-being of the people. Education,' 

public health, medical relief, the protection 
Application of of person and property, the administration 
Revenue. of justice, and the provision of communi¬ 

cations and irrigation facilities consume 
the bulk of the revenue. 

The Legislative Council. 

6. The work of legislation ■ ordinarily rests with the Legis¬ 
lative Council brought into existence so long ago as i 888, the 

Ruler’s right of legislation, independently 
Early Constitu- of the Council, nevertheless, remaining 
tion. unimpaired- The Legislative Council, esta¬ 

blished forty-two years ago, was the first 
institution of the kind in an Indian State. The first Council had 
a minimum of five members and a maximum of eight, of whom 
not less than two were non-officials. These non-officials 
were nominated by the Government. The Council was 
purely a deliberative body for purposes of legislation and 
had no administrative functions- But it had plenary powers 
of legislation subject to the Ruler’s assent before a 

measure could pass into law. The only other restriction was 
that, in introducing a measure affecting the public revenues of the 
State or by which any charge was imposed on such revenues, 
the member introducing it had to obtain the previous sanction 
of the Dewan. Every member, official and non-official, 
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had independent powers of discussion and voting. In 1898, 
the Council was enlarged, the minimum 
Freedom of Vote, number of members being raised to 8 and 
the maximum to 15, the proportion of non¬ 
officials being fixed at two-fifths of the total number. The pre¬ 
vious sanction of the Dewan was made necessary not only for 
measures affecting the public revenues but 
Limitation of also for those affecting the religion or the 
Scope- religious rites and usages of any class. The 

Council was not allowed to entertain any 
measure affecting the Ruling Family or the relations with the 
Paramount Power. The non-official members were at first 
nominated and latterly four of them were appointed on the 
recommendation of the members of the Sri Mulam Popular 
Assembly, one for each of the four Revenue Divisions of the 
State. The Council was again remodelled in 1919 by Regu¬ 
lation 1 of 1095 it. u. The constituting measure was promul¬ 
gated directly by the late Maha Raja. Provision was made for 
granting the people the right of electing members to the Council, 
while reserving to the Government the right 
Administrative of nominating some of the non-official 
Contact. members. The strength was raised to 25 

and a bare official majority was provided 
for. The franchise was fairly broad-based. A limited right to 
interpellate the Government and to discuss the annual budget 
was also conceded. The Council retained the old powers of 
legislation except that it was expressly prohibited from consider¬ 
ing and enacting any measure affecting the 
Ruler's Prero- provisions of the Regulation itself, that is to 
gative. say, it could not alter its own constitution. 

The prerogative of the Ruler to make and 
pass Regulations independent of the Council was also expressly 
affirmed. The Council was again enlarged by Regulation II of 
1097, promulgated by the Ruler direct. 
Elected Majo~ This was passed on the 2nd October 1921 
rity■ and is now in force. Under the new con¬ 

stitution, the Council is composed of 50 
members, of whom 28 are elected and 22 nominated, only 15 
out of the latter being officials. The Dewan is the President of 
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the Council, but a Deputy President, who need not necessarily 
be an official, is also appointed to preside at 
Administrative the meetings of the Council in the absence 
Activities. of the President. The Council is invested 

with powers of voting on the budget, moving 
resolutions and asking questions. During the budget debate, the 
‘ token motion ’ is freely resorted to for bringing under discussion 
and vote Government measures and policies. The power of 
certification of budget demands refused or reduced by the 
Council and of legislative measures thrown out or altered is 
reserved; but so far the Government have 
The Franchise, had no occasion for recourse to this power. 

All persons who are registered holders, 
inamdars, tenants or kudiyam of land the annual value of which 
is not less than Rs. 5, persons who are assessed in a munici¬ 
pality to land or building tax not less than Rs. 3 and, in the 
•town of Trivandrum, which returns one member, of not less 
than Re. 1, or professional tax of any amount, persons who are 
assessed to income tax, all graduates of recognised Universities 
who are not undergoing a course of instruction in a recognised 
institution, and all discharged, retired or pensioned officers of 
the Nayar Brigade, or His Majesty’s Army or Navy, residing in 
Travancore, are eligible for the exercise of the franchise in the 
general constituencies, provided they are not under twenty-one 
years of age. Apart from this general electorate, there are 
special constituencies comprising the planting community, the 
jenmies, political pensioners and the pro- 
Voles for prietors of Edavakas, and the interests of 
Women. commerce and industry. Women are 

placed on a footing of complete equality with 
men in the matter both of the franchise and of the membership. 
The prohibition relating to the discussion of reserved subjects or 
the consideration of measures affecting the provisions of the 
Legislative Council Regulation is retained in the Regulation. 
The introduction of certain measures requires the previous sanc¬ 
tion of the Dewan. Every legislative measure passed by the 
Council requires the assent of the Ruler. 
Emergency The provisions of the old Regulation for the 
Legislation. framing of emergency Regulations by the 
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Dewan and the affirmation of the Sovereign’s right to ! legislate 
independently of the Council are also retained. 

The Popular Assembly. 

7. To afford the people an opportunity of expressing direct 
to the Government their wants and wishes and of representing 
their views regarding administrative 
Ob jects. measures adopted from time to time, His 

Highness the late Maha Raja was pleased 
to command that an Assembly under the designation of the Sri 
Mulam Popular Assembly should be constituted. Another 
object was to enable the Government to learn at first hand how 
their actions affected the people and to have the benefit of the 
suggestions of the latter regarding public measures. The 
Assembly meets once every year. The first session was held 
in October 1904. The members were'then nominated by the 
Government from among the agricultural, trading, industrial and 
other classes. From the second year, the 
Composition■ privilege of electing members to the 

Assembly was granted to the people. The 
total number of members of the Assembly is 100 and the 
membership is only for a year. Seventy-seven of the members 
are elected, and the remaining 23 nominated by the Government 
to represent any interest or community which may otherwise fail 
to get representation. Every person who pays on his own 
account an annual land revenue of not less than fifty rupees, or 
whose net annual income is not less than two thousand rupees, 
and every graduate of a recognised University of not less than 
ten years’ standing and having his residence in the taluk, is 
given the privilege of election. Unlike in the Legislative 
Council elections, Government servants are not entitled to vote. 
In addition to the general constitutency, the Municipal Councils, 
the planters’ associations, the mercantile and trading classes, and 
the jenmies are also allowed to return representatives to the 
Assembly. Each member is allowed to bring forward 
two subjects for representation at the Assembly. The 
session opens with an address by the Dewan. The 
members are then called upon to make their representations on 
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the subjects which they have notified and the Dewan replies in 
the name and on behalf of the Government. Representations 
not disposed of on the spot by the Dewan are subsequently 
examined and considered. The final decisions of the Govern¬ 
ment are conveyed to the members and have latterly been em¬ 
bodied in a printed statement issued before the next session. 

The Assembly has proved to be of invalu- 
Value of the able help to the Government in that its 
Assembly. members bring to the Dewan’s notice by 

direct personal representation the needs of 
the people. During the last quarter of a century, much that the 
Government have done for the amelioration of the condition of 
the people is directly ascribable to this personal contact between 
the Government and the governed. 




CHAPTER III. 


FINANCE. 


The following statement compares the revenue and ex¬ 
penditure of the year with those of the preceding year :— 

(The figures are in la^hs of rupees.) 




(In lakhs of Rupees) 
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The ordinary revenue of the year was Rs. 247*23 lakhs 
against Rs. 251*16 lakhs during the previous year. The cor¬ 
responding expenditure charged to revenue was Rs. 240*31 lakhs. 
This was Rs. 12*51 lakhs more than the expenditure of the 
previous year which stood at Rs. 227*80 lakhs. The ordinary 
transactions of the year thus resulted in a revenue surplus of 
Rs. 6*92 lakhs against a surplus of Rs. 23*36 lakhs in the 
previous year. Capital receipts from the sale of Government 
lands amounted to Rs. 4*43 lakhs and the capital expenditure 
not charged to revenue was Rs. 15*91 lakhs. As a net result 
of the above transactions, the Government Account balance 
.which stood at Rs. 1 70*13 lakhs at the beginning of the year 
was reduced to Rs. 165*57 lakhs at its close. 

2. Nearly 87 per cent, of the total revenue of the year was 
derived from the principal heads of revenue, oiz., Land Revenue, 
Taxes on Income, Salt, Excise, Customs, 
Revenue. Forest, Stamps and Registration. On a com¬ 

parison with the corresponding figures for the 
previous year, the receipts for the year 1105 under Customs and 
Forests were found to be better by Rs. 2*45 lakhs and Rs. 0*60 
of a lakh respectively. But under the following heads there was 
a decrease in revenue :—Land Revenue (Rs. 2*08 lakhs), Re¬ 
gistration (Rs. 0*56 of a lakh). Interest (Rs. 2*86 lakhs) and 
Railways (Rs. 0*65 lakh). There were slight variations under 
the remaining heads also. The increase under Customs was 
chiefly under land customs, both exports and imports. The 
improvement in the Forest revenue was under “Timber 
and other produce removed from the Forests by Govern¬ 
ment Agency.” The Forest revenue would have been 
still higher but for the large refunds of Kudivila claims 
made in 1! 05. The decrease under Land Revenue was mainly 
under “Ayacut" and “Arrears.” The fall in Ayacut revenue 
was due to the fact that the payment of the tax due in 1105 on 
certain Kandukrishi lands was allowed to be made in 1106 and 
this amount the payment of which was deferred will be collected 
in 1106. The decrease under “Arrears” is explained by the 
fact that there was only a less amount remaining uncollected during 
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the previous year. Registration revenue depends on the number 
and value of documents presented for registration. The fall in 
the price of cocoanut, tapioca, pepper, rubber and other agricul¬ 
tural products was followed by a scarcity for money. This 
economic depression, combined with the inevitable lull in the 
rush for partition the rights whereto were statutorily recognised 
with respect to certain communities in recent years, contributed 
to the above fall in the revenue under Registration. The de¬ 
crease under Interest was due to the fact that the available 
surplus was utilised for the several capital undertakings of Gov¬ 
ernment, viz., Railway Extension, Trivandrum Water Supply, 
Trivandrum Electric Supply, Telephone Scheme, etc., and 
consequently large investments in Government of India Securities 
were not made as in 1104. There was no adjustment during 
1105 on account of premium on purchase of pro-notes, while there 
was a revenue of Rs. 2'15 lakhs from this source in the previous 
year. The working of the railway from Shencotta to Trivan¬ 
drum resulted in a net loss of Rs, 0’11 lakh, due partly to the 
diversion of a portion of the traffic along the newly opened 
Tenkasi-Virudanagar chord line. 


3. The expenditure charged to revenue, which was 
Rs. 227-80 lakhs in 1104, rose to Rs. 240-3.1 lakhs in 1105. 

The. heads under which the expenditure 
Expenditure. showed an appreciable increase are Deva- 
swoms including contribution to the Fund 
and State Charities, Public Works and Subsidy and Political Ex¬ 
penditure. The increase under the first head was due to the 
fact that the Murajapom ceremony, celebrated once in six years, 
was conducted during the year under report, and a sum of 
Rs. 4'42 lakhs spent thereon. On Public Works, the amount 
expended in 1105 was Rs. 44'20 lakhs against Rs. 42-67 lakhs 
in the previous year, and the increase was chiefly on original 
works under communications. Against Rs. 10:78 lakhs spent 
in the previous year under Subsidy and Political Expenditure, 
the expenditure in 1105 was Rs. 16-28 lakhs and the increased 
expenditure during 1105 was mainly due to the visit to Travan- 
core of His Excellency the Viceroy. 
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4. The capital expenditure not charged to revenue amounted 
to Rs. 15'91 lakhs, the corresponding expenditure in the 

previous year being Rs. 22 - 30 lakhs. 

Capital Ex- Out of Rs. 4'00 lakhs spent on other Rail- 

penditure. ways, Rs. 3'61 lakhs was for the Chackai- 

Thampanur extension of the railway. On 
the Trivandrum Water Supply Scheme, Government spent m the 
year under report Rs. 8'75 lakhs and this is Rs. 0-18 lakh more 
than the expenditure in the previous year. On the Trivandrum 
Electric Supply and Telephone Schemes and the Bridge across 
the Neendakara Bar, only Rs. 170 lakhs and Rs. 1 '46 lakhs 
were spent against Rs. 3 - 05 lakhs and Rs. 371 lakhs respectively 
in the previous year. 

5. The assets and liabilities on the books of Government at 

the close of 1105 stood as under : — 

Assets and 
Liabilities. 


{The figures are in lakhs of rupees .) 
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The Government Account Balance, which was Rs. 1 70* 1 3 
lakhs at the commencement of the year, was reduced to Rs. 165'5 7 
lakhs at its close. The net capital outlay on 
Capital Outlay . the larger schemes undertaken by Govern¬ 
ment stood as follows at the close of the 
year under report: — 

Rs. 

Kodayar Irrigation System ... 79*73 lakhs. 

Railway (Trivandrum-Quilon) (exclu¬ 
sive of capital of Rs. 141*2 lakhs for 
the line from Shencotta to Quilon pro¬ 


vided by the Secretary of State for 

India) ...54*43 ,, 

Chackai-Thampanur extension of the 

Railway (excluding suspense heads of 

Rs. 2*66) ...11*16 „ 

Trivandrum Water Works ... 17*83 „ 

Trivandrum Electric Supply ... 5*31 ,, 

Trivandrum Telephone ... 0*57 ,, 

Bridge across the Neendakara Bar ... 5*17 ,, 


6. Government have created two Sinking Funds—one for 
the redemption of the Shencotta Quilon Railway and the other 
■ for the discharge of the 5 per cent, tax-free 

Sinking Funds, Debenture Loan of 1091 which matures for 
payment in 1117 M. E. The amounts of 
these Sinking Funds were Rs. 56*40 lakhs and Rs. 7*38 lakhs 
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respectively and practically the whole amounts are invested in 
Government of India Securities. The fluid balance in cash and 
gilt-edged securities which stood at Rs. 271-99 lakhs at the 
beginning of the year became Rs. 267‘61 lakhs at its close. 
Practically the whole of the surplus investment is made in 
Government of India Securities and in short term Treasury Bills. 
Government have also made certain special investments in 
industrial and banking concerns and these have been shown 
separately in the Statement of Assets and Liabilities under the 
head “ Special Deposits and shares in industrial concerns.” 
Under Loans, the balance at the close of the year under report 
was Rs. 9'59 lakhs against Rs. 8'19 lakhs at the close of the 
previous year. The major portion of the loans is granted for 
agricultural and industrial purposes. 



CHAPTER IV. 


MAIN HEADS OF REVENUE. 

Land Revenue. 

Land Revenue Commissioner. Mr. S. G H. Robinson. 
Dewan Peishkar, Trivandrum. Mr.S.Paramesvara Aiyar, 

M- A., B, L. 

Dewan Peishkar, Quilon. Mr. G K- Maihan, 

B. A., B. L. (till 
14-2-1105.) 

Mr. S. K.Mahadeva Aiyar, 
B. A., B. L. (from 
1-3-1105 to 6-12-1105.) 

Dewan Peishkar, Kottayam. Mr. R. Krishna Pillai, 

B. A., B. L. 

Commissioner, Devicolam. Mr. T. H. Cameron. 

Superintendent, Revenue Survey. Mr. R. Venkalarama 

Dikshitar, B. A-, B. L., 
B.E.,M. E., (till 
4-8-1105.). 

Mr. K.R. Krishna Pillai, 
B. A-, B. L. (from 
15-12-1105.) 

The lands in the State, broadly classified, are of two dis¬ 
tinct kinds from the point of view of ownership, tenure and 
incidence of taxation, one being pandora- 
Basis of Land vaka (literally, belonging to the Sirkar) 
Rights. forming more than seventy-five per cent, of 

the total area and the other jenmam (be¬ 
longing to a jenmi or landlord). In both cases, the rights of 
ryots are fixed and secure, and are governed by statutes and 
custom, the ryot deriving his title from the Sirkar or a jenmi. 



The Proclamation dated the 21 st Edavam 1040 m. e, /2nd June 
1865, enfranchised the Sirkar pattam lands and declared “that 
the ryots holding these lands may regard them fully as private, 
heritable, saleable and otherwise transferable property” ; and the 
Devaswom Proclamation dated the 30th 
Fixity of Rights. Meenam 1097/12th April 1922, extended 
the same rights to holders of Sirkar Deva¬ 
swom lands. The Jenmi and Kudiyan Regulation, V of 1071, 
defines the law relating to the respective rights of landlord and 
tenant in regard to jenmam lands. The complexity of the land 
revenue system of the State and the nature and infinite variety of 
tenures recognised by the Government can be appreciated only 
when it is further realised that the theoretical owner, viz., the 
Sirkar or the jenmi, might have demised the lands subject to a 
variety of terms. 

2. In the case of pandarava\a lands, held directly from the 
Sirkar, the tax due to the Sirkar is really pattam (rent) and it 
represents the share of the produce of the 
Principles of land which the Sirkar is entitled to. Jen- 
Taxadon. mam lands are either entirely tax-free or 

are subject to payment of rajahhogam 
(King’s due). In the former category are the Devaswom and 
Brahmaswom lanata lands which remain unalienated in the 
hands of the original Devaswoms and Brahmaswoms ; but once 
they are alienated for a money consideration, they become liable 
to pay the rajahhogam. The rajahhogam levied in such cir¬ 
cumstances is, however, only a light tax varying from one-eighth 
to one-fourth of the full assessment. In the case of madampi- 
vakfl jenmam lands, which belong to the second category, the 
rajahhogam is one-eighth of the full assessment when the lands 
are in the hands of the jenmies; but, on alienation, such lands 
are subject to one-half of the full assessment, The pandara- 
vaka lands are also subject to different rates of assessment vary¬ 
ing from full assessment to absolute exemption from assessment. 
This peculiarity is due to historical, political and other 
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3. The earliest revenue settlement of the lands in the State, 
of which any records are available, is of the year 914 m. e./ 

1738 a. d. when Travancore lay within 

Revenue Settle - its own ancient limits. There have been 
men ts subsequent settlements in 926 m. K./I750 

a. i)., in 948 m. «./1772 a. i>., in 978 
m. E./I802 a. n., in 993 m. E./1817 a. d„ and in 1012 
m. E./1836 a. n. The last settlement, the assessment fixed at 
which is now in force, was commenced in 1883 and was com¬ 
pleted in 1911. The tax was fixed at the last settlement for a 
period of thirty years. The results of the settlement are exhibi¬ 
ted in printed registers which give particulars of the extent, the 
tenure, the full patlam, the net pattam, etc., for each holding. 
A scientific survey preceded the settlement of each taluk and 
every parcel of land which came under settlement bears a sepa¬ 
rate survey number and the registers in effect constitute a record 
of rights. 

4. At the last settlement, an endeavour was made to system¬ 
atise and simplify, as far as possible, the tenures without general¬ 
ly increasing the incidence of taxation. 

Classification of The names of various tenures, now of little 
Tenures. more than historical importance as evidenc¬ 

ing the mutations of ownership, still linger 
on the pages of the Ayacut or Settlement Register. But all 
these tenures fall into certain distinct and well understood groups, 
whether classified according to the theoretical proprietorship of 
the lands or according to the nature or the conditions of the 
holding, .both of which principles determine the incidence of 
taxation. 

5. The assessment of wet lands is fixed on a yield basis, in 
paddy, determined by the seed or sowing capacity of the land 

and ranges from two-fifths to seven times 
Method of the measure of the seed sown in the case of 

Assessment. single crop lands and from three-fifths to 

ten and a half fold. for double crop lands. 
The assessment of other lands, known as garden or dry lands, 
is fixed either on an acreage basis or on the trees grown, both 
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not operating simultaneously. For example, if a holding of. an 
acre has twenty cocoanut palms and ten jack trees, each of the 
trees is supposed to take up a certain number of cents of land as 
“standing room” and a specific rate of tree-tax is levied for each 
of certain specified trees. The balance of the area not thus 
taken up is assessed on the acreage basis, be it cultivated with, 
say, tapioca or banana, or be it uncultivated. There are four¬ 
teen tarams or rates of acreage assessment, based on the quality 
or productivity of the soil in the region. In fixing the assess¬ 
ment, care has been taken to provide for the lean years ; and 
ordinarily no remission is allowed for failure of crops due to 
drought or excessive rainfall, though there are rules regulating 
the grant of seasonal remissions for proved failure of crops in the 
case of a few specified areas where it has not been possible to 
provide a sufficient margin- 

6. Formerly tax used to be collected in money as well as 
in kind, such as cocoanuts and paddy. At the last settlement, 

all taxation in kind, except paddy in respect 
Form of Tax of paddy lands, was abolished and money 

Payment. payments substituted. This paddy tax too 

was commuted into money [in respect of 
pandaraoaka lands in 1081 M. is,/1907 a. d. Payment of 
rent in kind continued in respect of Kandukrishi or Crown lands 
and the Sripadam lands of Attingal and Edakod Adhikarams 
which constitute the domain of the Attingal Ranis and which 
are administered by the Senior Maha Rani. Even this payment 
in kind was changed with effect from 1102 u. U./1927 a. i>. 
and a system of money payments introduced as in the case of 
pandaraoaka lands, the commutation rate being provisional for 
six years in the case of the Crown lands. 

7. For purposes of land revenue administration, the State is 
divided into four Divisions, the three Divisions in the plains 

being in charge of Dewan Peishkars and 
Land Revenue the High Range Division under a Com- 
Administration. missioner. The general control is with the 
Land Revenue Commissioner, on whom, 
besides the usual administrative and disciplinary powers as head 
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of the department, appellate powers under some of the land 
revenue regulations have been devolved from the Dewan. Each 
Division is composed of taluks under the charge of Tahsildars 
and each taluk is sub-divided into pakuthies which constitute 
the unit of land revenue administration. The head of a pakuthi 
is called a Proverthicar■ There are now 30 taluks and 421 
pakuthies . All the permanent Tahsildars and village officers 
have been trained in survey, except one Kandukrishi Tahsildar 
and two accountants in the Devicoiam Division. 

8. Iii recent years, cultivation has been steadily extending 
further and further into the interior. This is achieved by the 

operation of two sets of rules which regu- 
Exlension of late the assignment of Government lands 
Cultivation. for cultivation. These are : — 

(i' the Puduval Rules for the older and more general forms 
of agriculture devoted to the raising of grain, vegetable, fruits, 
spices, etc; and 

(ii) the Special Rules for the assignment of lands for the 
growing of cardamoms, coffee, tea and rubber. 

In the year under report, there was a net increase of 9,740 
acres in the area under occupation, against 12,842 acres in 
1104. 

9. The total area under occupation at the end of the year 
was 2,532,747 acres, of which 604,979 acres were wetlands 

and the rest dry or garden lands. On the 
Distribution of present estimated population of 4 - 4 millions, 
Land. the above area would make the present 

holding of land about 63 cents per head. 
Partition of larwad property, as a result of recent social legis¬ 
lation affecting the Nayars, the Ezha.vas and the Nanjinad Vel- 
lalas, is resulting in the uneconomic fragmentation of holdings. 
The total area of land under paddy cultivation was 665,087 
acres and that under tea was 74,616 acres. The area under 
rubber was about 61,986 acres and that under cocoanut 
563,048 acres. The total area of poramboke or unassigned 
lands was 635,910 acres. 
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10. Until 1102 M. E„ the practice had been to credit the 
sale proceeds of Government land as ordinary land revenue; 

but in that year the practice was super- 

Sale Proceeds seded by the system of exhibiting in the 

of Land. budget such realisations, which are more 

or less in the nature of capital receipts 
being derived from the permanent alienation of the assets with 
Government, as capital account receipts. The receipts under 
this head in 1105 amounted to Rs. 4,42,795 against 
Rs. 5,46,461 in the previous year. The fall is shared by the 
Trivandrum and Quilon Divisions, the reason in the case of the 
former being the paucity of lands available for assignment, and 
in the case of the latter the delay in getting the lands surveyed. 

11. The total demand under current revenue and arrears 
for the year was Rs. 43,16,771 against Rs. 43,39,611 in the pre¬ 
vious year. The total collections amounted 

Demand, Collec - to Rs. 39,96,940 against Rs. 42,19,021 
tion and Balance, in 1104. A sum of Rs. 39,159 was re¬ 
mitted, leaving a balance at the end of the year 
of Rs. 2,80,672 for collection, against Rs. 35,257 remitted and 
Rs. 85,334 pending collection in 1104. The increase in the 
balance at the close of the year was mainly due to the post¬ 
ponement to 1106 of the rent on the Kandukrishi fiunja lands of 
the Ambalapuzha taluk which amounted to Rs. 1,99,400 or 12 
per cent, of the total demand of the Quilon Division. The per¬ 
centage of collection (including remission) was 93'49 against 
98'03 in 1104. The percentage was highest in the Devicolam 
Division, Trivandrum, Kottayam and Quilon following in order. 

12. The number of demand notices issued fell from 456,259 
to 4,42,097, and the amount involved in them from Rs. 18,55,590 

to Rs. 18,28,830. The number of cases 

Coercive Action, in which moveables were distrained and 
immoveables attached also fell from 9,740 
cases involving Rs. 2,10,533 to 9,267 cases involving 
Rs. 2,01,072. Moveables were sold in 369 cases for a total 
sum of Rs. 4,269 and immoveables in 1,551 cases for 
Rs. 27,199, the corresponding figures for 1104 being 333 
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cases for Rs. 2,453 and 1,455 cases for Rs. 30,979, respectively. 
The largest number of demand notices' issued and of sale of 
immoveables was in the Quilon Division ; while the largest 
number of distraint of moveables and attachment of immove¬ 
ables as well as sale of moveables was in the Trivandrum 
Division. The percentage of distraint or attachment notices to 
the number of demand notices was 2'09. Out of the total 
ayacut demand, 54 per cent, in Trivandrum, 56 per cent, in 
Quilon, 53 per cent, in Kottayam and 44 per cent, in Devicolam 
were collected without recourse to coercive action- 

13. The total number of revenue cases of all description for 
disposal fell from 154,150 to 144,006. The number of cases 

disposed of also fell from 138,422 to 

Revenue Cases- 128,511, the percentage of disposal also 
falling from 91 to 89. The number of 
cases pending at the end of 1105 was 15,495 against 15,728 
at the end of 1104. Transfer of registry cases numbered 
106,387 out of the disposals. Puduoal and porambohe cases 
formed the bulk of the balance- The number of cases for dis¬ 
posal and the number disposed of were both the largest in the 
Quilon Division, but Trivandrum showed the highest percentage 
of disposal, Kottayam, Quilon and Devicolam following next in 
order, 

14. The total area of puduval lands assigned during the year 
was 8,206 acres against 11,335 acres in 1104. The area assign¬ 
ed by auction sale during the year was 2,091 

Disposal of acres and that registered without auction 
Pudaval lands■ 6,115 acres. The recurring and capital 

revenue secured by the alienation of the 
above area amounted to Rs. 13,684 and Rs. 3,43,570, re¬ 
spectively, the corresponding amounts for 1104 being Rs. 15,949 
and Rs. 5,08,483, respectively. A special staff of 6 Deputy 
Surveyors and 41 Field Surveyors was engaged during the year 
for the sub-division of puduval lands in the Kottarakara, Pattana- 
puram, Pattanamtitta, Todupuzha and Kunnatnad taluks. 



15. An extent of 108 acres in the Trivandrum Division was 
registered under the Revised Waste Land Rules and the per¬ 
manent revenue secured was Rs. 107. In 

Disposal of the Cardamom Hills Reserve, an extent of 
Waste Lands. 97 acres was newly subjected to assessment. 

There was an increase of 3,396 acres in 
the area brought under cultivation in the Kanan Devan Hills 
Concession pakuthi. 

16. Including the 495 applications pending at the com¬ 
mencement of the year, there were 1,346 applications for dis¬ 
posal; 1,013 of these were disposed of 

Lands for Land- during the year. An extent of 617 acres 
less Classes. was assigned in the names of 614 persons 

against 915 acres in the names of 926 per¬ 
sons in 1104. Out of the area assigned, 321 acres were within 
the lands earmarked for the purpose and 296 acres from outside. 
The total area earmarked for assignment was 15,133 acres, of 
which an extent of 2,918 acres was assigned up to the end of 
the year, besides 2,615 acres from outside the earmarked area. 
The Pulayas constituted the bulk of the assignees. An extent 
of 73 acres was registered free of taraoila to poor families other 
than members of the depressed classes. 

17. Lands are assigned free of taraotla and without tadioila 
up to fifty rupees, subject to a maximum of ten acres of dry or 

five acres of wet land, to ex-war service 

Lands for War men of the Indian Army. The period fixed 
Seroice Men. for the concessional grant expired on the 
24th November 1928, but was subsequently 
extended to one year more from the 22nd October 1929. 
During the year, registry was ordered in the names of 32 persons 
against 106 in 1104, and the area assigned was 234 acres 
against 464 acres in the previous year. The assignments were 
from an area of 2,214 acres reserved for the purpose. The 
number of applications pending disposal at the close of the year 
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18. The Special Officer for the acquisition of lands required 
for the Chackai-Tampanur Railway Extension and the Trivan¬ 
drum Water Works continued his work 

Special Land during the year. Particulars for declara- 
Acquisition Work • tion under Section 6 of the Land Acqui¬ 
sition Regulation, XI of 1089, were sub¬ 
mitted to Government for 25 acres. Including the 445 cases 
pending at the close of 1104, there were 515 cases for disposal, 
of which 469 were disposed of, 247 of them being referred to 
the District Court. During the year, 4 acres were handed over 
for the Railway Extension and 145 acres for the Water Works. 
A sum of Rs. 2,41,485 was paid to the parties on account of 
land compensation, Rs. 1,12,627 deposited in courts and 
Rs. 73,278 placed under Revenue Deposit. No cases were 
referred to the Railway Engineer during 1105 for decision as 
to the amount of damages to be paid for injuries caused to pro¬ 
perties during survey; and of the 20 cases pending at the be¬ 
ginning of the year, 18 were disposed of and 2 struck off the file. 

19. Including the 181 applications for the grant of loans 
under the Land Improvement and Agricultural Loans Regu¬ 
lation, IX of 1094, the total number of 

Agricultural such applications for disposal during the 

Loans. year was 1,035 ; of these, 807 were dis¬ 

posed of. Loans aggregating Rs. 1,87,315 
were granted in 276 cases, the remaining 531 applications 
being rejected against 302 loans to the value of Rs. 1,72,307 
granted and 377 applications refused in 1104. The amount 
actually disbursed was Rs. 1,57,518 against Rs. 1,50,015 
in 1104. The loans were intended mostly for the improve¬ 
ment of land by planting cocoanut seedlings and in some 
cases for the purchase of cattle. and for rebuilding houses. 
Except in one case in the Chirayinkil taluk and a few cases in 
the Kalkulam taluk, the loans were utilised for the purposes for 
which they were granted. In regard to the loans used for other 
purposes, steps are being taken for the immediate recovery of 
the amounts involved. 
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20. Seven public markets were newly opened, and one 
abolished, during 1105, the total number of such markets at 

the end of the year being 181. Of these, 

Markets. 1 58 were leased in auction. The revenue 

realised from the leases was Rs. 92,367 
against Rs. 91,201 in 1104. The total expenditure incurred 
by the Revenue Department on maintenance and improvement 
was Rs. 27,349 against Rs. 36,693. 36 private markets were 

newly opened and 29 closed during 1105, the total number of 
such markets working at the close of the year being 333. The 
license fees on private markets aggregated to Rs. 5,080 against 
Rs. 4,590 in 1104. 

21. The total extent of dry lands fit for conversion into 
wet lands within the area commanded by the Kodayar Irri¬ 
gation system was 26,129 acres, composed 

Conversion in of 24,333 acres of registered dry lands 
the Kodayar Area- 1,629 acres of tank beds and 167 acres 
of other poramboke. An extent of 182 
acres was newly converted into wet lands during the year against 
224 acres in 1104. The total area of conversions at the end 1 
of 1105 was 19,263 acres, there being left a further area of 
6,769 acres of registered dry lands, 31 acres of tank beds and 
66 acres of other poramboke. 

22. All the Tahsildars concerned, except those of the 
Devicolam and Peermade taluks, inspected during the year the 

entire length of the State boundary touch- 

Inspedion of ing their taluks and reported the results 
State Boundaries, for necessary action. Some portions were 
inspected also by the Dewan Peishkars of 
Trivandrum, Quilon and Kottayam. 

23. The work of maintenance of the land records was 
attended to in the Trivandrum, Quilon and Kottayam Divisions 

by the Revenue Supervisors and the Land 

Land Records Records Maintenance Accountants be- 
Maintenance. longing to the Pakuthi staff under the 

control of the Dewan Peishkars and the 
Tahsildars, In the taluks of Peermade and Devicolam 
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constituting the Devicolam Division, the normal Pakuthi staff, 
working under the supervision of the Tahsildars, attended to the 
task. The out-turn of work in the year consisted in the survey 
of 12,037 survey numbers measuring 5,872 acres of poramboke 
lands and 11,489 survey numbers measuring 9,804 acres of 
puduoal and pokhaoaravu sub-divisions, besides the detection 
of 8,792 encroachment cases. Inspection and verification were 
conducted by the Revenue Supervisors and Tahsildars, who also 
attended to the verification of 3,508 theodolite stations. 1,548 
applications for the demarcation and survey of sub-divisions 
and for pointing out the boundaries of registered holdings were 
disposed of out of a total of 2,860 such applications for dis¬ 
posal. In the matter of the maintenance of survey marks such 
as their planting, repair and renewal, by the ryots and depart- 
mentally, appreciable work was done during the year. The 
total number of plotted field measurement sketches to be checked 
in the Survey Office by the special staff engaged for the purpose 
was 111,546, and 49,697 of them were returned after 
checking. 

24. In the Pattanamtitta taluk, there were during the year 
36 ryots’ roads with a total length of 138 miles for demarcation 

andisurvey, which has to precede the for nd 
Survey of acquisition of the lands covered by them on 
Ryots' Roads. payment of nominal compensation and their 
regular maintenance by the Public Works 
Department. There are 53 roads with a total length of 112 
miles still to be taken up in seven other taluks. 

25. The Central Board and 108 Block Boards functioned 
in the taluks of Tovala, Agastiswaram and Kalkulam. Twenty 

of these Boards alone collected cess during 
Irrigation the year. 

Boards. 

26. Seven years have elapsed since the introduction of the 
annual jamahandi inspection of village accounts and registers on 

the spot by the Dewan Peishkar or his 
Jamahandi. Assistant. These inspections have served 

to remove a good deal of the defects in the 
village registers and accounts, 
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27. The Land Conservancy Regulation, IV of 1091, was 
amended during the year so as to invest the Land Revenue and 
Income Tax Commissioner with powers to 
Miscellaneous. revise the decisions made by any officer 
subordinate to him and to entertain appeals 
from the orders passed by the Dewan Peishkars, under the 
Regulation. Certain amendments to the rules and standing 
orders of the department were also passed during the year, the 
more important of which are the following :— 

(i) The registry of road potambok.es, except in very ex¬ 
ceptional cases, was prohibited. 

tii) Fractions of edangali were recognised for purposes of 
accounts in regard to tirippuoaram payments. 

(iii) The distinction between pokkuoaraou cases involving 
sub-divisions and those not involving sub-divisions was dispensed 
with. 

(iv j The work of inspection of kariuu and tharisu under the 
Remission Rules was transferred from the Sampraihies and 
Deputy Tahsildars to the Revenue Supervisors. 

(v) The grant of agricultural loans for the improvement of 
Kanduktishi lands was prohibited. 

(vi) Revised rules regarding the assignment of town lands 
were issued. 

Among the administrative measures introduced during the 
year, the following deserve mention:— 

(i) The tract known as Munro Island was taken over by 
Government from the Church Mission Society and constituted 
into a pakuthi of the Quilon taluk. 

(ii) Time for the payment of rent due on Kanduktishi 
paltom wet lands under the Ambalapuzha Kandukrishi for the 
year 1105 was extended first up to the 15th Karkadagam 1105 
and subsequently up to the end of Kanni 1106 and the rent was 
ordered to be recovered at the rate of 20 chackrams per pata 
instead of at 24 chackrams per para in the case of those tenants 
who pay up their dues before the end of Kanni 1106. 
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Survey. 

28. The Survey Department attended as usual to the follow¬ 

ing items of work during the year :— 

Work of the 

Department- 

(i) Special and miscellaneous cadastral surveys. 

(ii) The training of candidates in survey work. 

(iii) The checking of village sites. 

(iv) Lithography of village and other maps. 

29. The most important items of work done under this head 

vi/ Demarcation a,,o' survey of n,355 

Cadastral acres of tea and rubber estates and 499 

Surveys. acres of puducal lands. 

(ii) Refixing the boundaries of certain reserved forests and 
detecting encroachments, the area dealt with being 3 acres. 

(iii) Survey of lands decreed in favour of the Sirkar and of 
certain fuel reserves, with a total area of 3,252 acres. 

(iv) Rectification work in the Urukunnu enclosure within 
the Ariyankavu reserved forest and survey of connecting lines in 
the Anakudy and Bynock estates in the Peermade taluk and of 
the reserved forests of Kumaranperur, Tattakad, Kottapara and 
Ranni, the aggregate length being 41 miles. 

(v) Computation and mapping for 7,331 acres of tea and 
rubber estates, 725 acres of cardamom lands, 4,196 acres of 
puducal lands and 60 acres of encroachments. 

(vi) Survey and verification of certain portions of the State 
boundary. 

(vii) Preparation of maps of certain reserved forests. 

30. There were 3 schools for the training of candidates in 
chain and theodolite survey, namely, at Trivandrum, Kottayam 

and Muvattupuzha. 198 candidates, in- 

Surcey Schools. ■ eluding 14 Government servants, were 
trained in the three institutions together. 
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Of these, 156 passed the final examination. The fee collections 
amounted to Rs. 2,644 against Rs. 2,985 in 1104. 

31. The balance area that remained for checking and closing 
at the beginning of the year was 1,033 acres. The field work, 

regarding discrepancies noticed while the 

Survey of records in respect of 30 acres in the Cola- 

Village Sites. c'hel pakuthi were checked in 1104, was 

closed during the year. 

32. Sixteen-inch maps of 53 square miles and four-inch 
maps of 219 square miles were printed during the year. Be¬ 
sides, 21 miscellaneous maps and diagrams, 

Lithography of of which 6 were coloured, were printed 
Maps. and supplied for various purposes. 

33. The total receipts and expenditure of the Land Revenue 

Department during the years 1 104 and 1 105 

Receipts and are exhibited in the subjoined statement:— 
Expenditure. 


Particulars. 

1104 

I 

| 1105 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Receipts 

...| 41,76,864 

| 39,69,023 

Expenditure 

... 11,16,864 

11,09,118 


The receipts, which do not jnclude the sale proceeds of 
Government lands, fell by Rs. 2,07,841. From the expendi¬ 
ture the shares debitable to Income Tax on account of the Income 
Tax Commissioner and to administration of criminal justice, by 
the Dewan Peishkars and Division Assistants, have been de¬ 
ducted. The net expenditure was lower by Rs. 7,746 than that 
of 1 104. The incidence of land revenue taxation was Re. 1 '04 as 
in 1104. The percentage of expenditure to revenue was 
27-9 against 26*7 in the previous year. 
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Income Tax. 

Income Tax Commissioner and 

Chief Revenue Authority. Mr.S. C. H. Robinson. 

34. From the date of introduction of the Income Tax Re¬ 
gulation, VIII of 1096, the existing Land Revenue agency has 

been utilised for income tax work. There 

Administration, were in the year under report 41 Collectors 
of Income Tax, consisting of the 3 Dewan 
Peishkars, the Commissioner, Devicolam, the 7 Division Assist¬ 
ants and the 30 Taluk Tahsildars. The Income Tax Auditor and 
the three Income Tax Inspectors were working in 1105 also. 
The Dewan Peishkars, the Commissioner, Devicolam, and the 
Division Assistants also exercised the powers of a Commissioner 
of Income Tax under the Regulation. 

35. The total number of assessees rose from 2,705 to 2,791. 
Of these, 2,664 were individuals and 124 companies against 

2,598 and 105, respectively, in 1104; 

Assessment three firms were also assessed to income 
Proceedings. - tax against two in the previous year. The 
above figures include also the assessees with¬ 
in the nineteen municipal towns which contained 1,448 asses¬ 
sees or nearly 52 per cent, of the total number. The collec¬ 
tions from the municipal towns represented a little over 43 per 
cent, of the total revenue. The largest amount was collected 
from Alleppey, Quilon, Trivandrum and Kottayam coming next 
in order. 

36. The total demand — current and arrears—rose from 
Rs. 7,89,243 to Rs. 7,91,'385 ; but there was a phenomenal 

decrease in the Devicolam Division owing 
Demand, Collection to the fall in the price of tea. There was 

and Balance. a slighl fall in the Quilon Division due to 
the general depression in trade. The total 
collections amounted to Rs. 7,13,241 against Rs. 7,33,868 in 
1104. The percentages of collection, including remissions to 
the extent of Rs. 21,983 in 1105 against Rs. 14,179 in I 104, 
to the demand, were 94 and 93 in 1104 and 1105, respectively. 
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The balance pending collection at the close of the year was 
Rs. 56,367 against Rs. 41,539 at its beginning. The average 
incidence of income tax per head of the population was 5 chs. 
and 2 cash (2 annas 10'52 pies) as in the previous year. 

37. The number of appeals for disposal by the Income Tax 
Commissioners rose from 287 to 296. Of these, 257 were dis¬ 
posed of, 131 being successful. The In- 

Appeahand come Tax Commissioner and Chief Re- 
Reoision Peli- venue Authority began the year with 11 
Hons. pending appeals and revision petitions and 

received 49 new cases during the year, of 
which 46 were disposed of, 32 being successful. Besides, the 
Chief Revenue Authority, on his own motion, took up 48 cases 
and disposed of 44 of them, levying enhanced assessment in all 
except fourteen cases, 

38. The receipts and expenditure under Income Tax 

during the years 1104 and 1105 were as 

Receipts and shown below : — 

Expenditure. 


Particulars. 

1104 

1105 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Receipts 

6,95,720 

6,56,109 

Expenditure 

•20,872 

23,141 

Net Income 

6,74,848 

6,32,968' 


The above figures represent the net receipts after deduct¬ 
ing refunds. The gross receipts decreased by Rs. 39,611 and 
the expenditure increased by Rs. 2,269, the net receipts being 
thus lower than in 1104 by Rs. 41,880. 
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Salt Revenue. 

Commissioner. Mr. P. Gomatinayakam Pillar, 

B. A. 

39. The supervision and control over the manufacture of 
salt in the factories in South Travancore and the administration 

of salt revenue in the State rest with the 
Control. Excise Department. 

40. Salt is a Government monopoly as in British India. 
The salt consumed in the State is partly manufactured 

at the Government factories and partly 
System. imported from Bombay and Tinnevelly. 

The manufacture of salt in the factories 
is entrusted to licensees. In the case of the old factories, 
Government are entitled to get free of any payment 60 
per cent, of the salt manufactured. This is called meloaram 
or Government’s share of the produce. The remaining 40 per 
cent, is the share of the licensees and is called Ifudioaram. This 
latter quantity is also taken over by Government on payment of 
a fixed price, i. e., This price was 7-lj chs. per maund 

till 1092 when it was raised to 11 if chs. to meet the increased 
cost of manufacture. In 1095, the £udioila was raised to 125 
chs. per maund to cover the additional expenditure incurred by 
the licensees for weighing salt before storage which was neces¬ 
sitated by the passing of a new set of Rules under the Salt 
Regulation, III of 1088. The \udioila has remained unchang¬ 
ed since 1095 at I 2 \ chs. (7 annas) per maund. This price, 
when spread over the whole quantity manufactured by the licen¬ 
sees and taken delivery of by Government, works out to 5 chs. 
per maund. In the new factories, the licensees, who have to 
deliver to Government a stipulated quantity of salt every year, 
are paid kndioila varying from 2f annas to 3 5 annas per maund 
on the quantities so delivered. They have, however, them¬ 
selves to construct and maintain the necessary works in the 
factories, whereas the Government do this in the old factories. 
Salt for consumption was sold by Government agencies in bank- 
shalls, depots and factories, except in the High Range Division 
and at the Alleppey depot. In the High Range Division, the 
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customers themselves were formerly permitted to import the salt 
required by them from the adjoining British Districts on payment 
of duty at the chowkeys • As this salt had already paid duty in 
British India, it was laden with double duty and the price was 
naturally high. To remove this disability and to enable the 
customers in the distant uplands of Devicolam to get cheap salt, 
a contractor was engaged to undertake the supply and sale of 
salt obtained by the Government free of duty from the Tuticorin 
factories. The contractor commenced sales from the 1 st 
Thulam 1102, from which date the import of salt by private in¬ 
dividuals was prohibited. In the Alleppey depot, the supply and 
sale of Tinnevelly salt continued with the special contractor 
engaged for the purpose till the 18th Vrischigom 1102 when his 
stock of salt was exhausted ; and from that date the sale of salt 
was conducted by Government agencies, the work of supply 
alone being entrusted to contractors. 

41. The number of factories or alloms for the manufacture 
of salt in the State is 13 and they are situated in Rajakkamanga- 
lam, Tamaracolam, Colachel and Variyur, 

Home Salt. all in south Travancore. The total extent 
of the pans available for manufacture in all 
the factories was 472'065 acres in 1105 against 471 '26 acres 
in the previous year. Of this, 94 acres of cultivable area, 
mostly in the Rajakkamangalam and Colachel alloms, were not 
worked by the lessees during the year, due to insufficiency of 
brine and percolation of fresh water. The total quantity of salt 
manufactured in all the factories together rose to 704,464 maunds 
from 665,194 maunds. Including excesses credited from heaps 
sold out, the total out-turn during the year was 793,965 maunds 
against 764,413 maunds in 1104. The average yield per acre, 
however, fell from 2,105 maunds in 1104 to 2,100 maunds in 
1105. The fall was due to the interruption of salt manufacture by 
intermittent rains. As the licensees had to pay the duty before 
removing their salt for transport and sale elsewhere and were 
thereby handicapped by the need for a larger investment of 
capital in marketing their share of the salt, a new arrangement 
was brought into force from the beginning of 1104. Under this 
arrangement, they could transport the. salt under bond to the 
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Government depots at Trivandrum, Quilon and Alleppey, with¬ 
out paying duty in advance, on the deposit of security, the duty 
and a nominal cess of six pies per maund in addition being re¬ 
covered only at the time of the actual sale of the article to the 
consumers. The quantity of home salt so transported by the 
licensees during the year was 296,185 maunds against 166,948 
maunds in 1104. With a view to popularise home salt among 
the inhabitants of the northern taluks, who have a strong pre¬ 
dilection for Bombay salt, a quantity of 25,000 maunds of salt 
belonging to Government was transported during the year 
from the south Travancore factories and stored in the Munam- 
bam depot where Bombay salt alone was sold in previous years. 
The quantity of home salt in stock in factories and depots at the 
beginning of the year was 965,396 maunds. Including the 
receipts of the year under manufacture and excess, the total 
quantity available for consumption was 1,759,715 maunds. Out 
of this quantity, 857,887 maunds were sold by Government 
agencies ; value for 8,069 maunds in deficiency was realised ; 

9.592 maunds were written off the accounts; and a balance of 
884,167 maunds was left at the end of the year. 

42. Foreign salt is generally imported from Bombay and 
Tinnevelly. The quantity of foreign salt imported into the 
State by or on behalf of Government dur- 

Foreign Salt. ing the year was 295,156 maunds, made up 
of 232,821 maunds of Bombay salt and 
62,335 maunds of Tinnevelly salt. The corresponding figures 
for the previous year were 503,673 maunds of salt, made up of 

341.592 maunds of Bombay salt and 162,081 maunds of 
Tinnevelly salt. The total quantity of stock of foreign salt 
available for issue during the year was made up of 399,955 
maunds of Bombay salt and 92,093 maunds of Tinnevelly 
salt. The quantity sold was 292,166 maunds of Bom¬ 
bay salt and 34,202 maunds of Tinnevelly salt, against 
306,766 maunds of Bombay salt and 283,000 maunds of 
Tinnevelly salt in 1104. The quantity which remained in stock 
at the end of the year, excluding the quantity written off the 
accounts, was 107,789 maunds of Bombay salt and 57,891 
maunds of Tinnevelly salt, The contractor engaged for the 
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supply and sale of Tinneveily salt in the Devicolam Division 
imported during the year 15,545 maunds against 14,701 maunds 
in 1104. 

43. The total quantity of salt, home as well as foreign, con¬ 
sumed in the State during the year was 1,199,800 maunds or a 

decrease of 16,969 maunds from that of the 

5 alt Con- previous year. The decrease was mainly 
sumption. due to the unfavourable fishing seasons dur¬ 

ing the latter part of the year and the conse¬ 
quent fall in the demand for salt for curing purposes. The 
average consumption per head of population was 24*64 ibs. 
against 24'99 lbs. in 1104. Seventy per cent, of the total 
quantity of salt consumed during the year came from the south 
Travancore factories. 

44. The issue prices of the several kinds of salt in the salt 

factories, salt depots and salt bankshalls 

Sale Prices remained the same as at the close of the 

of Salt. previous year, except in the following 

(i) The price of a quantity of 5,000 maunds of home salt 
transported to the Trivandrum depot in carts from the factories 
was fixed at Bh. Rs. 2-1-0 per maund. 

(ii) The price of home salt stocked in the Munambam de¬ 
pot was fixed at Bh. Rs. 2-2-6 per maund. 

(iii) The price of Bombay salt in the Alleppey and 

Munambam depots was fixed at Bh. Rs. 2-5-0 and 

Bh. Rs. 2-2-6 per maund, respectively. 

45. The receipts and expenditure under salt during the years 

1104 and 1105 are shown in the subjoined 


Receipts and statement 
Expenditure. 


Particulars. 

1 1 

1104 j 

1105 


j Rs. j 

Rs. 

Receipts 

... 18,84,586 

18,75,826 

Expenditure 

... 1,48,895 

1,78,933 
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The receipts decreased by Rs. 8,760 and the expenditure 
rose by Rs- 30,038. The net revenue thus iell from 
Rs. 17,35,691 to Rs. 16,96,893 or by Rs. 38,798. This was 
due to the decrease in the quantity of salt sold during the year. 
The incidence of salt tax fell from 7‘5 annas to 7 "4 annas per 
head of the population. 


Excise Revenue. 


Excise Commissioner. Mr. P- Gomalinayakam Pillai, 

B. A. 

46. The excise revenue was derived from the manufacture 

and sale of country liquor and from licenses 
Sources of for the sale of toddy, country and foreign 
Revenue. liquors, from tobacco, opium and its deri¬ 

vatives, and ganja. 

47. The substitution of the present ‘ Independent Shop ’ 
system for the old farming monopoly for the manufacture and 

sale of toddy and arrack in the whole State, 
Excise System, except the Devicolam taluk, was completed 
in 1100. Under the present system, the 
rights to vend toddy and arrack are separated and sold by 
auction shop by shop. In the case of toddy, the right of manu¬ 
facture is with the shop-holder who pays a tax on every tree 
tapped, 1 In the case of arrack, the right of sale alone is granted, 
the right of manufacture being with the Government who engage 
a contractor for the manufacture and supply of arrack to the 
arrack shop-keepers. On account of the hilly nature of the 
taluk and the consequent difficulties in transporting arrack thereto, 
the farming system in respect of arrack still continues in Devi¬ 
colam and toddy is not produced there. Government have 
engaged a contractor for the manufacture and vend of arrack in 
that taluk and reserve to themselves the right to fix the number 
and location of shops in the area. 
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48. The policy of the department has been to make it 
/increasingly difficult for the consumer to obtain liquor. The 
reduction in the number of shops, the en- 
Abkari Policy, hancement of the liquor duties and the 
adoption of other restrictive measures which 
the department has adopted are forces tending to control con¬ 
sumption. Every care is taken to minimise temptation for those 
who do not drink and to discourage excesses among those who 
do. The temperance movement and the movement for absolute 
prohibition spread the erroneous idea that the Government 
create and foster an unwholesome demand which would cease 
automatically if the State were ready to forego the excise 
revenue. When it is recognised that sources of illicit supply are 
easily accessible in the State and that liquor can be had from 
almost any palm tree with no more skill than is required to make 
an incision and with no more apparatus than a knife and a toddy- 
pot, it will be conceded that Government intervention only 
operates to regulate both the quality and the quantity of the 
liquor consumed, the former by the prescription of certain 
standards of strength and the latter by the levy of still-head 
fees which the consumer automatically pays. 


49. The biennial contracts for the vend of arrack and toddy 
entered into in the previous year continued 
Abkari Con- during the year without any change. 
tract. 


50. The supply rates of jaggery arrack and toddy arrack 
continued to be the same as in the previous year, viz., 
Bh. Rs. 2-5-6 and Bh. Rs. 6-6-0 per proof 
Arrack • gallon, respectively. The strength of arrack 

issued from distilleries, warehouses and 
depots also continued as 25° U. P. and 35° U. P. The total 
number of arrack shops, both jaggery and toddy, excluding the 
shops in the Devicolam taluk, was the same as in the previous 
year, viz., 536, i. e., one shop to every 12’98 square miles and 
7,412 inhabitants. The largest number of arrack shops was in 
the Kunnatnad taluk, vizi, 42, followed by Neyyattinkara (34), 
Trivandrum (29), Parur (29), Tiruvalla (28), Kottayam (27), 
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Kalkulara (26), Quilon (25), Muvattupuzha (25) and Minachil 
(24). The smallest number of arrack shops was in the Peer- 
made taluk, oiz., 4. The consumption of arrack fell by 12,524 
proof gallons as compared with 1104, the quantity consumed 
being 1 23,128 proof gallons of jaggery arrack and 681 proof 
gallons of toddy arrack against 135,513 proof gallons of jaggery 
arrack and 820 proof gallons of toddy arrack in 1104. The 
consumption per head of population fell from 1 ’647 drams in 
1104 to P50 drams during the year. This ratio is calculated 
on the basis of the census of 1921, but it will be much less if 
calculated on the basis of the population which has increased 
since then. The average incidence of vend rent per 
proof gallon for the whole State was Rs. 4-8-12 against 
Rs. 3-25-9 in 1104. The incidence was highest in the Peer- 
made taluk, viz-, Rs. 17-10-6 and lowest in the Parur taluk, viz., 
Re.'1-21-10. The total collections under current rent, excise 
duty and miscellaneous items fell from Rs. 12,01,607 to 
Rs. 11,35,475. The total revenue collected per gallon of 
proof strength rose from Rs. 8-20-15 to Rs. 9-4-2, but the 
incidence of taxation on country spirit per head of population 
fell from 8 chs. 6 cash (4 as-8 ps.) to 7chs. 15 cash (4 as-5 ps.). 
In the arrack rent farm of Devicolam, there were 7 shops as in 
the previous year or one shop to every 95'2 square miles and 
4,699 inhabitants, with a total rental of R s . 50,000, the in¬ 
cidence of rent per head of population being Re. 1-14-9. 

51.- The number cl toddy shops working during the year 
was the same as in 1104, viz., 1,208. This gave one shop to 
every 3,289 inhabitants and 5‘75 square 

Toddy • miles. The amount collected under current 

rentals fell from Rs. 14,77,588 to 
Rs. 14,65,371 or by Rs. 12,217. The largest number of toddy 
shops was in the Kunnatnad taluk, oiz-, 97, followed by Sher- 
tallai (96), Minachil (84), Kottayam (81), Parur (75), 
Vaikam (73), Ambalapuzha (71) and Tiruvalla (66). The 
smallest number of toddy shops was in the Shencotta taluk, oiz., 
9. It may be noted that a small measure of toddy forms part of 
• the regular diet of the labouring classes. 
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52. The rates of tree tax remained the same as in the pre¬ 
vious year. They were as follows :— 

Tree Tax- 


1 

■ Class of tree. J 


Rate. 


Bh. Rs. 

As. 

Ps. 

Cocoanut 

7 

0 

0 per annum. 

Palmyra 

3 

12 

0 Do. 

Choondapana 

14 

0 

0 Do. 


• 53. The number of trees licensed for tapping during the 
years 1104 and 1105 is given below :— 

Trees Tapped- 


Number licensed in 


1104. j 1105. 


1 1U4. i 

1 i 

l tux 

Cocoanut 

1 

98,844 

93,290 

Palmyra 

14,152 

14,169 

Choondapana 

21,392 

21,027 


There was a decrease of 5,554 cocoanutand 365.choonda- 
pana trees and an increase of 17 palmyra trees in the number 
licensed during the year as compared with 1104. Palmyra 
palms were tapped in five taluks of the Trivandrum Division and 
in the Shencotta taluk of the Quilon Division and toddy was 
drawn from choondapana trees in eight taluks each of the Quilon 
and Kottayam Divisions. The largest number of cocoanut 
palms, viz ., 13,508 was tapped in the Shertallai taluk, followed 
by Ambalapuzha, Kottayam, Parur and Vaikam. The taluk of 
Agastisvaram was first in regard to the number of palmyra trees 
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tapped for fermented toddy, oiz., 4,223. The taluks of Kalkulam, 
Tovala, Vilavankod, Shencotta and Neyyattinkara came next in 
order. The highest number of choondapana trees, viz-, 5,530, 
was marked in Minachil, followed by Muvattupuzha and 
Kunnatnad. The total amount of tree tax collected fell from 

Rs. 5,31,418 in 1104 to Rs. 5,04,497 in 1105. 

54. The quantity of foreign liquor including all varieties 
imported into the State during the year rose from 32,611 gallons 

in 1104 to 35,860 gallons in 1105 or by 

Foreign Liquor■ 3,249 gallons. Twenty- eight licenses for 
the wholesale and 9 licenses for the retail 
vend of foreign liquor were issued, the number for the previous 
year being 29 and 9, respectively. The total collections under 
license fee on foreign liquors amounted to Rs. I 5,680, i. e., an 
increase of Rs. 407 over the collections of the previous year. 

55. The total demand for the year, including arrears, was 
Rs. 25,96,236, of which Rs. 25,48,669 was collected and 

Rs. 7,722 written off, leaving a balance of 
Abkari Revenue. Rs. 39,845 pending collection at the end 
of the year. The percentage of collection 
under current demand was 99'32 and under arrears 4‘! against 
99'1 and 127, respectively, in the previous year. 

56. The ‘ Independent Shop ’ system in regard to the sale 
of opium and ganja continued to be in force throughout the State. 

The supply to the vend contractors was 

System of Sale made by the department, the opium and 
of Opium and ganja required being purchased from the 
Ganja. Madras Stores and issued from the Central 

Stores at Trivandrum. The contracts 
entered into with the shop-keepers for 1104 having termi¬ 
nated by the close of the year, fresh contracts were entered 
into for 1105. The issue prices of opium and ganja continued 
to be the same as in the previous year, oiz., Bh. Rs. 81J and 
Bh, Rs. 30 per seer, respectively. 
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57. Opium and ganja were sold in 131 shops as in the 
previous year. This gave one shop to every 58 ’20 square miles 

and to 30,581 inhabitants. The quantity 
Consumption of opium issued for sale fell from 4,290 

of Opium and seers to 3,863 seers, while that of ganja 

Ganja. increased from 5,881 seers to 6,257 seers. 

As in the previous year, the decrease under 
opium was due to the strict control exercised by the department 
over the issues t o the shops. The average consumption per head 
of the population was 0'07 7 tola of opium and 0‘125 tola of 
ganja, against 0'085 tola of opium and O'l 1 7 tola of ganja in 

1104. The largest quantity of opium, oiz., 571 seers, was 
consumed in the Kottayam taluk, followed by Minachil, 
Changanacherry, Kunnatnad and Parur. The smallest quantity, 
oiz., 6 seers, was consumed in the Nedumangad taluk. The 
largest quantity of ganja, oiz., 422 seers, was consumed in the 
taluk of Quilon, followed by Ambalapuzha, Pattanapuram, 
Changanacherry and Mavelikara. Peermade consumed the 
smallest quantity of ganja, oiz., 9 seers. The average retail 
selling prices per tola of opium and ganja were Bh. Re. 1 -14-3 
and 10 annas 8 pies, respectively. A sum of Rs. 3,49,61 7 was 
received during the year from the Madras Government on 
account of the rebate of duty on opium and ganja. This was 
Rs. 21,729 less than the amount realised for the previous year. 
Including this rebate, the total collection under opium and ganja 
amounted to Rs. 8,35,050, against Rs. 6,71,341 or an increase 
of Rs. 1,63,709. The percentage of collection to demand was 
99'9. The total receipts under Abkari, including opium and 
ganja, rose from Rs. 39,69,945 in 1104 to Rs. 39,95.,119 in 

1105. The incidence per head of population also rose from 
15 annas 7 pies to 1 5 annas 9 pies. 

58. The tobacco required for consumption in the State is 
imported by merchants on their own account by land, sea or 

rail and bonded in the Government ware- 
Tobacco — houses where it is allowed to remain in the 

System of supply joint custody of the Government and the 

and sale. merchants. The merchants remove the 

tobacco from the Warehouses after paying 
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the import duty. The varieties of tobacco imported are 
Tinnevelly, Jaffna and Coimbatore. The system of sale of 
tobacco under licenses remained in force in the taluks of Tovala 
and Agastisvaram excepting the Neendakara pakuthi of the latter 
taluk, in the taluk of Shencotta, the Alleppey pafyuihi of the 
Ambalapuzha taluk and in all the taluks of the Devicolam and 
Kottayam Divisions. 

59. To enable the officers of the department to exercise 
better supervision over the trade in tobacco, it was considered 

necessary to reduce the number of persons 
Amendments to engaged in the trade by enhancing the 
Tobacco Rules. minimum quantities of the commodity fixed 
for importation and sale in a year. Accord¬ 
ingly, amendments were made to the Tobacco Rules, by 
which the minimum quantities to be imported and sold were 
raised and fixed as follows:— 

(i) A mellabhom licensee should import not less than 
50 candies of Coimbatore and Tinnevelly tobacco in a year. 

(ii) A wholesale licensee, who carries on his business 
outside the Devicolam Division, should sell not less than 5 
candies of tobacco in a year. 

(iii) A retail licensee should sell not less than 30 lbs. 
of tobacco in a month, 

60. The consumption of duty-paid tobacco fell from 20,722 
candies in 1104 to 20,273 candies in 1105. The decrease of 

449 candies was mainly due to the economic 
Tobacco depression caused by the abnormal fall in the 

Consumption. prices of staple commodities. Excluding a 
third of the population as children and 
non-users of tobacco, the average consumption per head of 
population was 4'55 lbs. against 4’66 lbs. in 1104. The total 
collections under Tobacco amounted to Rs. 21,33,202 or 
a decrease of Rs. 39,757 as compared with the receipts in the 
previous year. Sixty-eight per cent, of the collections was con¬ 
tributed by Coimbatore tobacco, while the percentages of 
collection from Jaffna and Tinnevelly tobacco were 23 and 9 
respectively. 
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61. The number of cases investigated by the department 
under the Abkari, Opium, Tobacco and Salt laws was 1,876 

against 2,454 in 1104. Of these, 1,680 
Excise cases were charged before the Magistracy; 

Offences. 148 cases were either referred for orders 

or struck off the register; and 48 cases were 
pending investigation at the close of the year. The total 
number of cases tried by the Magistracy was 1,721, of which 
1,665 ended in conviction and 20 in acquittal, and the remain¬ 
ing 36 cases were pending trial at the end of the year. The 
percentages of conviction and acquittal were, respectively, 98*81 
and 1'19 against 98'40 and 1 "60 in 1104. The number of 
cases detected by the department fell from 2,394 to 1,830. 
The decrease was under Abkari and Tobacco, although there 
was an increase in the work of detection under Opium and Salt. 
The fall, which was common in almost all the important 
Divisions, was the result of the better preventive work turned 
out by the officers of the department, which minimised the 
opportunities for the commission of malpractices. Amongst 
the cases reported under the Abkari law, 1,098 related to 
illicit manufacture of toddy, 150 to possession of illicit liquor, 

105 to unlicensed possession of liquor and 84 to illicit transport. 
Under the Tobacco law, there were 87 cases of smuggling, 43 
of possession of illicit tobacco and 5 of illicit sale. The quantity 
of smuggled tobacco seized by the officers of the department 
amounted to 2,122 lbs. A sum of Rs. 19,321 was recovered 
under the Excise laws in the several Magistrates’ Courts during 
the year. These figures amply demonstrate the importance of 
vigilant detective work in the administration of Abkari revenue 
and clearly indicate the increasing recognition by the depart¬ 
ment of the paramount need for efficient preventive work in 
furtherance of the Abkari policy of the Government. 

62. There were during the year 360 fines, 24 degradations 
65 suspensions, 22 dismissals and 3 forfeitures of appointments, 

against 407 fines, 34 degradations, 67 sus- 
Discipline. pensions, 6 dismissals and 12 forfeitures 
of appointments in 1104, 
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63. The following statement gives the receipts and ex- 
penditure under the head of Excise (Abkari, Opium, Ganja and 
Tobacco) during the years 1104 and 
Receipts and 1105;— 

Expenditure. 


Particulars. j 

1104. 

1105. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Receipts. 

61,42,819 

61,21,456 

Expenditure. 

4,12,310 

4,13,396 


The receipts decreased by Rs. 21,363 and the expenditure 
rose by Rs. 1,086. The net revenue fell from Rs. 57,30,509 
to Rs. 57,08,060 or by Rs. 22,449. The incidence of the 
total Excise revenue per head of the population was Rs. I'5, 
which is almost equivalent to the incidence in the Madras Pre¬ 
sidency. ___ 


Customs Revenue. 

64. Under the Interportal Trade Convention entered into 
with the British Govenment in 1865 a. n., Travancore does 
not levy duty on imported goods, with 
Import'Duiy. certain exceptions, produced or manu- 
facured in British India or in the Cochin 
State, or on goods which have already paid import duty in 
Cochin or in British India. But Travancore levies duty on 
articles imported direct from abroad. The average amount of 
customs collected at the time of the Interportal Convention was 
Bh. Rs. 53,218 of which Bh. Rs. 13,218 represented the 
amount of import duty then realised at the Travancore sea-ports, 
and the British Government guaranteed the State a total import 
revenue to this extent by undertaking to make good any deficit up 
to Bh. Rs. 40,000 a year. In other words, when the Tra- 
yancore sea-customs collections (on imports from foreign countries 
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excluding goods imported by sea for the use of the Travancore 
Government) are less than Bh. Rs. 13,218, the British Govern¬ 
ment pay to Travancore Bh. Rs. 40,000 ; but if, in any year, the 
collections exceed Bh. Rs. 13,218, the excess amount realised 
is deducted from the sum of Bh. Rs. 40,000 and the balance 
alone is payable to Travancore. No .amount was payable 
during the year under report by the British Govenment under 
the Interportal Trade Convention. Tobacco, salt, opium and 
spirits are excluded from the Convention. Foreign liquors which 
have paid duty at British or Cochin ports are also exempted from 
duty. The assigned values and rates of duty adopted by 
Travancore in regard to imports from foreign countries follow 
the British Indian Tariff. 

65. In regard to exports, the State is free to levy duties on 
any commodity. Under the Interportal Trade Convention, how¬ 
ever, the rate of duty on tariff valuation shall 

Export Duty. not exceed Rs. 5 per cent, on all ordinary 
exports, Rs. 10 per cent, on timber and 
Rs. 15a candy on pepper and areca-nut. Of articles on which 
export duty is now levied, the most important are copra, coir, 
cocoanut oil and cocoanuts, tea, pepper, dry ginger, jaggery, 
salt fish, areca-nut and tamarind. The revenue is collected at 
land and sea customs-houses, of which there were 70 at the end 
of the year under report. 

66. Export duty was imposed on mango-wood and jackwood 
logs at 10 per cent, on a tariff value of Bh. Rs. 2 and Bh. Rs. 3 

per cubic foot, respectively, with effect from 

Tariff Changes, the 17th Dhanu 1105. The tariff other¬ 
wise remained unchanged. 

67. The total receipts under imports rose from Rs. 4,46,138 
to Rs. 6,21,161 and the export duty realised from Rs. 27,90,781 

to Rs. 28,59,552. The increase was 

Receipts under Rs. 1,75,023 and Rs. 68,771, respectively. 
Imports and The bulk of the import duty, i- e., 63 per 

Exports. cent., was as usual realised from tobacco, 

both raw and manufactured, a commodity 
outside the scope of the Interposal Trade Convention. The 
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major portion of the export duty was contributed, as in the pre¬ 
vious year, by the produce of the cocoanut tree, viz-, copra, 
cocoanuts, coir, cables, coir-fibre, cocoanut husk, cocoanut oil 
and punnac. These articles together yielded 5 [ ‘36 per cent, of 
the total revenue from exports. There was an increase in the 
duty realised from cocoanuts, cocoanut oil and punnac, while 
there was a fall under copra, coir, cables, coir fibre and cocoa- 
nut husk, The increase under cocoanuts was due partly to the 
enhancement of the tariff value of the article towards the close of 
the previous year and partly to larger exports and that under 
punnac and cocoanut oil was due to the larger demand from 
abroad. The fall under copra was caused by the larger con¬ 
sumption in the oil-mills of the State and by the want of demand 
in European markets, while that under coir and cocoanut husk 
was due to the low prices in foreign markets and in the Cochin 
State. The decrease under cable was only nominal. Exports 
increased under areca-nuts, laurel oil, dry ginger and pepper as 
the result of better production and favourable prices in foreign 
markets. Decreases occurred under tea, jaggery, lemon-grass 
oil, hides, fish, tamarind, charcoal and fuel. The duty on tea 
fell from Rs. 4,60,689 to Rs. 4,39,159 or by Rs. 21,530. 

68. The sub-joined statement gives the receipts and expendi¬ 
ture under customs during the years 1104 

Receipts and and 1105 :— 

Expenditure• 


Particulars. ! 

1104 

1105 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Receipts 

32,51,180 

34,95,760 

Expenditure 

80,725 

81,155 


The receipts increased by Rs. 2,44,580 and the expendi¬ 
ture by Rs. 430. The net income from customs rose from 
Rs, 31,70,455 to Rs. 34,14,605. 



Forest Revenue & Charges. 



2,400 
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Forest Revenue. 

Conservator. Mr. R. Dhanuhoti Pillai, B. A. 

Honors ( Oxon.) 

69. Travancore has from the earliest times been a country 
with valuable forests. In the early part of the last century, teak 
was the only monopoly timber in the State. 

Historical People were free to fell and remove every 

Survey. other kind of timber except that they had to 

pay a slight river duty when the timber was 
transported by water. The first Conservator was appointed 
more than a century ago with an establishment costing a little 
over Rs. 1,000 per annum. The function of the Conservator 
was confined to arranging for teak and cardamoms being collect¬ 
ed and delivered at Alleppey. From such small beginnings, 
the department steadily grew in size and strength and has been 
charged with increased and multifarious functions. In 1844, 
blackwood and anjili were declared monopolies, and wax, 
cardamoms, ebony and sandalwood were later on added to the 
list of monopolies. Cardamoms ceased to be a monopoly in 
1071 (1896). Artificial regeneration of teak commenced in 
1886. In 1063 (1888) the first Forest Regulation for the 
protection and management of State forests was promulgated. 
The first forest reserve of 300 square miles was notified in the 
following year. Since then in the course of 40 years, the area 
of the State reserved forests has reached 2,393'5 square miles. 
In the interests of cultivation and to meet the increasing pressure 
of population, selected areas from them are, wherever possible, 
being excluded for assignment. The “ royal ” trees now are 
teak, blackwood, ebony and sandalwood. The receipts of the 
Forest Department in 1038 (1862-63) amounted to over Rs. If 
lakhs. As a result of more than sixty years’ careful control 
and management, the annual income from the department has 
reached Rs. 16‘65 lakhs. There has also been a proportionate 
rise in the expenditure, which was less than Rs. 80,000 in 
1059 (1883-84) and amounted to Rs. 8\22 lakhs in the year 
under report. 
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70. The policy of the Government has in recent years been 
to refrain from further reservation of extensive areas. The 

objects underlying the reservation so far 

Forest Policy■ made have been to secure the utmost pos¬ 

sible yield from that part of a forest block 
which is commercially valuable ; to protect the forest growth in 
mountainous tracts for the prevention of erosion and landslips ; 
to regulate the flow of water in streams originating from the 
hills ; and to preserve the sources of supply of small timber and 
fuel to the agriculturists and of dodder for the cattle. Endea¬ 
vours have been made to develop the utilisation of soft woods. 
On the conservancy side, special efforts are devoted to the 
scientific plantation of valuable species of timber to replace fell¬ 
ings in natural forests. Artificial regeneration side by side with 
exploitation is the settled policy of the Government. A judicious 
policy of disafforesting as much suitable land as practicable for 
paddy cultivation is being systematically pursued. 

71. The area of reserved forests fell from 2,394 square 
miles and 171 acres to 2,393 square miles and 254 acres; the 

decrease of 557 acres was mainly due to 
Reserved Forests• the disafforestation of certain portions of the 

Illichira grazing block in the Central Divi¬ 
sion and the reduction of the original area of the Kadakamon 
reserve in the Quilon Division caused by the publication of a 
revised Notification during the year. 

72. The area of reserved lands decreased from 93 square 
miles and 119 acres to 93 square miles and 1 05 acres, the 

decrease of 14 acres being due to the ex- 
Reserved Lands • elusion of 11 acres from the Rajampara 
proposed reserve and the transfer of 3 acres 
in the Ariyankavu reserve from the head “ reserved lands” to 
“ reserved forests. " 

73. During the year, there was no change affecting the area 

of fuel and fodder reserves, which was 3 

Fuel and square miles and 495 acres as in II04. 

Fodder Reserves. 



1'OKEST KEVEXI 


57 


iv.j 

74. At the beginning of the year, there were 21 proposed 
reserves and 14 fuel and fodder reserves pending final settlement. 

One proposed reserve was finally settled 
Forest S ettlement. during the year. The post of the Special 
Forest Settlement Officer, created at the 
commencement of 1101, was abolished on the 1st Tulam 1 105 
and the forest settlement work relating to the various tracts 
undergoing reservation was retransferred to the respective Dewan 
Peishkars and the Commissioner, Devicolam. The orders of 
the High Court staying proceedings of the settlement of 
the Alapra proposed reserve continued to be in force during the 
year. 

75. Forest exploitation is regulated by working plans or 
working schemes so as to bring all important forests under 

systematic management, to ensure continuity 
Working Flans, of treatment and orderly and economic 
working on an organised basis as well as to 
ensure scientific forest regeneration designed in the interests of 
posterity. The working scheme prepared by the department in 
1104 for a portion of the Puliyara reserve, known as Mulakara- 
chanpara Fuel Working Circle, was sanctioned by the Govern¬ 
ment during the year. There were sanctioned working plans or 
schemes in respect of 1,002 square miles and 451 acres of 
reserved forests as against 999 square miles and 154 acres in 
1 104. During the year, all the Divisional Forest Officers were 
given instructions to prepare working schemes for the unorganised 
reserves in their respective jurisdiction. Accordingly, a simple 
scheme for the Todupuzha Range in the Kottayam Division was 
taken in hand and the enumeration of 154 acres completed. In 
the Shencotta Division, enumeration of tree growth in the 
Achenkoil valley was undertaken towards the preparation of a 
scheme for the area. 

76. The natural regeneration of valuable species like 
marutu, irul, \nmhakam, teak, blackwood, venga and 

tambakam in the several Forest Divisions 

Sylviculture. was on the whole satisfactory. In regard 
to artificial reproduction, 553'68 acres 
were (planted with teak at a cost of Rs. 2'1 ■ per acre. 
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The Taungt/a ' system of raising plantations was adopted during 
the year as well. The receipts from the plantations amounted 
to Rs. 80,681 against Rs. 64,123 in the previous year. This 
increase was more apparent than real as there was an abnormal 
fall in the receipts for 1104. In the Northern Division, defoliators 
visited all the plantations in the hot season, but the pest dis¬ 
appeared with the advent of rains. The havoc caused by elephants 
was severe in the Mallana and Paneli plantations of the Northern 
Division and in the younger plantations of the Shencotta Division. 
While the old plantations of the several Divisions were in good 
condition, some of the younger plantations were damaged by 
floods and rank growth of grass. The area of rubber and 
casuarina plantations remained the same as in the previous year, 
while the cashew-nut plantations at Meenad were extended by 
30 acres. Five acres in Azhutha fuel reserve were planted with 
red gum seedlings purchased during the year. As usual, cultural 
operations such as creeper cutting, climber cutting, weeding and 
thinning were carried out. The experimental plantation of 
mahogany demonstrated the adaptability of the species to the 
climatic and soil conditions of the State. From the experience 
gained in the rearing of the beedi leaf plant, it was found that the 
plant would thrive in certain parts of the Trivandrum and Quilon 
Divisions, particularly on the outskirts of the Shencotta taluk. 
The results of the attempts made in the previous years for 
introducing other species of exotics were being watched with 
interest. 
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77. The extraction of timber from the forests was entrusted 
as in the past mostly to contract agencies. The usual methods 

for the transport of forest produce, viz., 
Exploitation of carts along land routes and rafts along 
Timber. waterways, were adopted for the extraction 

of timber. Elephants were employed for 
dragging timber from areas away from road-sides or river 
banks. Buffalo carts were also used in certain cases. The 
quantity of timber extracted and removed from the forests during 
the year was 1,374,463 cubic feet against 1,294,332 cubic feet 
in 1104 or an increase of 80,131 cubic feet, the out-turn being 
the highest on record in recent years. Royalties formed 
593,686 cubic feet and junglewood 780,777 cubic feet. The 
corresponding quantities for 1104 were 641,808 cubic feet and 
652,524 cubic feet. Including the stock at the commencement 
of the year, the quantity of timber available for disposal was 
2,141,967 cubic feet. Of this, 1,257,205 cubic feet were 
disposed of during the year, comprising 577,857 cubic feet of 
royalties and 679,348 cubic feet of junglewood, against 476,074 
cubic feet of royalties and 791,740 cubic feet of junglewood in 
1104. The balance in stock at the end of the year 
consisted of 460,864 cubic feet of royalties and 423,898 
cubic feet of junglewood or a total of 8,84,762 cubic 
feet. The total receipts on account of the sale of royal trees 
and junglewood amounted to Rs. 15,82,076 in 1105 against 
Rs. 14,58,363 in 1104, or an increase of Rs. 1,23,713. This 
was mainly due to the larger disposals of royalties, mostly teak, 
effected during the year for better prices than in 1104 and to 
the realisation in 1105 of the value of large quantities of 
junglewood sold at the close of the previous year. 

78. Next to timber, firewood, and charcoal are the most 
important items of forest produce. The receipts from the 

disposal of these amounted to Rs. 12,128, 
Minor Forest which marked a fall of Rs. 21,159, compar- 
Produce. ed with 1104. This was due to the fall 

in the area of tree growth sold during the 
year. The right of collection of cardamoms from the Kanni 
Elam Tract of the Kottayam Division was given on long term 
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leases and an amount of Rs. 4,031 was realised as fast against 
Rs. 4 885 in the previous year. The realisation from the auc¬ 
tion sale of ivory in the Conservator’s office was Rs. 5,139 or 
Rs. 2,903 less than in 1104 due to the decrease in the quantity 
of elephant tusks collected by the department. The receipts on 
account of fees from grazing permits and fodder grass rose from 
Rs. 20,520 to Rs. 20,593. The total revenue realised from 
minor forest produce during the year amounted to Rs. 99,565 
against Rs. 96,957 in 1104 or an increase of Rs. 2,608, which 
was the result of greater removals of bamboos and reeds for 
manufacturing purposes. 

79. Operations for the capture of elephants were suspended 
during 1105 owing to difficulties experienced in the sale of 

captured elephants and for want of a 
Elephants. sufficient number of good decoys in the 

department. At the beginning of the year, 
the department possessed 13 elephants, of which 5 were tuskers 
and 8 cows. A tusker elephant died during the year. The 
amount realised as hire of elephants was Rs. 758 against 
Rs. 694 in 1104. While a sum of Rs. 13,833 was realised 
from the sale of elephants in the previous year, no elephant was 

sold in 1105. 

80. The number of forest offences which required investiga¬ 
tion by the department and disposal during the year was 1,532, 

of which 371 cases were those pending at 
Forest Protec- the close of the previous year. Of these, 
tion. 180 cases were disposed of by the Magis¬ 

tracy, 807 cases were compounded and 
35 withdrawn, leaving a balance of 510 cases undisposed of. 
The largest number of the offences related to illicit collection, 
possession or removal of timber or minor forest produce from 
reserved forests and from lands at the disposal of Government. 
Next came cases of damage to reserved or royal trees. Of the 
cases disposed of by the Courts, 1 59 ended in conviction and 
21 in acquittal. The amount of compensation realised during 
the year fell from Rs. 14,898 to Rs. 13,866. Proper and 
effective measures were as usual taken to protect the forests from 
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(ire. The area thus protected during the year was 2,125 
square miles against 2,122 square miles in -1104. An area of 
263 acres was overrun by fire. The system of early burning 
was continued with satisfactory results. The area closed to the 
grazing of all animals was 237 acres as in 1104. An addi¬ 
tional area of one square mile was closed to sheep and goats 
during the year. 

81. The school for the training of Guards at Konni was 
continued during the year and the eleventh batch of students were 

trained, 24 candidates being declared quali- 
Forest School. fied. The school was abolished after the 
completion of training of the eleventh batch. 

82. The gross revenue increased from Rs. 16,04,755 in 
1104 to Rs. 16,65,238 in 1105 or by Rs. 60,483. The 

expenditure fell from Rs. 8,55,909 to 
Receipts and Rs. 8,22,366. The net revenue thus rose 

Expenditure■ from Rs. 7,48,846 to Rs. 8,42,872 or by 

by Rs. 94,026. 


Stamps. 

Controlling Officer• Mr.S. Venkataramana Aiyar, B. A., 

{till 25-8-1105). 

Mr. C.S. Krishnaswami Aiyar, 

M. A. {till 16-10-1105). 

Mr. R. Nilakanta Pillai, B. A., 

B. L. 

83. The Chief Account Officer is ex-officio Superintendent 
of Stamps and controls the Stamp. Manufactory and the Central 
Stamp Depot. The Stamp Manufactory is 
Control. under the immediate charge of a Superin¬ 

tendent, and the Central Stamp Depot un¬ 
der the Divisional Treasury Officer, Trivandrum. All stamps 
manufactured in the Manufactory are sent to the Central Stamp 
Depot wherefrom they are issued to the several branch and local 
depots for sale. Stamp papers of the value of Rupee one and 
above are counter-stamped at the Central Stamp Depot before 
despatch, 
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84. The following table shows the volume of stamp printing 
work done in the Stamp Manufactory during 
Manufacture. the past three years : - 




Number printed during 

2. 

Description. 




$ 


1103 i 

1 

1104 

1105 

1 

General Stamp 

i 

8,68,8021 




Papers 

6,80,159 

5,35,711 

2 

Hundi Stamp 




3 

Papers 

Foreign Bill 

17,061: 

11,539 

47,778 


Stamps 

15,360 

15,168 

50,688 

4 

One Anna Receipt 
Stamps 

22,21,680; 

15,24,000 

■7,50,000 

5 

Private documents 





(Embossed) 

36,667' 

11,435 

12,325 

6 

Court Fee Stamp: 





Papers 

1,60,107 

2,56,442 

2,58,154 

7 

Court Fee Labels... 

21,66,000 

19,24,200 

12,18,840 

8 

i Copying Papers 
(Ordinary) 

13,66,019' 

11,41,278 

14,64,710 

9 

i Copying Papers 

i 




(Service) 



35,000 

10 

Anchal Stamps ...| 



41,07,516 


! Cards 

[ 93,58,102 

97,95,422 

25,44,688 


Covers ... 

) 


28,48,500 

11 

1 Service Anchal 



f cool o 


i Stamps 
j Service Anchal 

1 19,76,624 

20,72,804 

19,65,936 


Cards 

j | 


1.02.400 


i Total 

1 

1,81,86,422 

1,74,32,447 

igsjf, 

1,59,42,246 


85. The face value of stamps manufactured in the year fell 
from Rs. 41-38 lakhs to Rs. 32*95 lakhs. The issue from the 
Central Stamp Depot amounted toRs. 29'38 
Value of Stamps, lakhs. The dosing balance in stock jn the 
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Central Stamp Depot and Stamp Manufactory was Rs. 84'94 
lakhs against Rs. 81 '55 lakhs at the close of the previous year. 

86. The following tabular statement shows the receipts and 
expenditure of the department during the 
Receipts and past three years : — 

Expenditure. 


Receipts 

Deduct —Refunds 


■ j 29,65,376 ; 28,73,990 : 28,26,384 
. 1,03,885 | 1,01,772 99,549 


Net Receipts ■ • ■: 28,61,491 


Expenditure 

Expenditure debited 
to Anchal Depart¬ 
ment , 


1,13,200 

25,387 


Net Expenditure 


87,813 


27,72,218 ; 27,26,835 
1,20,865 ! 1,19,545 

. 24,647 25,945 

96,218 : 93,600 


The gross revenue of the year fell by Rs. 47,606 from 
that of the previous year, which is made up of a fall of 
Rs, 50,520 under General Stamps, and Rs. 5,146 under Court 
Fee Stamps with a rise of Rs. 7,950 under duty on impressing 
documents and Rs. 110 under Miscellaneous items. The fall 
in the receipts under “Sale of General Stamps” is due to the 
decrease in the number of documents registered during the 
year. 
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JUSTICE AND CRIME. 


Chief Justice, High Court. Mr- H. S. Chatfield, M. A., 

Barrister-at-Law (On leaoe 
till the 6th Dhanu 1105). 

Judge, High Court- Mr. K- G. Paramesoara Menon, 

B- A., B. L. (On leave). 

„ „ Mr. A. Venkatarawa Aiyar, 

B. A., B. L. (Acting Chief 
Justice till the 6th Dhanu 

1105). 

,, „ Mr. Joseph Taliat, M-A., 

Barrister-at-Law. 

„ .• Mr. Changanachery K. Parames- 

varan Pillai, B. A., B. L- 
(Acting). 

,, „ Mr. A. Venkata Rao, 

B. A-, B. L. (Acting till 
6-5-1105 ) and Temporary 
after that date. 

„ .i Mr. P. K. Narayana Pillai, 

B. A., B. L. (Temporary ). 
» ii Mr. K. K. Chacfo, Barrister- 

at-Law (Temporary till 
6-5-1105). 

The judicial administration of the State rests with the High 
Court, except in the matter of offences committed by European 
British subjects, in regard to which there 
Judicial System, are special courts in the State established 
by law. Subject to this exception, the 
High Court is the highest civil and criminal court in the land 
and has the power of adjudication over suits of the highest value 
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and criminal cases of the most serious nature, although its deci¬ 
sions in some important civil and criminal cases, such as decrees 
in suits to the value of five thousand rupees and above and 
capital and life sentences, are subject to confirmation by the 
Sovereign, application for which is transmitted through the 
Dewan. The High Court has no original jurisdiction. In 
appeals, however, questions of fact as well as of law are adjudi¬ 
cated upon. Until 1894, there was a “ Royal Court of Final 
Appeal ” corresponding, more or less, to the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council in England. This Court has since been 
abolished, but the functions of such a committee are to some 
extent exercised by a Full Bench of the High Court which, 
when so acting, passes judgments in the form of advice to the 
Sovereign. Below the High Court are the District and Sessions 
Courts which are the highest courts of original jurisdiction in 
civil and criminal matters. Below these Civil and Sessions 
Courts are the courts of the Munsiffs and the Village Panchayat 
Courts for the trial of civil cases, and the courts of the Magi¬ 
strates including Benches of Honorary Magistrates for the trial 
of criminal cases- Munsiffs’ Courts and Village Panchayat 
Courts have only original jurisdiction ; and, generally speaking, 
the jurisdiction of the Munsiff extends up to suits of the value of 
two thousand and five hundred rupees and that of the Village 
Panchayat Court up to fifty rupees. Suits tried by the Village 
Panchayat Courts are of a small cause nature and the decisions 
are not subject to appeal, although the District Courts have the 
power to revise them to some limited extent. Munsiffs also try 
some classes of suits as small cause suits, the decisions in which 
are subject only to revision by the High Court. The decisions 
of the Munsiffs in other suits are subject to regular appeals 
which lie either to the High Court or to the District Court 
according as the value of the suit is above one thousand rupees 
or not. In regard to the administration of criminal justice, there 
are below the Sessions Court the Magistrates who are of three 
classes and some of whom are honorary. The chief Magistrate 
of a District is the District Magistrate who is a Magistrate of 
the first class and under him are other Magistrates of the first 
class and Magistrates of the second and the third class, These 
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last have only original jurisdiction while Magistrates of the 
first class, including District Magistrates, have original as well 
as appellate jurisdiction. The appellate authority over Magis¬ 
trates of the second and third classes is the District Magistrate 
and, if specially authorised, any other First Class Magistrate. 
The appellate authority over First Class Magistrates, including 
the District Magistrate, is the Sessions Court. District and 
certain First Class Magistrates are Land Revenue Officers as 
well, but except in a few cases where Tahsildars are empowered 
to exercise magisterial functions in their respective taluks, all 
Magistrates of the second and the third class are Magistrates 
exclusively and have no revenue functions. The stipendiary 
Magistrates are mostly graduates in law. The criminal judiciary 
in the State in respect of offences committed by European 
British subjects consists of Special Magistrates and a Special 
Appellate Judge appointed under Sign Manual by virtue of 
certain Proclamations. Special Magistrates exercise original 
jurisdiction and the Special Appellate Judge exercises appellate 
and revisionary powers over them. But none of them can award 
any punishment higher than imprisonment extending up to three 
months or fine up to one thousand rupees or both. If, in the 
opinion of .the Special Magistrate taking cognizance of a case, 
the offence is one that cannot be tried by him or be adequately 
punished by him, he has to commit the offender to the High 
Court of Madras. 

2. The entire judiciary is recruited from the ranks of duly 
qualified members of the service or of the bar. Judges of the 
High Court are appointed by the Ruler and 
Recruitment. they are selected from District Judges or 
from the leading members of the bar. 
District Judges are appointed by the Government in consultation 
with the High Court. Munsiffs are likewise appointed by the 
Government on the recommendation of the 
Security of High Court. District Judges and Munsiffs 
Service. are removable for misconduct only after a 

formal enquiry by a commission duly 
appointed by the High Court wjth the sanction of the Ruler, 
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The Judges and Munsiffs are without exception graduates in 
arts and law or Barristers. The courts are 

Indip evidence. absolutely free from any sort of interference 
on the part of the executive authorities. 
Suits against the Government are of everyday occurrence and 
Government regard the final decisions of the courts as binding 
on them and the courts are authorised by law to issue executions 
against the Government. 

Criminal Justice. 

3. The number of criminal courts during the year was 68, 
the same as in U 04. The above number is inclusive of the 
High Court, the Temporary Additional 
Tribunals. Sessions Courts at Nagercoil, Trivandrum, 
Quilon, Alleppey and Kottayam and the 
Munsiff-Magistrate’s Court at Nedumangad. There was on an 
average one court to every 112 square miles of the area and 
58,912 of the population of the State. 

Crime. 

4. The total number of offences reported during the year 
fell from 30,847 to 23,512 or by 23*77 percent, and those 
returned as true from 30,273 to 22,972. 

Offences- This fall is noteworthy in view of the econo¬ 

mic depression in the country and the 
general unrest elsewhere. There was a diminution of 388 
offences under the Penal Code and 6,947 offences under the 
special and local laws. The percentage to the total number 
rose from 42*68 to 54*34 in the case of the former, while it 
fell from 57*32 to 45*66 in the case of the latter. The number 
of cases rejected in limine fell from 51 2 to 463, while those 
struck off as false, frivolous or vexatious rose from 62 to 77. 
There was a slight fall in the percentage of true to reported 
cases, which was 98*14 in 1104 and 97*70 in 1105. The 
decrease in the number of offences under the Penal Code oc¬ 
curred mainly in respect of criminal force and assault, hurt, 
other mischiefs, criminal trespass and other offences relating to 
dispossession of property, offences relating to marriage, forgery 
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and extortion; increases were at the same time recorded in 
respect of grievous hurt, theft, robbery and criminal intimidation. 
In regard to offences under the special and local laws, those 
under the Police Regulation, the Forest Regulation, the Stamp 
Regulation and the Cattle Trespass Regulation showed an in¬ 
crease, but decreases occurred specially under the Municipal 
Regulation, the Hackney Carriage Regulation, the Motor 
Vehicles Regulation and the Abkari Regulation. The number 
of persons involved in the cases for disposal fell from 75,162 
to 67,442. Of these, 50,083 persons or 74'26 per cent, were 
brought to trial against 55,287 persons or 73'56 per cent, in 
1104. Twenty-one and a half per cent, of the number of 
persons brought to trial before the Sessions Courts and the 
Magistrates’ Courts, including the Bench Magistrates’ Courts, 
were convicted against 28 per cent, in 1 104. The percentage 
of persons actually convicted to the total population as at the 
last Census was only 0'26 against 0'38 in the previous year. 
Taking the offences under the Penal Code and the special and 
local laws together, the number of persons convicted under 
the Penal Code fell from 2,819 and 7'82 per cent, to 2,388 
and 6'41 per cent., respectively, and those under the special and 
local laws from 12,660 and 65‘76 percent, to 8,384 and 
65*34 per cent., respectively. 

5. The number of female offenders involved in the cases 
for disposal during the year was 3,850 and formed 7'68 per 
cent, of the total number of persons in- 

Female volved, against 3,924 females forming 

Offenders. 5-22 per cent, of the total number in 1104. 

Of these, 1,376 or 3574 per cent, were 
charged with compoundable offences such as simple hurt, cri¬ 
minal force, assault and trespass, against 1,389 or 35'40 per 
cent, in 1104. 458 females or 11 '89 per cent, of the number 
involved were convicted, the percentage falling from 13'46 in 
1104 to II '89 in 1105. Convictions under special and local 
laws formed the largest number of cases, and of them those 
under the Municipal Regulation formed the majority as in the 
previous year. 
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6. The number of juvenile offenders fell from 665 to 568, 
of whom 528 were boys and 40 girls. 119 of the juveniles 

were brought to trial and 33 (31 boys and 

Juvenile 2 girls) convicted against 168 brought to 

Offenders. trial and 38 (all boys) convicted in 1104. 

Of the 31 boys convicted, 3 were for 
theft, one for lurking house-trespass, one for culpable homicide 
not amounting to murder, 24 under the Police Regulation and 
2 under the Tobacco Regulation. The two girls were con¬ 
victed under the Tobacco Regulation. The number of juveniles 
transferred to the Reformatory fell from 1 5 to 4. 

7. The number of public servants prosecuted fell from 
142 in 1104 to 58 in 1105. Eight of these were prose¬ 
cuted under the orders of the departmental 

Public S ervants heads and the prosecutions against the re- 
Prosecuied. maining 50 were launched by private indi¬ 

viduals with Government sanction, against 
18 and 124, respectively, in 1104. Torture and extortion, 
criminal misappropriation, wrongful restraint and wrongful 
confinement, theft and robbery were the chief offences. The 
number of convictions was nil against 4 in 1104. 

Magistrates’ Courts. 

8. The total number of cases for disposal in the Magistrates’ 
Courts during the year was 31,086 affecting 67,442 persons, 

against 38,416 cases affecting 75,162 per- 

Otiginal sons in 1104. The number of cases dis- 

Work- posed of during the year was 25,996 affect¬ 

ing 51,615 persons against 32,560 cases 
affecting 60,085 persons in 11 04. The arrears at the close of 
the year stood at 5,090 cases involving 15,827 persons against 
5,856 cases involving 15,077 persons. The percentage of dis¬ 
posal fell from 85 in 1104 to 84 in 1105. 

9. The institutions in Bench Magistrates’ Courts fell from 
7,324 cases in 1104 to 3,933 cases or by 3,391 cases in 1105. 

Inclusive of arrears and cases received by 

Bench Magis - remand, etc., the total number of cases for 
Irates Courts. disposal was 6,946 affecting 7,730 persons. 
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The disposals fell from 8,857 cases to 6,402 cases and 
the arrears at the end of the year were 544 cases against 1,75 1 
cases at its beginning. Trivandrum disposed of the largest 
number of cases, Nagercoil, Quilon and Alleppey coming next 
in order. Mavelikara showed the smallest disposal. The 
arrears were heaviest in Trivandrum, the Bench Magistrates’ 
Courts next in order being Quilon, Alleppey and Nagercoil. 
Cases pending for over three months in all the Courts together 
numbered 232, of which 101 were in Trivandrum and the 
rest were shared by the other courts, except Kayankulam and 
Mavelikara which had no such case pending. The average 
duration of a case from the beginning to the end of a trial was 
29 days against 23 days in 1104. The percentage of conviction 
fell from 62 to 54. 1,114 witnesses were examined during 
the year against 964 in 1104. The number of witnesses 
detained beyond the first day of their appearance was 81 
against 94 in 1 104. 

10. In the Stipendiary Magistrates’ Courts, the number of 
new institutions fell from 23,523 cases (composed of 703 pre¬ 
liminary enquiries and 22,820 trials) to 

Stipendiary 19,579 cases (650 preliminary enquiries 
Magistrates' and 18,929 trials). The total number of 

Courts. cases for disposal was 24,110 against 

27,808 in 1104. The disposals also 
fell from 23,703 cases to 19,594 cases, the arrears at the close 
of the year rising from 4,105 cases to 4, 516 cases. Of the 
cases pending at the close of the year, 2,666 cases were more 
than three months old against 1,879 such cases in 1104. The 
average disposal of a Magistrate showed a decrease from 578 cases 
in 1104 to 478 in 1105. Excluding the delay in the arrest of 
accused persons and the investigation of cases referred to the 
Police, the average duration of a case was 44 days for preli¬ 
minary enquiries and 29 days for trials against 49 and 22 days 
respectively in 1104. The average duration was longest in 
respect both of trials and preliminary enquiries in the Addi¬ 
tional District Magistrate’s Court, Padmanabhapuram. The 
Stipendiary Magistrates examined in all 40,772 witnesses against 
46,129 witnesses in 1104, or 994 witnesses on an average 



CHIMIN'AL JUSTICE. 


71 


v.] 

against 1,125 in 1104. The number of witnesses detained 
beyond the first day of their appearance fell from 1,1 04 to 705 
and the majority were detained for less than three days. In 
the preliminary enquiries disposed of by the Stipendiary Magi¬ 
strates, 347 persons were committed to the Sessions Courts 
against 541 ih 1104. The number of persons convicted was 
6,812 out of 42,049 involved or 16'20 percent., the corres¬ 
ponding percentage for 1104 being 20'05. Of the persons 
convicted, 81 '60 per cent, were sentenced to fine only against 
82'60 per cent, in 1104. Solitary confinement was awarded 
to 24 persons, 5 less than in the previous year. The accused 
in one case was sentenced to whipping. 

1 1. Eleven Magistrates exercised appellate powers as ini 104. 
Including the arrears numbering 250 and those received by 
remand, etc., there were 1,119 appeals 
Appellate for disposal against 1,367 in 1104. The 

Work■ number of appeals disposed of fell from 

1,117 to 874, and the arrears at the end of 
the year fell to 245 cases. The pendency was heaviest in the 
Additional District Magistrate’s Court, Padmanabhapuram, with a 
file of 171 such cases, of which 143 cases were of more than 
three months’ duration. The average duration of an appeal rose 
from 76 to 101 days. The longest duration, viz-, 460 days was in 
the Additional District' Magistrate’s Court, Padmanabhapuram. 
The results of the appeals from the subordinate Magistrates were 
that, in 47 per cent, of the cases, against 51 per cent, in 1104, 
the findings and the sentences were confirmed and that the per¬ 
centage of cases in which the conviction was quashed and 
acquittal ordered rose from 22 to 29. 

12. The number of applications for revision by the District 
Magistrates during the year was 42, inclusive of the 6 applica¬ 
tions pending from 1104. 37 of these were 
Reoisional disposed of and 5 left pending at the close 

Work • of the year. 5,737 calendar cases were 

received for revision and they were all dis¬ 
posed of. Records were called for in 5 cases, 
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13. The total number of cases that came up for disposal 
before the Magistrates’ Courts in the exercise of their preventive 
and miscellaneous jurisdiction fell from . 

Miscellaneous 1,179 to 1,136, the number of persons in- 
Wotk • volved therein being 2,313 and 2,377, 

respectively. The number of cases disposed 
of was 680 affecting 1,1 45 persons, against 764 cases affecting 
1,2! 4 persons. The number of persons convicted rose from 
231 to 256 and formed 23 per cent, of the number dealt with 
against 19 per cent, in M04. Sixteen persons were called 
upon to give security for keeping the peace, of whom 7 suffered 
imprisonment on failure to give security, the corresponding 
figures for 1 104 being 35 and 2, respectively. Forty-four per¬ 
sons were summarily dealt with for preferring false or vexatious 
complaints, against 21 persons in 1104. 

1 4. The amount of fees and fines realised from Magistrates’ 
Courts was Rs. 62,353 against Rs. 81,614 in the previous year. 

The balance which was pending recovery 

Fines. at the end of the year was Rs. 12,395 

against Rs. 1 7,027 at the end of 1104. 

Sessions Courts. 

15. The number of cases committed to the Sessions Courts 
fell from 187 to 184 and the number of persons involved in them 
from 537 to 517. The total number of 

Original Work . cases for trial was 209 against 202 in 1104. 

195 cases, or 16 cases more than in 1 104, 
were disposed of; the arrears at the end of the year were 13 
cases against 22 cases pending at its beginning. The largest 
pendency was at Trivandrum with 5 cases, Quilon following 
with 4 cases and K ottayam with 2. The oases pending at Quilon 
were more.than three months old. The average period taken for the 
disposal of a sessions case from the date of receipt of the records 
was 29 days against 41 days in 1104 and such duration from 
the commencement to the close of the trial fell from 21 days to 
15 days. The longest duration was at Quilon and the shortest 
at Kottayam. The Sessions Courts examined 2,661 witnesses 
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or 233 witnesses more than in 1104. Of these, 251 witnesses 
were detained beyond the first day of their appearance, against 
562-witnesses so detained in 11 04. The percentage of convic¬ 
tion was 31 against 30 in the previous year. In two cases, the 
extreme penalty of the law was awarded and in 22 cases 
rigorous imprisonment for life, against 1 and 8, respectively, in 
.1104. The fines imposed fell from Rs. 5,469 to Rs. 3,212 ; 
the recoveries amounted to Rs. 2,072 ; and the balance, deduct¬ 
ing irrecoverable amounts, was Rs. 9,249, the heaviest balance 
being at Trivandrum. 

16. There were 320 appeal cases for disposal against 306 
in 1104; 248 cases were disposed of against 275 in the pre¬ 
vious year ; and the arrears at the close of 

Appellate the year rose from 31 to 72. The largest 

Work- pendency of appeals, viz., 32 cases, was at 

Trivandrum. Alleppey and Nagercoil had 
no appeals pending. The average duration of an appeal fell 
from 54 days to 49 days, the longest duration being 83 days, at 
Trivandrum. The disposal of the appeals resulted in the con¬ 
firmation of 51 per cent, of the decisions of the superior Magis¬ 
trates against 41 per cent, in 1104'and the percentage of 
acquittals in reversal rose to 37 from 34. ■ 

17. The number of applications for revision, including the 
arrears at the close of the previous year, was 4 and all of them 

were disposed of. The number of appeal 

Miscellaneous statements and, calendars received for re- 
Work- vision was 4,001, and all except 275 were 

revised. 

High Court, 

18. Nineteen cases involving 21 persons were referred to 
the High Court by the Sessions Courts under Section 278 of 

the Criminal Procedure Code during the 
Referred Trials, year, against 8 cases involving 9 persons 
in 1104. Including the cases brought 

forward from 1104, 17 cases involving 17 persons were 
disposed of and 5 cases involving 7 persons were pending at 
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the close of 1105. Sentence was enhanced to one of death in 
the case of two persons, while death sentence was confirmed in 
the case of one person and commuted to life imprisonment in 
the case of another. Rigorous imprisonment for life was con¬ 
firmed in the case of 6 persons, conviction was quashed and 
acquittal ordered in the case of one person, and the conviction was 
altered to one for a less heinous offence and lighter punishment 
awarded in the case of 4 persons. The average duration of a 
referred trial rose from 129 days in 1104 to 149 days in 1105. 

19. The number of appeals preferred to the High Court 
during the year fell from 188 to 151. Including the arrears, 

the total number for disposal rose from 261 

Appeals. to 281, and the number disposed of from 

131 to 191- The pendency at the close of 
1105 was 90 against 130 at the end of 1104. Of the pend¬ 
ing appeals, 65 were more than three months old. The average 
duration of an appeal rose from 164 days to 235 days. Inter¬ 
ference was declined in 13 per cent, of the appeals ; the sen¬ 
tence was altered with or without alteration of conviction in 21 
per cent.; the conviction was quashed and acquittal ordered in 25 
per cent.; and acquittal was set aside and conviction entered in 
5 per cent. Of the appeals preferred to the High Court during 
the year, 26 were by the Government against 60 in 1104. 
The number of such appeals for disposal during the year was 72, 
of which 56 were disposed of, 19 of them being allowed. 

20. The total number of revision cases for disposal during 
the year fell from 892 to 817. The number of cases dis¬ 
posed of also fell from 640 to 518, and the 

Miscellaneous. pendency at the end of the year was 299 
against 252 at its beginning. The number 
of calendars and appeal statements revised during the year was 
1,972 or an increase of 618 cases compared with 1104. Appli¬ 
cations for transfer of cases from one court to another numbered 
124 against 108 in 1104; and of these, 45 were allowed 
against 18 in the previous year. The number of miscellaneous 
petitions for bail, etc., disposed of and the number allowed rose 
from 298 and 152 to 338 and 200, respectively, in 1105. 
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Extradition, 

21. The number of persons extradited to British India from 
this State at the instance of the Agent to the Governor-General, 
Madras States, was 10. Twenty-four persons were surrendered 
to the State, of whom 4 were convicted, 4 discharged and 16 
were awaiting trial when the year closed. The principal offences 
with which the accused were charged, were murder, theft 
house-breaking by night, dacoity, extortion and criminal breach 
of trust. 


Civil Justice. 

22, The continuance of heavy arrears in the High Court 
and in the District and Munsiffs’ Courts necessitated the ex¬ 
tension of the term of the temporary bench 
Number of Civil (of two Judges)of the High Court as well as 
Courts • that of the seven temporary Second and 

Additional Sessions Judges’ Courts and of 
the four temporary Munsiffs’ Courts till the end of the year 
under report. The temporary Additional Second Judge’s Court 
at Quilon was shifted, from the 20th Edavam 1105, to Alleppey 
where arrears were heavy. The arrears in the Munsiffs’ Courts 

of Tiruvalla and Padmanabhapuram having been brought down, 
the temporary Munsiffs’ Courts at the two stations were shifted 
to Shertallai and Kuzhithura, respectively, from the 31st Medam 
1105. There were, besides the High Court, 74 civil courts 
exercising civil jurisdiction in the State during the year. These 
courts comprised 6 District Courts, 9 Second Judges Courts, 
40 District Munsiffs’ Courts and 19 Village Panchayat Courts, 
as in 1104. There was thus one civil court for every 102 
square miles of the area and 53,414 inhabitants of the State, 
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23. The volume of litigation in the years 1104 and 1105 is 
compared in the subjoined statement:— 



The total number of suits was thus 80,826 against 79,439 
which was an increase of 1,387 cases or 1'07 per cent., being 
the net result of an increase of 4,939 or 
Civil Litigation 1 *9 per cent, in original suits and a decrease 
in general. of 552 or 8 - 2 per cent, in appeals. Original 

suits instituted during the year showed an 
increase of 295 cases over the average for the preceding quin¬ 
quennium. One suit was instituted for every 54 persons of the 
population against 55 in 1104. The number of ordinary and 
small cause suits filed rose from 33,122 and 39,612 in 1104 
to 33,588 and 41,085, respectively, in 1105, the increase being 
contributed by the Kottayam, Trivandrum and Alleppey Dis¬ 
tricts. Appeals both in the District Courts and in the High 
Court showed a fall. There was a rise in respect of suits for 
money or moveable property ; but the suits relating to land re¬ 
gistered a fall. There was an appreciable fall in the number of 
redemption suits, as compared with the preceding biennium. 
The number of suits for partition also suffered a fall. The 
aggregate value of the- suits instituted in the year was Rs. 1 '51 
crores against Rs. 1 '56 crores in 1104, which indicates a return 
to the tendency observed during the triennium ending the 31 st 
Karkadagam 1103. The average value of a suit also fell from 
Rs. 215 to Rs. 203. Classified according to their grades of 
value, suits below Rs. 30 in value, those between Rs. 500 and 
Rs. 1,000 and those between Rs. 50 and Rs. 100 showed the 
largest increase. Small cause suits constituted 55 per cent, of 
the total litigation, 
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Original Litigation. 

24. A statement giving the details of the disposal and pen¬ 
dency of ordinary suits and small cause suits in the several 
grades of courts in the State during the 
Original Work- past two years is given below:— 






78 CIVIL JUSTICE. [chap. 

25. The total number of suits filed in the Village Panchayat 
Courts formed 13 per cent, of the total original institution, in the 

State as in the previous year. The average 
Village Pancha- value of a suit was Rs. 19'55 against 
yat Courts. Rs. 18'13 in 1104. The largest number of 

suits filed and disposed of was in Trivand¬ 
rum. Parur, Nagercoii, Quilon, Kottayam and Alleppey came 
next in order in the matter of disposal. The number of suits 
pending at the end of the year rose from 987 to 1, 191, of which 
144 were more than six months and 53 more than one year old 
against 113 and 28, respectively, in 1104. 

26. The total number of suits filed in the Munlsiffs’ Courts 
constituted 83 per cent, of the total original litigation against 85 

per cent, in 1104, There was a decrease 
Munsiffs' of Rs. 15,427 in the total value of suits and 

Courts. of Rs. 4*97 in the average value of a suit, 

in these courts. The percentage of the 
disposal of contested ordinary suits to the total disposal of 
ordinary suits was 34'15 against 34'30 in 1104 and that 
of contested small causes 13*67 against 13*94. Sixty per 
cent, of the ordinary suits disposed of related to immoveable 
property, as in 1104. The average duration of contested 
ordinary suits exceeded one year in all but four courts. The 
longest duration was at Todupuzha, viz., 1,1 79 days. Of the 
31,385 suits pending disposal at the end of the year, suits of 
more than one year’s duration and of more than two years’ 
duration were 6,140 and 5,966, respectively,, against 6,245 and 
4,947, respectively, in 1104. 

27. The number of ordinary suits filed in the District Courts 
formed 1 '34 per cent, of the total volume of litigation against 

1 '33 per cent, in 1104. The average value 
District Coiurts. of a suit fell from Rs. 5,012 to Rs. 4,241. 

The number of suits disposed of was 27 
per cent, of the number for disposal against 30 per cent, in 1104. 
The percentage of the disposal of contested ordinary suits to the 
total disposal of ordinary suits was 50'32 against 55'05 in 1104. 
66'67 per cent, of the ordinary suits disposed of related to land 
against 68*59 per cent, in 1104. The number of references 
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under the Land Acquisition Regulation rose from 123 to 338. 
Including arrears, there were 461 references for disposal against 
159 in the previous year. The number disposed of was 47 and 
formed 10* 19 psr cent, of the number for disposal, the 
corresponding figures for the previous year being 34 and 21-38. 
Of the 414 references pending disposal at the end of the year, 3 
were more than two years old, 107 more than one year old and 
82 more than six months old. In regard to ordinary suits, those 
of more than one year but less than two years rose from 583 to 
597 and those of more than two years’ duration from 1,002 to 
1,160. At the end of the year, there were 241 suits of more 
than five years’ standing against 233 such cases at its beginning. 
The heaviest pendency of such suits was at Kottayam with 70 
cases, Quilon, Alleppey, Trivandrum, Parur and Nagercoil 
following in that order. 


28. The number of applications for execution of decrees for 
disposal, the number disposed of and the 
Execution of number pending at the close of the year and 
Decrees. their average duration in the years 1104 

and 11.05 are compared below:— 






The total number of applications for execution of decrees, 
and the number disposed of during the year were less than in 
1104, but there was an increase in the number pending at its 
close. The percentage of applications in which full satisfaction 
was obtained to the total disposal fell from 1 7'32 tol7'08and 
that of applications in which partial satisfaction was obtained 
from 11 -54 to 1 O' 16. The number of applications which proved 
wholly infructuous was 75,205 and formed 73 per cent, of the 
total disposal. The amount realised by issue of process rose 
from Rs. 33'28 lakhs to Rs. 41'70 lakhs, and that realised with¬ 
out issue of process from Rs. 8'49 lakhs to Rs. 11 *93 lakhs. 
Of the 19,188 applications pending at the close of the year, 
2,917 were more than three months old and 4,341 more than 
six months, the corresponding figures for 1104 being 17,580, 
2,305 and 3,709, respectively. Judgment debtors were im¬ 
prisoned in 750 cases against 740 in 1104. The number of 
cases in which immoveable property was sold fell from 4,864 to 
4,656. Partition was effected in 44 cases, that is, in 28 cases 
less than in the previous year. The number of decrees received 
for execution in the State from the Cochin State fell from 58 to 
45; and that of decrees received from the British Indian Courts 
was 56' against 48 in II04. Decrees were sent to the Cochin 
State for execution in 28 cases against 37 cases in 1104 and to 
the British Indian Courts in 51 cases as in the previous year. 

29/ In addition to the items of work detailed above, the 
District Courts had to dispose of miscellaneous work such as 
petitions under the Insolvency, Succession 

Miscellaneous■ Certificate and the Guardian and Wards 

Regulations and Civil Miscellaneous peti¬ 
tions. The total number of such petitions for disposal rose 
from 42,072 to 44,189 and the number disposed of from 41,657 
to 43,845, the pendency falling by 71 cases during the year. 
The Munsiffs’ Courts had to deal with 317,575 applications 
against 309,333 in 1104, of which 315,369 were disposed of 
against 307,166 in 1104, the pendency increasing by 39 cases 
during the year. 
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Appellate Jurisdiction. 

30. The total number of appeals, including cross objections 
and miscellaneous appeals for disposal fell from 11,350 in 1104 

to 11,231 or by 119 during the year, and 
District Courts, tbe number of disposals from 4,736 to 
4,648 or by 88. The number pending at 
the close of the year fell from 6,614 to 6,583 or by 31. Of 
the regular appeals disposed of, 1,809 related to land against 
1,970 in 1104. The average duration of regular contested 
appeals disposed of rose from 571 days to 583 days, while that 
of uncontested appeals disposed of fell from 325 days to 319 
days. The duration of contested regular appeals and of uncon¬ 
tested regular appeals was longest at Parur, being 756 days and 
577 days, respectively. The heaviest accumulation of arrears 
was at Alleppey, followed by Trivandrum, Nagercoil, Quilon, 
Kottayam and Parur. Amongst pending appeals, those more 
than one year old and two years old rose from 1,430 and 929 
to 1,499 and 1,229 respectively. Parur had 32 appeals of more 
than five years’duration. There were 431 cases for disposal by 
the District Courts in which the Government was a party either 
as plaintiff or as defendant. Of these, 100 cases were disposed 
of and in 48 of them the decision was in favour of Government. 

31. The following statement compares the file, disposal and 

pendency of first and second appeals in the 
High Court. High Court during the years 1104 and 


Sot'oni.1 Appeal* 



7 





The number of appeals for disposal rose from 3,624 to 
3,740, i. e., by I 16 or 3'2 per cent, against 14 per cent, in the 
preceding year. The percentage of the number of appeals 
disposed of to the total number for disposal was 30'99 against 
35’84 in 1104. Of the first appeals disposed of, 21 were 
heard and decided by a Bench of three Judges against 20 in 
1104. The average duration of a first appeal was 586 days 
against 511 days and of a second appeal 525 days against 450 
days- Of the appeals pending at the end of the year, 708 first 
appeals and 573 second appeals were more than one year old 
against 554 and 353, respectively, in 1104. Of these, 297 
first appeals and 124 second appeals were more than two years 
old against 198 and 89, respectively, in 1104. The number 
of cross objections and miscellaneous appeals from orders for 
disposal during the year was 276 and 388, respectively, against 
219 and 440, respectively, in 1 104 ; 71 of the former and 216 
of the latter were disposed of during the year against 64 and 
286, respectively, in the previous year, the arrears under the 
former thus increasing from 155 to 205 and under the latter 
from 154 to 172. The number of applications for review of 
judgment, including the number pending at the commencement 
of the year, was 1 12 against 116 iri the previous year, of which 
29 were disposed of against 68 in 1 104. The number of civil 
miscellaneous and revision petitions for disposal was 5,017 
against 4,733 and the number disposed of was 3,066 against 
2,851- Twelve references were made to the High Court under 
the Income Tax Regulation, and there were three such refer¬ 
ences pending from 1104. Three of the references were 
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disposed of. Munsiffs' decrees were confirmed in 56 per cent., 
modified in 14 per cent., and reversed in 31 per cent., of the 
appeals, the corresponding percentages during 1104 being 53, 1 3 
and 34, respectively. In respect of the original work of the 
District Judges and Second Judges, the percentage of modifica¬ 
tion rose from 20 to 22, while that of reversal fell from 25 to 23, 
the percentage of confirmation remaining the same as in the 
previous year, viz., 55. Decisions of the District Courts on 
appeal were confirmed in 71 per cent, against 63 per cent, in 
1104, while the percentages of modification and reversal fell 
from 13 and 25, respectively, to 10 and 19, respectively. Of 
the decrees of Munsiffs modified and reversed by the District 
Courts, the original decisions of the Munsiffs were restored by 
the High Court on second appeal^ in 41 cases against 54 cases 
in the previous year. The number of cases before the High 
Court in which the Government was a party rose from 153 to 
155. Of these, 38 were disposed of, the decisions in 20 of 
them, or 53 per cent., being in favour of the Government against 
64 per cent, in 1104. 


Law’s Delays Commissioner■ Rao Bahadur 

Mr. G. Sankara Pillai, 
B• A-, B. L., Retired 
fudge. High Court. 

32. In April 1930, a Commissioner was appointed to 
enquire into the question of delay in the disposal of civil cases 
in the State and to suggest measures for the 
Law’s Delays, more speedy disposal of cases as well as 
for the more speedy execution of decrees 
and orders issued by the Courts. The Commissioner was also 
empowered to examine the territorial jurisdiction of civil courts 
and submit such proposals as might be necessary regarding the 
readjustment of their jurisdiction, the opening of additional courts 
or the shifting of the location of courts. The Commissioner 
was proceeding with the enquiry when the year closed, 




33. The following statement shows the receipts and expen¬ 
diture on account of Administration of 
Finance. Justice during the years I 104 and 1105: — 


Particulars. j 

1104 

1105 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Receipts 

89,386 

66,942 

High Court ."i 

1,46,715 ' 

1,51,110 

Civil and Sessions 



Courts ...J 

7,52,317 ' 

7,57,322 

Expenditure/Criminal Courts ...i 

1,49,238 . 

1,54,989 

'Sirkar Vakils . ..j 

88,580 ! 

87,177 

iLaw’s Delays 



Commissioner j 


5,863 

Total 

11,36,850 

11,56,461 


The receipts and expenditure under Administration of 
Justice given in Chapter III include those on account of the 
Law College and the hostel attached to it, which are under the 
control of the High Court. From the above statement, how¬ 
ever, they have been excluded and they have been incorporated 
more appropriately in the Chapter on Public Instruction. 



CHAPTER VI. 


REPRESENTATIVE INSTITUTIONS. 


Legislative Council. 

The constitution and powers of the Legislative Council 
have been described in Chapter II. The Second Council con¬ 
stituted under Regulation II of 1097 was 
Council dissolved in Medom 1103. A general 

Meetings. election was held in Edavom following 

and the prominent features of the election 
are detailed in the next paragraph. The Third Council was 
summoned in Mithunam 1103. Three meetings, lasting in all 
for 21 days, were held during 1105. The Council transacted 
official legislative business on 5 days and read 6 Bills for the 
'first time, 4 Bills for the second time, and 5 Bills for the third 


2. The present Council is composed of members returned 
at the general election which took place in Edavom 1103. 

This was the third general election since 
The Last the promulgation of the Regulation in 1097, 

General Election. the previous elections having been held 
in 1097 and 1100. The total number 
of electors at the last elections, according to the final electoral 
rolls, which are still in force, was 140,331, which represented 
an increase of 17,881 over the number according to the final 
rolls of 1100. The Trivandrum Municipal town, the only 
general urban constituency in the State, contained 4,779 of the 
above electors. All the twenty-two general rural constituencies 
together had 133,046 electors; and the remaining 2,506 
electors were distributed among the five special constituencies, 
viz-, Jenmies , Planters, and Edavakas and Political Pensioners, 
which returned one member each, and Commerce and Indus¬ 
tries which returned two members, There were no elections 
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in six out of the twenty-eight constituencies, as there was only 
one candidate nominated in each of them. The number of 
polling areas was 283 or nearly fifty per cent, more than 
at the first general election. Of these 283 polling areas, 81 
had more than 600 electors each, the maximum number being 
874 in one of the polling areas of the Muvattupuzha taluk. 
The largest number of electors was in the Kalkulam cum 
Vilavankod constituency with 10,915 electors followed by 
Mavelikara cum Karthigapalli with 9,719 electors, and Mina- 
chil cum Devicolam with 7,885 electors. Of the electors, 

112,565 (80 percent.) were men, 27,766 (20 per cent.) women, 
49,552 (33 per cent.) Nayars, 39,519 (28 per cent.) Christians, 
12,745 (9 per cent,) Ezhavas, and 8,012 (5 per cent.) Maho- 
medans. The number of voters who actually polled in the 
twenty-two constituencies was 78,861 or 56 per cent, of the 
number on the rolls. The percentage exceeded that for the 
Madras Presidency by 8 and for Bombay by 15. In the 
general urban constituency and in the general rural constituen¬ 
cies alike, 58 per cent, of the electors voted. Four per cent, 
of the votes recorded had to be rejected as invalid. The highest 
number of invalid votes was in the Tovala constituency followed 
by Agastisvaram, while the lowest number was in the special 
Jenmi constituency. The highest percentage of voters was 
in the Commerce and Industries constituency. North, viz., 89. 
This was followed by Pattanamtitta (80), Tiruvalla (78), 
Kunnatnad (78) and Commerce and Industries, South (78). 
The lowest percentage was in the Trivandrum cum Nedu- 
mangad constituency, viz., 44. 

3. Five Bills were finally read and passed by the Legislative 
Council during the year, and having received the assent of Her 
Highness the Maha Rani Regent, they 

Legislation. became law as Regulations II, III, IV and 
V of 1105 and Regulation 1 of II06. 
Regulation II of 1105 is the Travancore Probate and 
Administration Regulation and provides for the admini¬ 
stration of the estates of the deceased persons in Travancore 
by the grant of probates and letters of administration. It is 
drawn up on the lines of the corresponding Act operating in 



British India on Hindus, generally, and Mahomedans ; and, like 
that Act, the measure is only a permissive one, authorising but 
not compelling the taking out of probate or administration. 
The provision is to the effect that, though a person who has 
obtained a grant of probate or letters of administration will be 
conclusively deemed a representative of the deceased person for 
all purposes and against all persons, it is not compulsory that 
such a grant should be taken for establishing any title to the 
estate of the deceased person. A graded fee, ranging from 2 
to 3 per cent, of the value of the estate, will be levied for the 
grant of probates and letters of administration, estates of the 
value of Rs. 1,000 or less being, however, totally exempted. 
Regulation III of 1105 is the Travancore Census Regulation, 
which provides for the taking of a census in 1931 a. d. along 
with the taking of the census in British India. Regulation 
IV of 1105 was passed for amending the Revenue Summons 
Regulation, V of 1063, as amended by Regulation V of 1090 
and is intended to set at rest a possible conflict between the 
appellate authority as laid down by Section 7 and that contem¬ 
plated in Section 10 of the Regulation. Section 7 enacts that 
the appellate authority is the person who is immediately superior 
to the officer who passes an order, whereas Section 10 empowers 
Government to appoint any person to be the appellate authority. 
To avoid a clash of authority between an officer contemplated 
under Section 7 and an authority appointed under Section 10, 
the amendment has been passed ; while the principle that the 
immediate superior authority is the appellate authority is main¬ 
tained, the Government is empowered to declare who the 
immediate superior authority is. Regulation V of 1105 was passed 
for amending the Land Conservancy Regulation, V of 1091, and 
is intended for conferring on the Land Revenue and Income 
Tax Commissioner appellate and revisional authority over the 
orders of subordinate officers which he had not till now though 
he is the head of the Land Revenue Department. The revisional 
powers of the Dewan are, however, retained. 

Besides the above Regulations, an enactment was passed by 
the Sovereign direct, namely Regulation I of 1105, to amend the 
Legislative Council Regulation. This amendment Regulation 
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is intended to afford protection against vexatious action in a 
court of law against any person for anything said, or any vote 
given, in the Council or for anything contained in any official 
report of the proceedings of the Council, it being provided that 
legal action can be started only with the previous sanction in 
writing of the Government. 

The Bill which became Regulation I of 1106 was finally 
passed by the Council in 1105 and became law next year (1 106) 
having received the assent of Her Highness the Maha Rani 
Regent in the usual course. This Regulation amends the Travan- 
core Registration Regulation and provides for the exemption 
from registration of leases by, or to, Government in cases where 
the yearly rent reserved does not exceed fifty rupees and the 
term does not exceed twelve years and also empowers the 
Government to exempt from registration any grants of land made 
by them. 

4. Four new Bills were introduced in the Council during 
the year, namely :— 

Official Bills. 

(1) A Bill to amend the Travancore Village" Panchayat 
Courts Regulation, I of 1090; 

(2) A Bill to amend the Travancore Jenmi and Kudiyan 
Regulation, V of 107! ; 

(3) The Travancore Food Adulteration Bill ; and 

(4) The Travancore State Aid to Industries Bill. 

The first Bill proposes that every President and Judge of 
the Village Panchayat Court shall, notwithstanding the expiry of 
his term of two years, continue in office until a successor is 
appointed. The Bill has passed the second reading and is 
awaiting final reading. The second Bill proposes to amend the 
Jenmi and Kudiyan Regulation, V of 1071, which is the law 
that now governs the relationship between jenmies and tenants. 
The amending Bill proposes to make various detailed changes in 
the existing law. It is still in the Select Committee stage The 
third Bill seeks to prohibit the sale, etc., of adulterated food as 
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also of foods below a standard of purity, if any, prescribed by 
Government. It provides also for the seizure and destruction of 
objectionable food-stuffs. A public analyst is contemplated to 
be appointed, who will analyse samples of foods sent to him by 
private purchasers of food or by certain public servants and issue 
a certificate as to the quality of the food. Provision has also 
been inserted for a compulsory sale of samples of foods by food 
vendors. It is drawn on the lines of the Madras Prevention of 
Adulteration Act, III of 1918, as amended by Act II of 1928. 
The fourth Bill proposes to give State aid in the shape of loans, 
guarantees, supply of machinery on hire-purchase system, etc., 
with a view to encourage industries, particularly cottage indus¬ 
tries and industries on a small scale. It is proposed to set up a 
Board of Industries to advise Government on applications for 
State aid. Statutory powers are proposed to be taken to regulate 
the aid, to control and supervise the industries aided, and to 
recover the value of the aid given when it has to be recovered. 
Both these Bills were in the Select Committee stage when the 
year closed. 

5. The Select Committee’s report on the Namputiri Bill, a 
social measure affecting the Malayala Brahmins, and the Bill as 

revised by the Committee were considered 

Private Bills. at several meetings of the Council and 
settled. 

6. Supplementary grants to the extent of Rs. 15,315 were 
voted during the first two meetings of the Council. Of these, a 

sum of Rs. 3,365 was for the staff of the 
Financial Business. Census Commissioner, Rs. 6,950 lor supply 
of salt for fish curing, etc., and Rs. 5,000 
for the Experimental Tannery. The third meeting of the Council 
passed the Budget for 1106. 

In all, a sum of Rs. 287 was reduced by the Council : — 

(I) Rs. 5 under Demand 1—Land Revenue, on a token 
motion urging the claims of the subordinate officers of the Pro- 
yerthi Cutcherries for increase of pay. 
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(2) Rs. 100 under Demand II—Income Tax, on a similar 
motion which referred to certain hardships resulting from the 
working of the Income Tax Regulation. 

(3) Rs. 181 under Demand VII—General Administra¬ 
tion, on two motions, Re. I, on a motion against the revision of 
the scales of pay of some of the typists and Rs. 180 on a motion 
against revision of the scales of pay of some of the Short¬ 
hand reporters. 

(4) Re. 1 under Demand XII —Education, on a token 
motion urging the improvement of the status and pay of 
the Professors and Lecturers of Oriental Languages in the 
College. 

7. Notice was given of 1,668 interpellations. Of these, the 
President disallowed 158 as they contravened one or other of 

the Legislative Council Rules. 734 ques- 
Interpellations. tions were answered, but only 679 were 
actually published in the Proceedings, as the 
members responsible for the remaining interpellations were absent 
at question time. Of the questions admitted, 776 were not 
answered, because the material for the answers could not be 
obtained in time. The average number of questions answered 
on each day of the meeting was roughly 35. Nineteen per cent, 
of these related to local needs and public works, 15 per cent, to 
appointments in the public service and communal claims thereto, 
13 per cent, to Education, 9 per cent, to the Land Revenue 
Department, iOper cent, to Public Health and the rest to other 
departments and miscellaneous matters. 

8. The Council discussed six resolutions on matters of 
general public importance. A resolution recommending that all 

roads, tanks and satrams maintained with 
Resolutions. public funds be thrown open to all classes 
of people without distinction of caste or 
creed was carried by the Council. Two resolutions, one re¬ 
commending the appointment of a committee for the investigation 
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of mats and matting industry in the State, and the other recom¬ 
mending the establishment of homes for disabled destitutes, were 
withdrawn, the former on the assurance that a committee would 
be appointed for the purpose and the latter on the understanding 
that the Government would be prepared to render the necessary 
help to private bodies or associations if such bodies would come 
forward and work in that direction. Two other resolutions 
were also withdrawn after discussion, one relating to physical 
training and the revision of curricula of studies, and the other to 
the fixing of fees for medical officers for private medical attend¬ 
ance. The remaining one relating to recruitment to public 
service lapsed owing to the rule as to time limit. 

9. Adjournment of the business of the Council to discuss 
matters of urgent public importance was moved on three occasions, 

one to discuss want of irrigation facilities in 
Miscdlanzous. the State, the second to bring to notice the 

low results of the English School Final Exa¬ 
mination in 1930 and the third about the tolls levied in the 
Quilon-Alleppey road. In regard to the first, the appointment of a 
committee to investigate the question was promised and the 
motion was withdrawn. Accordingly, the Minor Irrigation 
Committee was appointed. The second and third motions were 
also withdrawn after discussion,on the Government undertaking to 
see that all possible action would be taken. The important 
debates other than those in connection with legislation were in 
the course of the discussion on the Budget for 1105. The 
working and policy of several departments came in for detailed 
examination by the non-official members who moved token 
reductions to the grants proposed in order to draw attention to 
particular aspects of the administration. 

10. Among statutory rules, apart from minor rules and 
amendments, mention may be made of the Rules issued under 

the Travancore Village Panchayat Regula- 
Stahitoty Rules tion, VII of 1100. These rules provide 
and Standing for the constitution and the meetings and 
Orders. functions of Village Panchayats and also for 

the election of the members of Panchayats. 
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SKI MULAM POPULAR ASSEMELIL 

The Report of the Select Committee on Mr. A. S. Damo- 
daran Asan’s amendment to Standing Order No. 56 of the 
Legislative Council was received. The Council had no time to 
consider this report since the Travancore Namputiri Bill was 
engaging its attention. 


Sri Mulam Popular Assembly. 

11. The twenty-sixth session of the Sri Mulam Popular 
Assembly commenced its sittings on Tuesday the 4th March 
1930. Copies of the Administration Report for 1104 Jr. e. 
and of the Statistical Volume and of the Report of the operations 
of the Agriculture and Fisheries Department were distributed 
among the members. A statement of action taken on the 
representations made at the previous sessions of the Assembly 
was prepared and furnished to each member as usual. The 
Dewan opened the Assembly at 12 noon with an address 
dealing with the salient features of the year’s administration and 
referring to the future policy of the Government generally. The 
consideration of the representations began the next day and the 
session concluded on the 15th March 1930. The number of 
representations made during the session was 196, and the 
majority related to local needs, particularly in the matter of 
public works. 



CHAPTER V!1 


PROTECTION. 


Police. 

Commissioner of Police■ Mr- L. A. Bishop , Indian Police. 

Early in the year, an officer of the rank of a District Super¬ 
intendent of Police was appointed as Personal Assistant to the 
Commissioner of Police. The total sanc- 
Strength, Re- tioned strength of the permanent force on 
cruilment and the last day of the year was 2,142 officers 

Discipline. and men, or 6 more than the corresponding 

figure for the previous year, the increase 
being due to the appointment of a Personal Assistant to the 
Commissioner of Police and to the addition of one Head Const¬ 
able and 4 constables to the constabulary of the Trivandrum 
District for the newly-opened Outpost at Pangode in the Nedu- 
mangad taluk. There was one member of the Police force to 
every 3'56 square miles of the area of the State, 1,970 of its 
population and 3'1 cognisable cases. The nine graduates who 
were recruited as Probationary Inspectors during the previous 
year were posted to Police Stations for practical training and to 
fill up vacancies in the Districts. 121 constables were enlisted 
during the year, of whom 3 had passed the Intermediate Examina¬ 
tion in Arts, 21 held the English and 4 the Vernacular 
School Leaving Certificates. There were 11 dismissals against 
17 in 1104. 459 men were otherwise punished departmentally. 

The number of Police officers convicted by criminal courts fell 
from 6 to 1, and this was for an offence committed in his private 
capacity. Rewards to the value of Rs. 1,343 
Rewards. against Rs. 890 in 1104, were granted to 

11 Inspectors, 30 Head Constables and 
151 constables and 15 private individuals for good work done. 
In addition to money rewards, the Government have authorised 
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the issue of certificates to individuals in recognition of help 
rendered in the control or detection of crime. A reward was 
granted to an Inspector and a Head Constable by the Commis¬ 
sioner of Police, Madras City, and a silver rose-water sprinkler 
to another Inspector by a local gentleman ; and the District 
Superintendent of Police, Tinnevelly, and the Superintendent of 
Post Offices, Madura Division, made money rewards to three 
Inspectors. The training of recruits was 
Training. carried out in the school attached to the 

Headquarters Office and 91 men Were sent 
out therefrom after full training. The Probationary Inspectors’ 
School, which had been opened on the 15th Edavam 1 104, was 
closed on the 14th Makaram 1105 when the Probationary Ins¬ 
pectors were posted to Stations for practical training. The 
Armed Reserve, which improved in efficiency during the year, 
was provisionally divided into two groups, i. e., an Armed Re¬ 
serve proper and a “B” Reserve designed to supplement the 
strength in the Districts. 

2. The total number of cases of grave crimes reported 
during the years 1104 and 1105 is given 
Crimes. below 



Number of cases. 

Nature of the crime. 


..-. 


1104 

1105 

Murder 

77 

94 

Culpable homicide 

12 

4 

Dacoity 

20 

13 

Robbery 

63 

51 

House-breaking and theft .... ! 

315 

335 

Cattle theft 

105 ! 

81 

Theft 

545 

j_ 

426 

Total .... 1 

1,137 

. 

1,004 
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The fall in the number of grave crimes indicates a return 
to the gradual process of decrease observed during the triennium 
ending the 31st Karkadagam 1103. In the case of murder, the 
motives which actuated the deed were the following :— 

Motive or cause. No. of cases. 

Jealousy 24 

Property dispute 1 4 

Money dispute 6 

Drink 5 

Other causes 45 

Total 94~ 

The implements used or methods adopted for the perpetra¬ 
tion of the crime were :— 


Nature of implements. No. of cases. 

Knife 56 

Chopper 10 

Dagger 2 

Axe 2 

Pestle 1 

Plank 5 

Rope (Strangulation) I 

Drowning 5 

Hands 5 

Stick 7 


Total 94 

There were two cases of infanticide as in 1104. One case 
of cattle poisoning occurred against 4 in the previous year. Cases 
of dacoity were reported from 16 taluks. The total value of 
property lost through crime rose from Rs. 71,250 in 1104 to 
Rs. 92,439 in 1105, and property to the value of Rs. 30,602 
was recovered against Rs. 37,236 in the previous year. The 
percentage of recovery was 33 against 52 in II04. 

3. The total number of cognisable cases for disposal fell from 
3,153 to 3,010. Of these, 666 were referred as false, 260 as 
undetectable, and 310 not investigated 
Investigation. under Section 139 of the Criminal Proce¬ 
dure Code. The number of cases pending 
investigation at the end of the year was 190 against 199 at the 
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end of 1104. The number of cases charged during the year 
was 1,455. The percentage of detection rose from 55 to 64, 
and that of persons convicted from 36 to 40. 

4. In the disposal of cases by the magistracy, there was an 

average duration of 82 days in cases charged, 
Time taken for 56 days in cases referred and 49 days in 
Disposal of Cases cases undetected, the corresponding periods 
by Magistracy. for 1104 being 125 days, 87 days and 41 
days, respectively. 

5. Cases of offences against coinage numbered 5 against 2 
in 1104, and those in respect of currency notes numbered 6 

against 9 in the previous year. Of the 
Counterfeiting former, one case was charged and ended in 
Coins and Curren- conviction; and of the latter, two were 
cy Notes. charged and were pending trial when the 

year closed. Of the 1 I cases in respect of 
currency notes for disposal, including the pending cases of pre¬ 
vious years, 5 were charged, of which 2 ended in acquittal 
and one in conviction. 

6. The Prosecuting Inspectors handled 914 original and 
203 appeal cases against 852 original and 228 appeal cases in 

the preceding year. The percentage of 
Miscellaneous, successful prosecutions fell from 67 to 62 
in original cases and rose from 80 to 84 in 
appeal cases. There were 19 escapes of prisoners from custody 
against 6 in the previous year. Of these, one escaped from 
jail, 3 from lock-ups and 15 from Police custody other than 
lock-ups. AH except five were recaptured. Of the 11 police¬ 
men responsible for these escapes, 6 were absolved, 4 were 
punished departmentally and the prosecution launched against 
the remaining one was pending at the close of the year. The 
number of arrests by the Police during the year was 2,282 
against 2,894 in 1104. Of the former, 565 were convicted 
against 801 in 1104. The number of warrants remaining un¬ 
executed at the end of the year was 169 against 240 in 1104. 
The total number of processes sent to the Police for service 
during the year was 1 75,977, or a decrease of 78,141 compared 
with the previous year, The number served during the year 
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including those pending from 1 104, was 151,017 or 67,660 less 
than in 1104. No prosecutions for preferring false complaints 
were instituted during the year. The Criminal Intelligence De¬ 
partment handled 13 cases in 1105 against 15 cases in 1104. 

7. The methods underlying the “ Station Crime History ” 
introduced in the previous year familiarised individual officers 

with the need for a steady and systematic 

Results of investigation of circumstances surrounding 
Efficiency crimes. Consequently, crime was handled 

Measures. with better success during the year. There 

was steady and active co-operation between 
the British Indian Police and the State Police in all matters re¬ 
lating to crime and its investigation, information regarding crime 
and absconding criminals being promptly exchanged. The 
Station House Officers were thus taught to take a personal in¬ 
terest not only in local crimes but also in those of the bordering 
British Indian Districts. The importance of bringing criminal 
tribes touring in the State under close surveillance was realised 
by the officers and men, who took steps to bind over the harden¬ 
ed criminals among them under the Security Sections. No 
less than 18 gangs consisting in all of 232 members were spotted 
in several parts of the State, 28 of whom were traced with pre¬ 
vious convictions by the Finger Print Bureau. An Irani gang, 
which visited Kottayam, was kept under surveillance and handed 
over to the Ernakulam Police. 

8. There were on record at the commencement of the year 
21,312 finger print slips ; 981 slips were received during the 

year. The number filed after elimination 
• Finger Print was 702, leaving on record at the close of 
Bureau. the year, 22,014 slips. Expert evidence 

was given in 14 cases. 

9. The first motor vehicle was registered towards the close 
of 1087 and the first motor driving license was issued a few 

months later. The task of directing. and 

Motor Traffic — controlling motor traffic has, since its 
Early History. inception, been vested in the Police Depart¬ 
ment. The first attempt to deal statutorily 
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with motor traffic was made in Regulation VII of 1087 which 
was substituted by Regulation V of 1090. The existing law is 
contained in Regulation VI of 1094. Rules were framed in 
1099 in exercise of the powers reserved in Section I 2 of that 
Regulation; and those rules were supplemented and altered 
from time to time to suit the changing conditions of the traffic. 
With the increase in the volume of work, the necessity for ap¬ 
pointing an officer for examining the fitness of motor vehicles 
plying for hire and to regulate the traffic in this form of convey¬ 
ance was felt and accordingly a Motor Bus Inspector was 
appointed in 1092. The post was abolished temporarily in 
1103, the duty of examining buses being entrusted to ap¬ 
proved examiners (mostly officers of the Public Works Depart¬ 
ment) and the regulation of traffic being placed under the control 
of a Traffic Inspector newly appointed for the purpose. Two 
more Traffic Inspectors were appointed in 1102, the three 
officers being borne on the Inspectorate of the Police Department. 
The work of issuing driving licenses, both temporary and per¬ 
manent, drivers’ badges, conductors’ passes, vehicle registration 
certificates, permits, timing sheets, etc., is attended to in the 
office of the Commissioner of Police. 

10. In the eighteen years that have elapsed since the first 
motor vehicle was registered, the increase in the number of such 
vehicles has been phenomenal. The sub- 
GroWth of Motor joined table indicates the growth of motor 
Trafftc. traffic that has taken place during the last 

four years :— 


Particulars. 

1102 

1103 

1104 

1105 

Buses for plying for 





hire 

Cars plying for 

597 

I 793 

1,106 

1,106 

hire 

Motor vehicles new¬ 

98 

i 181 

| 228 ! 

260 

ly registered 
Driving licenses 

438 

j 596 

1 675 : 

i 

553 

issued 

3,165 

i 5,549 

j 7,673 j 

8,311 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs- 

Rs. 

Receipts ... 

48,270 

■ 70,817 

74,886 

87,560 
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This increase has kept pace with, and was rendered possi¬ 
ble by, the growth in the number of neatly macadamised, well- 
bridged, and well-surfaced roads which run fairly close by the 
important commercial and other centres. The Trivandrum- 
Nagercoil road, 42 miles long, is said to bear the heaviest traffic 
in buses for its length in the whole of India, 

11. During the year under report, the Traffic Inspectors 
spent, on an average, 223 days on circuit against 271 days in 

1104, the total distance covered being 
WotkofTraf- 25,123 miles. Buses were inspected on 
fic Inspectors . the road 2,346 times; and, on inspection, 
buses were stopped on 79 occasions on 
account of defects discovered. The total number of cases prose¬ 
cuted on investigation was 302. The corresponding figures for 
the previous year were 1,745, 96 and 701, respectively. 

12. The number of offences reported for action was 2,600, 
of which 130 cases were under the Penal Code, and 17 under 

other Regulations, while the remaining 
Offences relat- 2,453 cases were under the Motor Vehicles 
ing to Motor Ve- Rules. 82 cases were reported for de- 
hicles. partmental action and 2,485 cases charged; 

of the latter number, 1,422 ended in con¬ 
viction by the Court, 542 in discharge and 
521 were pending trial at the close of the year. 2,757 persons 
were involved in the cases charged before Courts and 1,524 of 
them were convicted and 638 discharged, the cases against the 
remaining 595 pending disposal at the close of the year. Hire 
permits were cancelled in 2 instances. Overloading and failure 
to adhere to prescribed routes and timings formed a large per¬ 
centage of the cases ; instances of failure to observe rules re¬ 
garding lights, disobedience of directions given by Police of¬ 
ficers, driving without license and badge and failure of the con¬ 
ductor to retain letters of authority were also numerous. 

13. There were 150 accidents in 1105 against 183 in 
1104. Twenty-eight proved fatal, 25 persons died subsequently 

as a result of injuries and 205 persons 
Motor Acci- were injured. The accidents resulted in 
dents. injuries in 105 cases, while there was 

neither loss of life nor injury in I 7 cases. 
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14. The District Superintendents of Police at Trivandrum 
and Quilon continued in charge of the registration of hackney 

carriages under the Regulation in those two 
Hackney towns and registered 210 and 106 carriages, 

Carriages. respectively. The President of the 

Municipal Council, Alleppey, who exer¬ 
cised the same power in that town, registered 156 carriages. 
The total number of persons licensed to drive was 467 against 
533 in 1104. 

15. The receipts of the Department, made up mostly of 
receipts under the Motor Vehicles Regulation and fees for the 

examination of motor buses, rose from 
■Finance. Rs. 84,352 in 1104 to Rs. 87,647, and 

the expenditure from Rs. 5,87,837 to 
Rs. 6,20,670. The increase in expenditure was due to the 
[act that extra clothing was supplied to the constabulary during 

1105. 


ARMY. 

Commandant. Major G. F. Turner, M. C. 

Officer Commanding, 

1st Battalion. Major J. F. A. Postance. 

,, 2nd Battalion. Capt. A< A. Fraser Harris. 

16. The Nayar Brigade consists of two battalions, each of 
which is under the command of a British Officer, controlled by 
a Commandant, who is also a British Officer 
General. of the rank of at least a Major. An Artillery 

Unit is also attached to the Brigade. The 
Brigade is now armed with br,each-loading bored out Martini 
Henri rifles. It is proposed to re-arm the Brigade with 0‘410 
"bore muskets with bayonets and scabbards and the initial supply 
of 500 new muskets, for which orders have already been 
placed, is awaited. During the year, several parades were held 
in which His Highness the Maha Raja’s Body Guard, the 1 st 
and 2nd Battalions, the Band and the Artillery participated. 
On the 6th February 1930, Her Highness the Maha Rani 



AHMS AND AMMUNITION. 


101 


vn.J 

Regent was graciously pleased to be present at a military display 
in which all the units of the Brigade and the Body Guard 
participated- His Highness the Maha Raja was graciously 
pleased to attend a similar display held on the 14th February 
1930. 


1 7. The strength of the Nayar Brigade at the end of the 
year was 1,471, inclusive of the Artillery Unit of 29 men with 6 
guns used for saluting and time-gun firing 
Strength and purposes only. The number of men re- 
Discipline. cruited during the year was 80. Frequently, 

lectures on training, discipline, hygiene and 
esprit de corps were delivered and English classes were held 
for the benefit of the Indian Officers. Physical training of the 
1 st Battalion progressed satisfactorily. For trained soldiers and 
recruits, bayonet-fighting classes were held as usual and good 
results were obtained. Route marches, signalling, landscape 
range and alarm scheme also received increasing attention. It 
was found necessary to curtail considerably the use of ammuni¬ 
tion for musketry as the Madras Arsenal ceased to manufacture 
for the M. H. smooth bore musket with which the Battalion 
was armed. The Battalion did not therefore fire the annual 
musketry course. The general conduct was satisfactory. A 
sepoy of the 2nd Battalion rendered valuable assistance to the 
Police, which led to the detection of a crime, and was given a 
reward by the Commissioner of Police. 

18. The receipts from the Nayar Brigade and the Body 
Guard together amounted to Rs. 1,328 against Rs. 1,460 in 
1104; and the expenditure fell from 
Receipts and Rs. 5,86,432 to Rs. 5,51,298. 
Expenditure. 


Arms and Ammunition. 

19. The number of licenses issued during the year for the 
import of firearms, cartridges, detonators, dynamite, etc., was 
160. Arms and ammunition were brought into the State by 
141 licensees either as personal effects or as articles of trade. 
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Eleven export licenses were also issued for guns, rifles, etc. 
Licenses granted for the manufacture of arms and ammunition 
and military stores numbered 97, and those for sale 116. The 
total number of licenses issued to persons to possess arms or 
ammunition and to go armed in the State was 6,328, and the 
fees levied amounted to Rs. 10,126. Under Regulation V of 
1079, nine licenses were issued for the possession and use of ex¬ 
plosives for mining or blasting purposes. The number of shoot¬ 
ing licenses issued under the Forest Regulation was 13. 


JAILS. 

The Central Prison. 

Superintendent■ Mr- M. Poihen. B. A. 

20. There were at the beginning of the year 432 convicted, 
24 under-trial and 15 civil prisoners. In the course of the 

year, 618 convicted, 63 under-trial and 97 
Strength. civil prisoners were admitted into the prison. 

During the year, 587 convicted, 61 under¬ 
trial and 89 civil prisoners were discharged, leaving at its close 
463 convicted, 26 under-trial and 23 civil prisoners or an in¬ 
crease of 41 over the strength in 1 104. The total average daily 
population of the Central Prison rose from 443 to 474. The 
convict population at the end of the year consisted of 504 males 
and 8 females. 

21. The number of convicted prisoners who were admitted 
during the year was 618, of whom6 were females. Of the male 

prisoners, 502 were convicted for offences 
Convicted under the Travancore Penal Code and 110 

Prisoners. for offences under other laws. These con¬ 

sisted of 387 Hindus, 94 Mahomedans and 
131 Christians. Four of the convicts were above 60 years of 
age, 78 between 41 and 60, 529 between 16 and 40 and one 
was under 16. The number of those who were able to read 
and write was 216, those able only to read 36, and illiterates 
360. AH the six female prisoners, of whom 5 were illiterates 
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and one was able to read and write, were convicted for offences 
under the Travancore Penal Code and were between I 6 and 40 
years of age. The largest number of convicts came from the 
Agastisvaram taluk, followed by the Trivandrum and Neyyattin- 
kara taluks. Capital sentence was passed on three convicts. 
Six men and one woman were sentenced to rigorous imprison¬ 
ment, and one man to simple imprisonment, tor life, while the 
other convicts were undergoing varying terms of simple or 
rigorous imprisonment. The number of habitual prisoners 
admitted during the year was 1 57 against 1 70 in 1104; 75 of 
them had one previous conviction, 32 had two previous con¬ 
victions and the rest more than two. Those who had previous 
convictions formed 25 per cent, of the number admitted during 
the year against 26 per cent, in 1104. The average daily 
strength of convicts rose from 420 to 440. 

22. The number of jail offences recorded and punishments 
inflicted rose from 90 to 97. The offences were remissness in 
work, use of prohibited articles, quarrel. 

Discipline, assault, insubordination and other breaches 

Conduct and of jail-discipline. The offenders were ail 
Education. men. Separate cellular and solitary con¬ 

finement was awarded in 15 cases; penal 
diet with solitary confinement in I case and miscellaneous punish¬ 
ments in 80 cases. A convict wantonly assaulted a warder in 
the presence of the Jailor and was awarded corporal punishment. 
Another convict stabbed a warder with a steel bodkin which he 
stole from the Prison Press and the prosecution launched against 
him was pending at the end of the year. There was no case of 
escape or attempt at escape among the convicts. An attempt to 
resort to prolonged hunger strike by a batch of 22 prisoners, 
concerned in what is known as the Suchindram Satyagraha case, 
who demanded unreasonable privileges, ended in failure. 
Under the remission system, 51 convicts were released during 
the year, the maximum remission and gratuity earned being 2 
years 5 months and 3 days and Rs. 37-3-0, respectively, by a 
convict warder. Religious and moral instruction was imparted 
to convicts by honorary workers and philanthropic bodies; and 
the work of paid teachers engaged for the elementary education 



of adolescent criminals produced good results. The class for 
habitual prisoners began with 11 pupils, and 34 joined the 
class during the course of the year. 24 among habitual prisoners 
and 30 among casual prisoners were destitute of the knowledge 
of reading and writing, on admission. Most of them evinced a 
keen interest in learning. 

23. The number of prisoners admitted into the Jail Hospital 
rose from 21 to 33 and the daily average number of the sick also 

rose from 2'32 to 2‘51. The percentage 
Health and of the average sick to the average strength 
Mortality- remained the same as in 1104, /. e., 0"53. 

The number of deaths rose from 3 to 9. 
Of these, two were due to dysentery, two to pneumonia and one 
to leprosy. The other 4 deaths were due to heart failure, 
tuberculosis, dropsy and gangrene of the lungs, respectively. 
Thirty prisoners were treated for hookworm. Of the 587 pri¬ 
soners released during the year, 416 gained weight while in Jail. 

24. The cost per head under dieting charges fell from 

Rs. 84-9-12 to Rs. 76-23-11, the hospital 
Cost of main- charges from Rs. 13-9-7 to Rs. 11-5-5 
tenance. and those for clothing and bedding from 

Rs. 11-2-1 to Rs. 9-5-6. The total cost 
per head fell from Rs. 244-12-13 to Rs. 224-27-13. 

25. The receipts from, and expenditure on, the Central Pri¬ 

son during the years 1104 and 1105 are 
Receipts and compared in the following statement :— 
Expenditure. 


Particulars. 

! 1104 

1105. 

d„ • , f Jail manufactures 

Receipts | Misce „ aneous 

Rs. i 
21,207 ; 
1 2,118 

Rs. 

32,846 

2,090 

Total 

Expenditure 

-1 23,325 

1,05,816 : 

34,936 

1,04,397 
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Lnck-ups. 

26. Persons sentenced to imprisonment for a month or for 
a less period by the criminal courts in the mofussii are confined 
in the Station lock-ups, while those sentenced to longer terms by 
such courts and those sentenced to imprisonment for any term 
by the criminal courts at Trivandrum are sent to the Central 
Prison. The number of prisoners confined in the Station lock¬ 
ups during 1105 was 10,243 against 7,403 in the previous year. 
These included convicts and under-trial prisoners. 


Registration. 

Director. Mr. K. Venkata Rao. 

27. The number of District Registry Offices and of per¬ 
manent Sub-Registry Offices remained the same as in the pre¬ 
vious year, viz., 3 and 77, respectively. 

Registry Offices. Three temporary Sub-Registry Offices 
were newly opened during the year to re¬ 
lieve the congestion of work in a few heavily worked offices, 
thus raising the number of temporary offices from 13 to 16. 

28. The total number of documents presented for registra¬ 
tion during the year was 388,031 against 412,537 in 1104, 

showing a decrease of 24,506 documents 

Number of or 5‘9 per cent. The decrease was mainly 
Documents. due to the general economic depression 

caused by the unprecedented fall in the 
price of the staple commodities. Including the 47 documents 
pending registration at the beginning of the year, the total num¬ 
ber of documents dealt with in 1105 was 388,078, of which 
387,972 were registered, 74 refused registration and 8 returned 
unregistered at the request of the parties concerned. The re¬ 
maining 24 documents were pending disposal at the end of the 
year ; of these, 7 were under reference to the District Regis¬ 
trars or Dew an Peishkars for adjudication of stamp duty and the 
others were in various stages of registration enquiry. The per¬ 
centage of documents registered on the day of presentation fell 
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from 987 in 1104 to 98'5 in 1105. The number of documents 
lying unclaimed at the end of the year was 2,169, of which 964 
were less than fifteen days old. The system of returning docu¬ 
ments by anchal or post to the parties on application, introduced 
at the beginning of the year, was not taken advantage of to any 
appreciable extent, the number of documents so returned during 
the year being only 15. 

29. The decline in the number of documents caused more 
than a corresponding fall in the total value of transactions, which 

was Rs. 13*15 crores against Rs. 14*24 
Value, of Tran - crores in 1104, the percentage of decrease 
sadions■ being 7*6. The value of transactions re¬ 

lating to immoveable property fell from 
Rs. 13'80 crores to Rs. 12‘82 crores and that relating to move- 
able property from Rs. 4470 lakhs to Rs. 33'27 lakhs. The 
average value of documents relating to immoveable property fell 
from Rs. 352 to Rs. 349 and that relating to moveable property 
from Rs. 229 to Rs. 173. The average value of a registered 
document’ also fell from Rs. 345 to Rs. 339. The average 
number of registrations for an office fell from 4,583 to 4,172. 

30. Of the total transactions, the percentage of documents 
relating to immoveable property fell from 95'0 to 947; of these, 

mortgages and sales constituted 45'I per 
Classes of cent, and 20‘0 per cent., respectively. 

Documents. against 44'4 per cent, and 20’4 per cent, in 

the previous year. The total number of 
sale deeds was 74,749 and ;their value Rs. 2*98 crores against 
81,579 documents and Rs. 2'96 crores, respectively, in 1104. 
Of the total number of mortgages of immoveable property, 23'7 
per cent, and of sales 23’09 per cent, were alienations made 
by agriculturists in favour of non-agriculturists. The number of 
transactions of value below Rs. 100 rose from 162,728 or 39'4 
per cent, in 1104 to 167,049 or 43*5 per cent, in 1105. The 
number of partition deeds among the Nayars was 5,622, Ezhavas 
2,666 and Nanjinad Vellalas 170, and their value Rs. 74'99 
lakhs, Rs. 25’06 lakhs and Rs. 4'56 lakhs, respectively. The 
percentage of registrations affecting moveable property to the 
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total number of registrations remained almost the same as in 
1104. The number of wills presented for registration during 
the year was 1,186 against 1,294 in the previous year. Nayars 
formed the largest number of testators (442), followed by Christ¬ 
ians (384), Ezhavas (144), Brahmins (53), Mahomedans (30) 
and all other classes (133). Twenty-four sealed covers 
containing wills were deposited with the District Registrars 
during the year against 36 in 1104. The number of unopened 
covers in deposit at the end of the year was 309, of which 146 
belonged to Nayars, 95 to Christians, 24 to Ezhavas, 23 to 
Brahmins, 4 to Mahomedans and 17 to other classes. 

31. The number of chillies * registered during the year was 
1,388 against 1,625 in 1 104. The total number of chillies re¬ 
gistered since the enactment of the Chitties 

Chillies. Regulation, HI of 1094, was 13,385, of 

which 2,066 expired before the end of 
1104 and 584 in 1105. At the close of the year, 10,735 
chitties were being conducted for a total capital of Rs. 247 
lakhs. The department instituted 19 prosecutions for offences 
under the Chitties Regulation. The accused were convicted in 
13 of these cases; the other 6 cases were pending disposal at 
the close of the year. 

32. The total number of applications for searches was 
21,791, of which 2,839 related to general searches; and of the 

latter, 921 were applications for encum- 

Miscellaneous. brance certificates in respect of agricultural 
loans. Prompt attention was devoted to 
their disposal, so that 650 ware disposed of within one week 
and only 9 were pending for more than a month. The number 
of documents registered by or in favour of co-operative societies 
fell from 1,687 in 1104 to 1,472 in 1105. The fees waived in 
respect of them and under agricultural loans and other requisi¬ 
tions from Government amounted to Rs. 10,360. 
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33. The receipts of the Registration Department fell from 
Rs. 9,20,663 in 1104 to Rs. 8,66,571 in 1105, and the ex¬ 
penditure rose from Rs. 3,12,585 to 
Receipts and Rs. 3,26,974. The above: figures do not 

Expenditure. include the fees for registering joint stock 

companies or the expenditure on the Regis¬ 
trar and staff connected with that work, though the Director of 
Registration himself continued as Registrar of Joint Stock 
Companies. 


Weights and Measures. 

34. The receipts from the fees realised during the year for 
stamping weights and measures amounted to Rs. 2,002 against 
Rs. 2,355 in 1104. The expenditure incurred during the year 
was Rs. 679, against Rs. 617 in the previous year. 






CHAPTER VIII. 


PRODUCTION AND INDUSTRY. 


Season and Rainfall. 

Though the total rainfall during the year closely approxi¬ 
mated to the normal, it was badly distributed. The rainfall 
recorded at the Trivandrum Observatory in 1105 was 7T3 
inches against 66'5 inches in 1104, and the average of 66'6 
inches for the last 92 years. In Chingom and Kanni, the 
rainfall was everywhere far above the normal, the excess 
being well marked in the High Ranges and some of the 
northern taluks. The harvesting of the Kanni crop of 
paddy could not therefore be conducted satisfactorily in some 
places. In Thulam and Vrischikam, rain was fairly general over 
the entire State. The next two months were practically rain¬ 
less. In Meenam and Medam, there were heavy downpours 
which interfered with the harvesting operations of the punja 
paddy crop in Kuttanad and the dry sowing of paddy for the 
succeeding Kanni crop in Onattukara and other places. The 
outstanding feature of the rainfall during the year was the break¬ 
ing out of the South-West monsoon earlier than usual. The 
precipitation during the monsoon months of the year was almost 
normal. Owing to untimely rains, the out-turn of paddy was 
far below the normal, particularly in Kuttanad. The hot 
weather rains were favourable to cocoanut and other garden 
crops. The pepper crop was adversely affected by unfavourable 
weather conditions which prevailed at the time of flowering. 
The prices of the chief agricultural products, which showed a 
marked decrease in 1104, continued to fall still further and at 
no time in recent years was the economic distress suffered by 
the cultivators so severe as in 1105. In the case of paddy alone, 
the prices exhibited slight rises and falls throughout the year, 
the lowest Jeyel_being reached in Kumbhom. In the case of 
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all other articles, there was a steady fall from the beginning till 
towards the close of the year. This was particularly observed 
in the prices of rubber, pepper, copra and cocoanut oil. 


Agriculture and Fisheries. 

Director. Rao Sahib Dr. N. Kunjan Pillai, 

M. A., B. Sc., Ph. D. 

2. The establishment, in 1894, of an agricultural demonstra¬ 
tion farm at Karamanai near Trivandrum to demonstrate to the 
ryots the advantages of improved methods 
Early History, of cultivation and the possibilities of in¬ 
troducing iron ploughs and exotic crops 
like groundnut and new varieties of sugarcane seems to have 
been the first step taken towards the development of scientific 
agriculture in the State. Two years later, a scheme for the 
teaching of the elements of agriculture in primary schools was 
formulated but not pushed through. A second farm was opened 
at Quilon in 1907. The Department cf Agriculture was or¬ 
ganised in 1908 on the return of Dr. Kunjan Pillai who had 
been deputed for training in Europe, Since then, the department 
has been steadily growing in its scope ; and the extent of its 
activities now comprises three distinct units, viz., the Agricultural, 
the Veterinary and the Fisheries branches. In the Agricultural 
Branch, there is a scientific section with a staff of specialists and 
a well-equipped research laboratory. The Bacteriologist, the 
Entomologist, the Mycologist and the Economic Botanist carry 
on researches and experiments on various aspects of agricultural 
development under the guidance of the Director. The import¬ 
ance of propaganda has been realised and there are demonstra¬ 
tion and experimental farms in various parts of the State under 
the charge of qualified Inspectors who devote their atten¬ 
tion primarily to the improvement of the more important crops 
in their jurisdiction. They are charged with the function of popu¬ 
larising improved manures and methods and introducing cheap 
agricultural machinery of modern pattern. Lectures are given 
by them on agricultural topics of local interest and they evoke 
popular co-operation by carrying on experiments on private lands. 
With a view to improve the breed of cattle, the milch cow and 
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the draught bull, cattle farms are conducted by Government 
where foreign breeds that would thrive locally are kept. A 
scheme has long been in operation for the award of grants for 
the maintenance of seed bulls of good breed to grade up the 
local varieties. Two schools have been established for giving 
agricultural education, and a third is soon to be opened, the 
buildings required for the purpose having been completed during 
the year under report. In the Veterinary Branch, there are 
thirteen institutions in charge of qualified veterinary officers who 
render free medical treatment to animals. There are also a few 
grant-in-aid veterinary caidyans. The Fisheries Branch under 
three qualified Inspectors controls the inland fisheries and deals 
with the development of fish industries. For the general and 
technical education of children belonging to the communities 
which live by fishing, schools have been established. Facilities 
are provided in a number of fish-curing yards situated all along 
the coast for the proper preservation of fish. Salt is supplied 
for the purpose at low prices. Steps have also been taken by 
the department for the encouragement of subsidiary occupations 
for agriculturists, such as sericulture, poultry-farming and 
apiculture. 

3. The Agricultural Chemist started the investigation of the 
different types of alkaline soils of south Travancore. The soils 
in certain localities were found to contain a 

Biological Ana- large percentage of sodium carbonate or 
lysis of S oils. black alkali and a fair amount of calcium car¬ 
bonate in a highly peptised form. In other 
localities, the soils were entirely free from carbonate and bicar¬ 
bonate of soda. Experiments conducted on the Paddy Farm at 
Nagercoil have shown that alkaline soils of the type found in 
certain localities of south Travancore could be rendered fit for 
paddy cultivation by treatment with sulphur at the rate of half a 
ton per acre for two years followed by an application of 3,000 
lbs. of cattle manure. With a view to test the residual effect of 
this treatment, the experimental plots were cultivated during the 
year in the ordinary way without the application of any manures 
and the results obtained were encouraging. Laboratory experi¬ 
ments were conducted by the addition of definite quantities of 
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nitr ate nitrogen to £ari s °d and punja soil in puddle in exact 
imitation of field conditions and the water extracts of these soils 
were tested periodically for ammoniacal nitrite and nitrate nit¬ 
rogen. It was then found that the application of nitrates to such 
soils should be discountenanced as there was no increase in the 
ammoniacal nitrogen content of the soils. Experiments conduct¬ 
ed with both punja and cirippu soils in cultural solutions have 
shown that these soils are capable of fixing free nitrogen from the 
atmosphere, the latter type exhibiting a nitrogen-fixing capacity 
which is nearly 1 i times as great as that of the former. This 
means that the natural recuperative powers of the virippu soils 
are greater than those of punja soils. 

4. Drying up of young seedlings in patches is a common 
phenomenon in Kart soils generally as well as in punja soils in 

certain parts of Kuttanad. In order to 
Investigation of ascertain the cause of this occurrence, 
dry patches in several samples of soils were collected from 
kari soil. dried up patches as well as from places 

where the crop grew well- Careful examin¬ 
ation showed that the soil of the wilted area differed consider¬ 
ably from that of the non-wilted area both in regard to chemical 
properties and physical conditions. The experiment will be 
continued further and the results published by the department in 
a bulletin in due course- 

5. With a view to find out the most suitable time for con¬ 
ducting tillage operations on sedimental laterite soils, an experi¬ 
ment was started by the Agricultural 

Conservation of Chemist in a private garden at Quilon. As 
Moisture in it is necessary to obtain field data on soil 

Garden Lands. cultivation and on the moisture and temper¬ 

ature relations in the soil, from a diversity 
of soil types and under varying climatic conditions, the scope of 
the experiment will be further extended and its results gauged in 
one or two years. 



6. The kari soils of Thuravur, in the Shertallai taluk, are 
very rich in all the plant food ingredients like potash, phosphoric 

acid and nitrogen. But they are deficient 
Investigation of in lime. To find out the exact quantity of 
lime require- lime required by these soils to produce the 

menls of kari best results, a series of pot-culture experi- 

soils. ments were started during the year. 

7. Under existing conditions, the simplest and the most 
economic method of increasing the output of manure consists in 

converting all kinds of waste materials such 
Manures. as dry leaves, grass, weeds, straw and coir 

dust into artificial farmyard manure by 
special treatment with reagents like ammonium sulphate, cattle 
dung emulsion and bone-meal. The preparation of bone manure 
from raw bones by treatment with sulphur, charcoal and sulphur- 
oxidising bacteria and the experiments with the manure prepared 
out of spent wash from the Nagercoil Distillery, which were 
continued during the year, yielded good results. During the 
Kanni season, the plot treated with spent wash manure at 
the rate of half a ton per acre yielded 890 lbs. of grain 
more than the control plot. The residual effect of the manure 
was measured during the next season when the increase in 
the yield of grain was found to be 280 lbs. The method of 
preparing fermented green manure was demonstrated to the ryots 
in various localities, several of whom have begun to make such 
manure in large quantities. The application of nitro-chalk as the 
chief source of combined nitrogen was found to be quite benefi¬ 
cial to cocoanut palm. AH the palms treated with this fertiliser 
in the Cocoanut Farm at Oachira improved considerably in 
general condition as well as in the yield of nuts. The use of 
artificial fertilisers like ammonium sulphate, superphosphate and 
ammophos was on the increase, particularly in the taluks of 
Shencotta, Tovala and Agastisvaram. The ryots of Shencotta 
alone purchased Rs. 10,000 worth of the manures. Owing to 
the steady increase in the number of agencies for the collection 
and sale of manures, direct sales by the department were practi¬ 
cally. stopped. However, for the benefit of the ryots of certain 
localities, where there were no private agents for the supply of 
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manures, the department engaged a few persons and co-operative 
societies for the sale of local and improved manures, on commis¬ 
sion, the value of the manures thus sold during the year being 
Rs. 3,820. 

8. The ryots are fully convinced of the advantages of the 
use of improved types of light iron ploughs made by local black¬ 
smiths. Nearly 350 such ploughs were 
Agricultural sold during the year. The Fordson Tract- 
Impkments and or belonging to the department was used 
Machinery. mainly for ploughing the arable area in the 

Paddy Farm, Nagercoil. Experimental 
ploughing with the Standard 4 H. P. Tractor in certain areas 
demonstrated the advantages of this kind of tractor in ploughing 
garden lands and paddy lands in dry condition. The advantages 
of using double roller sugarcane mill for crushing canes and the 
Petter Pumping Set for bailing water from fields were shown to 
the ryots of a few taluks. 


9. Paddy produced within the State is inadequate to meet 
the local demand even in normal years and the deficiency is 
made good by i imports from Burma and 
Paddy. Indo-China. The department has therefore 

been making special efforts to increase the 
output of paddy by encouraging the use of scientific and up-to- 
date methods ot cultivation. A series of experiments was 
conducted during the year with different kinds of oil-cakes and 
cattle manure in the Paddy Farm at Nagercoil. It has been 
found that, of the different oil-cakes, groundnut cake is the 
best for paddy. The comparative effect of phosphatic, 
nitrogenous and general manures and of ammophos, leunophos 
and a mixture of superphosphate and ammonium sulphate on 
paddy crop was tested experimentally. Superphosphate, used as 
top-dressing to plots treated with cattle manure or green leaves 
at the beginning, produced the best results, the yield of grain 
obtained being 3,777 lbs, per acre. A series of varietal 
experiments was also conducted, the varieties tried being, 
Maihiruua, Kichili samba, Jamlolu Thankflsamba, Kattayan 
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and Porak.ai.an samba. Jamboli and Kaltayan produced the 
highest yield. The variety known as G. E. B. 24, got 
down from Coimbatore, was tried in Trivandrum, Puliyara, 
Karuvatta and Alwaye and the results were satisfactory. 

The department therefore proposes to distribute seeds of this 

variety to ryots for trial. With a view to find out the best 

methods for preserving paddy for seed purposes, a few germination 
tests were conducted ; but the results obtained were not con¬ 
clusive. 25,780 lbs. of seeds selected under the direct supervision 
of the officers of the department were distributed to the ryots 
during the year. The department also conducted 88 manurial and 
cultural operations on 111 acres of ryots’ lands at various centres 
and the net profit obtained ranged between Rs. 15 and Rs. 32i 
per acre. The Entomologist organised a campaign against the 
stem-borer pest and successfully dealt with all the affected 

seedlings over an area of 600 acres. There were extensive out¬ 
breaks of rice hispa in several parts of south Travancore ; but 
the pest was soon brought under control. 

10. A series of manurial, cultural and varietal experiments 
was conducted during the year on selected cocoanut palms in the 
Farms at Trivandrum, Oachira and Alleppey 

Cocoanut. and the results were recorded. Demon¬ 

strations on the advantages of adopting 
scientific methods for the cultivation of the cocoanut palm were 
conducted at various centres for the benefit of the ryots. During 
the year, there was a recrudescence of the cocoanut leaf roller 
pest (Nephantis Serinopa) in several parts of the State; but the 
operation of cutting and pruning soon brought the pest under 
control. Attempts made to control the pest with the help of 
parasites proved successful in a few places. About the middle 
of the year, a new disease broke out in Tamaracolam in the 
Agastisvaram taluk, The chief symptom of the disease was 
a brownish yellow colouration of the outer leaves of the affected 
palms. The discolouration started at the extremities of the leaf¬ 
lets of the outermost leaf and then extended rapidly over the 
entire leaf and passed on to the next leaf within a few months, 
several of the outer leaves turned brown and drooped down or 
kept hanging almost vertically round the stem and the trees 
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became barren within a short time. Treatment with farmyard 
manure and green leaves arrested the progress of the disease 
to a marked extent. Investigations of the fungus diseases were 
continued and statistical study thereof undertaken during the year 
in an area of 4 square miles in Kayankulam. It was found that 
a large percentage of the diseased palms continued to grow toler¬ 
ably well in spite of the disease, nearly 65 per cent, of the trees 
in the area giving a fairly good yield, which indicates that the 
attack always takes a protracted course. 

11. Experiments on the cultivation of pepper, which is one 
of the most important commercial crops of the country, were 

being conducted on the Pepper Farm at 
Pepper. Konni which has a planted area of 150 

acres. Several improvements were made 
in the Farm by providing traces and bridle paths and removing 
weeds and jungle growth. The total yield of pepper was 11,617 
lbs., against over 11,072 lbs.)in 1104. The manurial experi¬ 
ments started in the previous year were continued with manures 
supplied cost free by thel Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd. 
Owing to the abnormal rise in the price of pepper during the 
past few years, the ryots in several parts of the State have taken 
to it and the cultivated area under the crop has, of late, more 
than doubled itself. But the condition of the vines has been 
far from satisfactory due to want of care on the part of the 
ryots in selecting sites and pepper cuttings and in preparing 
soils. During the year, four kinds of new insect pests were 
noticed in a few plantations, two of them being scale insects 
which suck the juice of the plant and the other two, borers 
which, in the larval stage, damage the entire vine. When the 
year closed, the department was engaged in an investigation of 
the causes of these pests. 

12. Owing to the fall in the price of tapioca, the cultivation 
of this crop has, of late, received a clear set-back . An area of 

nearly 13 acres in the Experimental Farm 
Tapioca■ at Kottarakara was planted with tapioca and 

the crop had to be left in the field for want 
of purchasers. The crops in the Demonstration Farms at Puli- 
yara and Alwaye were satisfactory, but, owing to unfavourable 
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market conditions, the net profit obtained was comparatively low. 
A few demonstrations were conducted during the year on ryots’ 
lands to convince the public of the advantages of using scien¬ 
tific manures for the crop. A stem canker broke out in several 
villages. Early collection and destruction of the affected branch¬ 
es was found to be the best means of controlling the pest. 

13. Cholam, which is the chief food crop of the poor on the 
other side of the Ghats, is extensively cultivated in several 

villages in the Shencotta taluk. In the 
Cholam . Demonstration Farm at Puliyara, a few 

acres are devoted to the experimental culti¬ 
vation of this crop. A trial of five varieties of cholam, viz., 
Uppukatty, Palvella, Mankumari, Chithiravella and Mudi was 
conducted during the year and it was found that the yield of 
grain per acre was greatest in the case of the first-mentioned 
variety. Experiments with organic manures like sheep dung, 
fish guano, cattle dung, laurel cake, synthetic farmyard manure 
and prawnskin and with chemical manures were conducted 
during the year, synthetic farmyard manure producing the highest 
yield. 

14. The chief fodder grasses cultivated in the Cattle Farm, 
Trivandrum, were Guinea grass, Napier grass and paspalam 

langarum • The demand for green fodder 
Fodder Grass. in the farm was met mostly by the produce 
collected from the areas under the first two 
varieties. Small quantities of the tussocks and stumps of the 
two varieties were supplied to ryots. Paspalam langarum in¬ 
troduced from Ceylon in 1103 was found to thrive under the 
conditions prevailing in the State. 

15. Since the Travancore ryot is dependent on'bullocks 
as draught animals, and as the milk supply is of primary importance 

to a vegetarian population, the department 
Cattle has been paying special attention to the pro- 

Breeding. blem of cattle improvement. The Cattle 

Farm at Trivandrum is devoted to the breed¬ 
ing of milch cows and the Cattle Farm at Esantimangalam to the 
improvement of draught oxen. The former consists of pure 
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Scindhi cows and bulls and a few local cows, while the latter 
contains Kangayam and Halligarh bulls and some local 
cows. The breeding operations in both farms aim at the 
production of good bulls of pure breeds for distribution and the 
grading up of local cows with pure bred bulls. The strength 
of the herd in the Trivandrum Farm was 75 and in the Esanti- 
mangalam Farm 42 at the end of the year. The sales of calves 
to the public from the former numbered fourteen. Twenty-eight 
cows and 3 cow buffaloes in the Trivandrum Farm yielded 
48,203 nazhies of milk. The highest yield was obtained from 
a cross between a Montgomery cow and a cross-bred Ayreshire 
bull. The stud bulls and buffaloes maintained by the depart¬ 
ment served 320 cows and 78 cow buffaloes, respectively. The 
system of awarding grants to private individuals and co-operative 
societies for the maintenance of bulls was continued and the 
number of grants awarded during the year was 20. 

16. The Poultry Farm at Trivandrum kept four foreign 
breeds, viz,, White Leghorn, White Wyandotte, Light Sussex 

and Rhode Island Red. At the beginning 
Poultry Farm. of the year, there were 73 adult fowls and 9 
chicken. One Rhode Island Red cock was 
purchased and added to the stock and 90 chicken were hatched 
during the year. 39 chicken and adult birds and 900 eggs 
were sold from the Farm in 1105 for breeding purposes. 

17. The Apicultural Section of the department has been in¬ 
strumental in introducing bee-keeping in several homes in the 

towns of Trivandrum, Quilon and Alleppey, 
Apiculture. in villages in the southern and central parts 
of the State as well as in some European 
estates in the High Range. The number of private apiaries rose 
from 107 to 184 during the year. 

18. The Silk Farm at Trivandrum continued to work as 
before. Nine rearings were conducted during the year, which 

yielded 336J lbs. of green cocoons. The 
Sericulture. cocoons collected were reeled and the yarn 
so obtained was woven into silk, 
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19. There were two agricultural schools, one at Alwaye 
and the other at Kottarakara. Fourteen boys in the former 

and 27 boys in the latter were under 

Agricultural training during the year. The number of 
Education. boys who passed in the final examination was 

11 and 22, respectively, in the two schools. 

20. The total number of boys in the Agricultural Colony of 
Koni was 19 in 1105 against 16 in 1104. The colonists have 

brought the entire area assigned to them 

Agricultural under cultivation, cocoanut, pepper, rubber, 
Colony . tapioca, paddy and banana being raised on 

lines recommended by the department. 

21. Four agricultural exhibitions were held during the year 
by private persons and co-operative societies. The department 

took an active part in them and exhibited 

Agricultural seeds, manures, implements, and pictures 

Exhibitions. and diagrams of insect pests and fungus 

diseases of crops. 

22. A Veterinary Hospital was opened by Government 
during the year at Eraniel which raised the number of veteri¬ 
nary institutions from 12 to 13. The 

Veterinary Aid. number of animals treated during the year 
fell from 24,653 to 16,377, of which 2,533 
were treated by the officers on tour and the rest in institutions. 
2,740 operations were performed. Special attention was paid 
to the castration of inferior bulls, the number of castrations 
performed being 478. Twenty-nine elephants were treated 
during the year, of which 2 died. Rinderpest broke out in the 
taluks of Tovala, Agastisvaram, Kunnatnad and Muvattupuzha, 
but it was soon brought under control by the adoption of proper 
preventive and remedial measures. Stray cases of foot-and- 
mouth disease also occurred. 


Fisheries. 

23- During the year under report, ribbon-fish and clathi 
were abundant in most of the fishing villages south of Trivan¬ 
drum. Parana fishing was not as satis¬ 
factory as in 1104, but catches of para and 


General. 



prawn were quite satisfactory. The quantity of fish and 
fish products exported during the year aggregated 285,434 
cwts. against 318,328 cwts. in 1104, and the value 
realised was Rs. 40,91,464 against Rs. 42,76,273 in the 
previous year. 

24- A new experiment was started during the year on the 
pickling of fish in korukapuli (a species of tamarind) and the 
results obtained were satisfactory. A iead- 

Researches and ing fish merchant in Trivandrum exported 
Experiments. to Ceylon 28 barrels of fish pickled by this 
process. The experiments on the prepara¬ 
tion of trepang were continued by the department and a consign¬ 
ment of 932 lbs. of finished product was sent to Japan for sale. 

25. There were 11 fish-curing yards during the year. On 
the whole, a quantity of 64,363 maunds of fish was cured in 

them against 55,246 maunds in the previous 

Fish Curing year and a quantity of 18,576 maunds of 
Yards. salt was issued for the purpose against 

1 5,253 maunds in 1104. 

26. The lessee of the shank fisheries collected and exported 
24,460 shells during the year against 45,000 shells in 11 04. 

The royalty realised was Rs, 611 against 
S hank Fisheries. Rs- f, 125 in 1104. 

27. The four fishery schools conducted for the benefit of 
boys and girls of the fishing community continued to work satis¬ 
factorily. The total strength of these 

Education of schools was 286; and of these 36 were 
Fishermen. girls. Two young men of the Araya caste, 

who were undergoing training, as stipendi¬ 
aries of Government, in the Fishery School at Tanur and the 
Technological Institute at Trivandrum, completed their course 
during the year and were appointed as Instructors in the 
special school for fishermen which was opened at Alleppey at 
the commencement of the year. 



28. Almost every fishing village on the banks of the Vem- 
banad backwaters has a co-operative society of its own. The 
number of societies for the Valans was 42 
Co-operation as in the previous year. Under the 

among Fishermen■ auspices of eight of these societies, fish 
markets were opened during the year in 
north Travancore. A co-operative society at Munambam 
earned during the year Rs. 1,020 by making nets for fishing. 
The officers of the Fisheries department, particularly'the teachers 
of the Fishery Schools, continued to render all possible help to 
these societies. 


29. The subjoined statement compares the receipts and 
expenditure of the department during 1104 
Receipts and and 1105:— 

Expenditure. 


( Agricultural recoi) 
Veterinary Hospitf 


, Direction 
jFarms and Depots 
Agricultural School* 
Sericulture 
1 Apiculture 

I Veterinary Hospitals and 
Dispensaries 
Grants-in-aid to private 
Veterinary Vaufi/am 

Fisheries 


The net expenditure of the department thus rose from 

. 1,85,519 to Rs. 1,88,819 or by Rs. 3,300. 
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INDUSTRIES AND GEOLOGY. 


Minerals. 

Direclot. Mr. I. C. Chacko,. B. A-, B. Sc. 

30. A fresh prospecting license for ilmenite was granted 
during the year. The applications received in the previous year 

for prospecting licenses for kaolin in the 
Prospecting Quilon taluk and for mica in certain areas 

Licenses and of the Achenkoil reserved forest were under 

Mining Leases. consideration. No o ther new lease or 

license was granted during the year. 

31. The export of monazite increased from 180 tons in 
1104 to 500 tons in 1105. The quantities of zircon and 

ilmenite exported in 1105 were 1,425 and 

Mineral Pro- 15,410 tons, respectively, against 1,057 

duction. and 19,950 tons, respectively, in 1104. 

32. The underground water survey commenced in 1102 by 
the Geological Assistant was continued during the year by the 

Prospector. Wells, 46 in number, in the 

Underground Tovala taluk were examined and the neces- 

Water Survey. sary observations recorded. Of these 

wells, only 20 contained fresh water and 
the water in the remaining wells was alkaline. 


Industries. 

33. The investigation of the possibilities of lignite as a fuel 
■was continued, and the ultimate analysis of the eight samples 
collected from Warkala and its neighbour- 
Induslrial Re- hood commenced. The results obtained 
search Laboratory, showed that the sulphur content of the lignite 
was so high as to impair its usefulness as 
fuel. In the Travancore Sugars Ltd., equipment was provided 
for the refining of jaggery solution by carboraffin, an active 
carbon which had been advertised as very useful for decoloris¬ 
ing sugar liquors. Preliminary experiments in the research 
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laboratory demonstrated that jaggery solutions could be de¬ 
colorised completely by appropriate treatment with this carbon 
under suitable conditions. A comparative study was,- made of 
the mote important industrial decolorising carbons on the market 
for determining their respective merits from the points of view of 
efficiency and economy and a thesis embodying the results of the 
study was prepared for future reference. An enquiry was con¬ 
ducted with a view to ascertain whether cocoanut-shell charcoal 
could be made in the State for export in large quantities. From 
experiments on varied assortments of shells of different sizes, the 
yield of charcoal was found to be 35 per cent, on the weight of 
the shell. Assuming the cost of cocoanut-shells to be 5 chs. per 
100 shells, the cost of charcoal works out to Rs. 38 per ton. 
An investigation of the essential oil of indigenous cinnamon was 
carried out; and it was found that it resembled the oil of canella 
alba or wild cinnamon more than the real cinnamon oil of com¬ 
merce. Two methods of detecting adulteration of palmyra-toddy 
with sweet juice were devised at the instance of the Excise Com¬ 
missioner with a view to check the growing practice among the 
licensed vendors of toddy shops to adulterate toddy. Twenty- 
seven orders for electro-plating were received and, executed. 
Twenty-five samples of inks and forty samples of ink powders 
were received from the Stationery Department and testedand, 
in the case of ink powders, the quantity required in each instance 
to produce a given volume of fluid ink of the correct depth of 
colour was determined. On the request of private persons, 82 
samples of articles were analysed and results furnished. Numerous 
enquiries bearing on chemical industries were answered. Many 
of these related to the possibilities of utilising raw materials 
available in the State and some were concerned with the starting 
of small industries with a view to produce articles required for 
local consumption. In one. case, a manufacturer of matches 
desired to know how the after-glowiin match splints could be 
avoided. A demonstration of the impregnation of splints with 
some reagents was. made and the relative merits of the different 
chemicals used for the purpose were explained to him, 
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34. The experimental tannery was continued throughout 
the year, and its attention was confined mainly to experiments 

with tanning materials. In the course of 

Experimental the experiments, the tannery produced such 

Tannery. varieties of leather as could find a local 

market. More attention was paid, as in the 
previous year, to bark tanning than to chrome tanning, the bark 
used being tambakam. Chrome tanning was done, as usual, 
only when there was an order. Leather of nearly the colour 
and feel of amram tanned leather was manufactured experiment¬ 
ally with tambakam bark. Tanning trials were also performed 
with nelli hark, but the leather so tanned was found to have a 
deep red colour. As nelli bark could be obtained in abund¬ 
ance at a comparatively low price, other experiments are propos. 
ed to be conducted with a view to see whether this colour could 
be got rid of. 1,500 pounds of leather were manufactured in 
the tannery during the last three months of the year for supply 
to the Stationery Department A scheme for sending a con¬ 
signment of 10,000 tanned goat-skins to England was under 
consideration. 

35. The demonstration work of the Central Technological 
Institute was continued and persons interested in textile manu¬ 
facture visited the institute to study the 

Textile Branch, operations of improved machinery, such as 
jacquards, dobbies and winders. Orders 
were placed for four mechanical looms and necessary machines, 
with the object of demonstrating the use of power looms with 
which the textile manufacturers of the State are not familiar. As 
it was found necessary that the teachers in the aided 
weaving schools should be given a course of training in the 
Central Technological Institute, a class was opened for them in 
the institute in Edavom 1105. Every year, 12 teachers will be 
admitted into the class and a stipend of Rs. 10 each per mensem 
will be paid to them. At the close of the year, the strength of 
the class was 11. The itinerant weaving and spinning parties 
were stationed at Venganur, Konni and Padanayarkulangara 
during the year, training 12 students each in weaving and 
hand-spinning. Four poor pupils in each of the temporary 
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schools at Venganur and Konni were given looms and accessor¬ 
ies free of cost to enable them to adopt weaving as their profes¬ 
sion and those among them who could not find accommodation for 
the looms in their homes were also given a sum of Rs. 15 each 
for constructing sheds. The Textile Expert and his Assistant 
inspected the weaving schools and the work of the itinerant weav¬ 
ing and spinning parties in camp. The Central Technological 
Institute participated in the exhibitions held at Quilon, Oachira 
and Kuzhithura. 

36. In connection with the investigations undertaken by the 
department and in compliance with inquiries made by private 

persons, five estimates were prepared by the 
Industrial Industrial Engineer. These related to the 

Engineering. erection of factories for the manufacture of 

ice, bone-meal and tapioca flour and of 
mills for husking paddy and extracting oil from groundnuts. The 
total number of registered boilers at the beginning of the year was 
183, including 4 digesters. Of these, 107 had ceased working 
during the year, having either been removed outside the State or 
prohibited. Six boilers were newly registered, which raised the 
number of boilers having licenses at the close of the year to 82. 
Of these, only 72 were examined, the owners of the remaining 
10 boilers having failed to offer their boilers for examination. 
There were two cases of violation of the provisions of the Steam 
Boilers and Prime Movers Regulation. In both cases, the offence 
consisted of working the boilers above the licensed pressure and 
prosecutions were instituted through the Police Department. 
The cases were pending at the close of the year. 

Factory Industries. 

37. The Malabar Match Manufacturing Company continued 
operations during the year and manufactured 199,850 gross of 

matches. The Company marketed their 
Match Manu - matches throughout south India, but pro- 
facture. gress was handicapped to a certain extent 

by complaints that the matches did not con¬ 
form to variations of weather, The Company made a determined 
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effort to overcome the difficulty and as a result their matches 
were given a much better reception in the market towards the 
close of the year. The quantity sold during the year was 
131,150 gross. The South Indian Match Factory manufactur¬ 
ed and sold 70,075 gross of matches. The small match factory 
belonging to Messrs. P. Peter and Sons, Alleppey, worked 
satisfactorily and manufactured and sold 8,000 gross of matches 
and 22,000 gross of veneers and splints. The entire output of 
1,800 gross from the Pioneer Match Work at Kadakkavur, 
belonging to Mr. Moulvi Abdulkadir, was sold in the State. 

38. The Travancore Sugars Ltd. was not doing business 
till about the end of Tulam 1105 for want of funds. The Go¬ 
vernment, who had already a large stake in 

Sugar Manu- the concern, sanctioned a loan to the com- 
fadure. pany of Rs. 1 lakh, and a cash credit for 

Rs. 50,000 to be drawn upon from time to 
time according to necessity. It was stipulated that, until the -loan 
was fully repaid, the Managing Agents of the Company should 
be under the control of a Committee of three Directors nominat¬ 
ed, by Government and that the funds of the concern should be 
handled only by an officer of the Government deputed for the 
purpose. The purchase of jaggery for the manufacture of sugar 
was commenced at the end of Tulam and the refining process 
was started, in Medom. The factory worked for over a month 
and a half; but the refining process did not prove to be success¬ 
ful. The company’s sugar expert and Managing Agents observed 
that the carboraffin process adopted in the factory was not suited 
for jaggery refining; and on their advice, the work in the factory 
was stopped, pending receipt of a report called for from the 
makers of carboraffin. The report was received only after the 
close of the year. 

Technical and Industrial Education. 

39. Drawing, carving, smithery and pottery were being 
taught- in the School of Arts. 22 stipendiaries and 11 non¬ 
stipendiaries were receiving instruction at 

School of Arts, the close of the year. Five of the noh- 
Trivmdtm, stipendiaries were girls, The manufacture 
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and sale of pottery, ivory and other articles continued, 
and private workmen were allowed to exhibit their ware 
in the show-room for sale. One of the carvers, who had 
been deputed to undergo training in the Industrial School at 
Chennapatna in Mysore in lacquer work, completed the training 
and rejoined the School of Arts in the middle of the year. A 
power-driven toy lathe was got down from Mysore and installed 
for making lacquer work articles. A Ramamandiram figure in 
ivory and silver and a carved rose-wood screen and a side-board 
were sent to London for display in the Exhibition Hall of the 
new India House. 

40. All the 12 students in the Senior Civil Overseer class 
and 11 students in the Maistry class completed their course and 
passed the final examination in Meenam 
S r i M ul am 1105. Most of the students who passed 
Technical School, were able to secure employment in the 
Trivandrum. Public Works Department. Twelve stu¬ 

dents were admitted to the Junior Civil 
Overseer class, 6 to the Junior Mechanical Overseer class, and 
12 to the Maistry class, in Mithunam 1105, the total strength 
at the close of the year being 49, including the 19 students in 
the Senior classes. As usual, there was a rush of applicants for 
admission to the classes. Visits to important engineering works 
and factories and field work in survey were planned and carried 


41. There were 28 students on the rolls of the Government 
Carpentry and Smithery School, Quilon, at the end of the year, 
12 in the first year class, 11 in the second year 
Carpentry and class and 5 in the third year class. Nine 
Smithery School, students appeared for the final examination, 
Quilon. which was conducted by an external board 

of examiners, and 4 came out successful. 
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42. The strength was 21 at the close of the year, 10 in the 
first year class, 5 in the second year class and 6 in the third year 

class. The number of students newly 

S. M. R. V. admitted during the year was 10. Three 
Technical Insti - students appeared for the Madras Govern- 
tuie, Nagercoil. ment Technical Examination in cotton 
weaving. Lower Grade, and all three came 
out successful. The school imparted instruction in the theory 
and practice of weaving and gave demonstrations in warping and 
sizing. Lessons in free hand, model drawing and scale drawing 
of looms were also given to the students. 

43. The number of students on the rolls of the school at 
the end of the year was 134, of whom 4 were girls. The 

subjects taught comprised type-writing, 

S chool of Com- short-hand, book-keeping, commerce, bank- 
merce, Alleppey. ing and commercial geography. The pupils 
under training were presented for the Madras 
Government Technical Examinations of appropriate grades in the 
respective subjects in December 1929 and April 1930. The 
results were better than those of the previous year. There were 
23 students in residence in the hostel at the close of the year. 
Students, who completed their training, were able to secure 
suitable appointments. 

44. The year closed with 54 schools on the aided and 12 
on the unaided list. The strength in the former aggregated to 

1,266. The largest number of aided 
Industrial Schools • schools was in the Trivandrum Division, viz., 
35. Cotton weaving was taught in the 
majority of the schools, viz., 58, the other subjects taught being 
painting and drawing, coir weaving, carpentry and smithery and 
rattan works. The salary and building and equipment grants 
awarded during the year amounted to Rs. 17,154 against 
Rs. 16,257 in 1104. 



45. The Madras Government Technical Examinations were 
held in November 1929, at Trivandrum, AHeppey, Mavelikara 
and Nagercoil and in April 1930, at 
Miscellaneous. Trivandrum and Alleppey, the cost of con¬ 
ducting them at these centres in the State 
being met by the Government. The number of candidates that 
sat for the examinations was 1,138 in all. Nine industrial loans 
to the total value of Rs. 14,225 were issued, the number of loans 
current at the end of the year being thus 64. The loans issued 
during the year were for cotton weaving, rice hulling and for 
cabinet workshop. The Industrial Library contained 2,000 
volumes at the end of the year and was in receipt of 48 periodical 
publications. The library was made use of by 641 persons 
besides the officers of the department and the students in depart¬ 
mental institutions. The Sri Muiam Shashtiabdapurthi Memorial 
Institute, which was established by public subscription in com¬ 
memoration of the sixtieth birthday of His Highness the late 
Maha Raja of Travancore, and which is under the control of a 
committee of management, served the function of an industrial 
and commercial museum and information bureau, and wa s visited 
by 5,622 persons, of whom 235 made use of the reading room 
attached to it. 117 enquiries on a variety of subjects were 
received and attended to and the enquiries received from the 
Director-General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, 
Calcutta, were placed in the library and circulated. Loom 
accessories to the value of Rs. 948 were added to the Stores 
Depot and sales to the extent of Rs. 1,918 ejected during the 
year. Ivory to the value of Rs. 968 was sold during the year. 
Six stipendiary pupils were receiving instruction in the Travan¬ 
core Button Factory at Valiathurai. The annual contribution of 
Rs. 600 to the Victoria Jubilee Technical Institute, Bombay, 
was continued. 
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46. Particulars regarding the receipts and expenditure in 
the various branches of the department are 
Receipts and given in the following statement for the 
Expenditure. years 1104 and 1105:— 


Receipts. | 1101 | 1105 


Rs 

j Be. 

Receipts from S. M. R. V. nml Central Technolopnonl 

l,74(i 


8 

-§ s 

tv 

ait 

ii,222 

1,228 

Da Carpenti '3 and Smith cry School 

iUii 

2,’M» 

Regulation 

Receipts from the Experimental Tannery 

2,000 

1 2,020 
0,823 

Other receipts 



Dfidwt refunds 

2S 


Net Total of receipts 

18,087 

24,850 


Direction 

Sri Mulam Technical School 
a. M. It. V. Technical Institate 
Carpentry and riimthery School 
School of Arts 
School of Commerce 

Central Technological Institute 
Itinerant weaving and spinning parties 
Experimental Tatxuciy 

Industrial Engineer and Chief Boiler Jmpecto 
Examination charges 





The net expenditure on the Industries Department i 
from Rs. 1,10,807 to Rs. 1,16,613 or by Rs. 5,806. 
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Economic Development Board. 

47. The Economic Development Board was constituted 
with a view to co-ordinate the activities of the several Develop¬ 
ment Departments and to secure non-official 

Constitution and advice in the development of the economic 
meetings of the resources of the State and the establishment 
Board. of new industries and the expansion of old 

ones. The Board consists of 5 official and 
7 non-official members. Four of the latter are elected by the 
members of the Legislative Council and three nominated by the 
Government. The members hold office for a period of three 
years. Five meetings were held during the year, one at Chen- 
gannur, one at Pallikkal and three at Trivandrum. The Board 
considered and disposed of 29 subjects in all. 

48. The most important subjects considered by the Board 

and forming the subject of recommendations 

Work of the to the Government were the following :— 
Board. 

(i) Means by which the Periyar water could be utilised 
for irrigation. 

(ii) Athirapally irrigation scheme. 

(iii) Measures for the prevention of floods and the im¬ 
provement of navigation facilities in the Pampa river. 

(iv) Appointment of a Special Navigation Engineer. 

(v) Investigation of the causes of the fall in the price of 
tapioca and other food-stuffs. 

(vi) Preservation and export of fruits, nuts and other 
food products. 

(vii) Appointment of a committee to investigate the coir 
mat and matting industry. 

(viii) Provision of better shipping facilities. 

(ix) Inauguration of a Fishery Loan Fund. 

(x) Development of screw-pine industry. 
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Some of the recommendations have been considered by the 
Government and orders passed. The rest are under consider- 

49. The Traoancore Economic Journal was published under 

the auspices of the Board. 14 articles 
Traoancore Eco- dealing mostly with agriculture, industries, 
nomic Journal. commerce and banking appeared in the 
Journal. 

50. The expenditure on account of the Board amounted in 

1105 to Rs. 4,189 against Rs. 4,545 in 
Expenditure. 1104, the decrease being due to the non¬ 
payment of subsidy for the publication of 
the Traoancore Economic Journal for nine months in the year. 


Joint Stock Companies. 

Registrar. Mr. K. Venkata Rao. 

51. The number of companies registered during the year was 
86 against 98 in 1104. Of these, 83 companies were limited 
by shares and 3 limited by guarantee. Of 
Number of the companies limited by shares, 62 were 
Companies. public companies and 21 private companies. 

The number and classification of the compa¬ 
nies newly registered during the year according to their business 


are shown below :— 

Business. Number. 

Banking, loan and insurance 64 

Transit and transport 5 

Trading and manufacturing 12 

Tea and other planting companies 1 

Syndicates for land colonisation 1 

Mills and presses 1 

Hotels, theatres and entertainments 2 


Total 86 
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The banking companies predominated as usual though, 
compared with the previous year, there was a fall by 10 in the 
number of such companies registered during the year. As in 
the previous year, the Tiruvalla taluk stood first in the number 
of new registrations and of new banks. Ambalapuzha ranked 
next. All the three companies limited by guarantee were 
associations of motor owners formed for the purpose of encoura¬ 
ging automobile transport in the State and safeguarding their 
common interests. One Insurance Company, viz-, The Kerala 
Gilt Edged Security Life Assurance Co., Ltd., was registered 
as a private company during the year, under the Travancore 
Companies Regulation, I of 1092. The largest flotation during 
the year was the Talliar Estates Ltd., Alleppey, formed for 
planting tea, with a registered capital Rs. 25 lakhs. The 
company is under European management. All the new com¬ 
panies, except five banks, two printing and publishing companies, 
one trading company and one cinema company, commenced 
business during the year. The total authorised, subscribed and 
paid-up capitals of the companies limited by shares, registered 
during the year, were Rs. 117 lakhs, Rs. 25 lakhs and Rs.13 
lakhs, respectively. The number of joint stock companies limited 
by shares, at work at the close of the year under report, was 372, 
of which 322 were public companies and 50 were private, the 
corresponding figures for 1104 being 308, 267 and 41, res¬ 
pectively. Inclusive of one Nidhi, viz.,, the Trivandrum 
Permanent Fund Ltd., there were 256 companies conducting 
banking business and almost all of them were conducting chitties. 
The banks generally worked at a profit and many of them 
declared good dividends. Some of the banks such as the 
Travancore National Bank Ltd., and the Quilon Bank Ltd., 
maintained branch offices at important centres in and outside 
the State. Sixty-two companies carried on trade and manu¬ 
facture ; tea and other planting companies numbered 37 ; one 
company conducted insurance business; and the remaining 
companies were engaged in diverse activities such as motor trans¬ 
port, rice, oil and saw mills and sugar and salt manufacture. 
The number of companies limited by guarantee, not being 
Charitable Associations, increased by 3, thus making the total 
of such companies 9 at the end of 1! 05. The number of 
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Charitable Associations under Section 26 of the Travancore 
Companies Regulation remained the same, viz., 25, as at the 
close of the previous year. 

52. A Committee, consisting of the Registrar of Co-opera¬ 
tive Societies, the Director of Industries, the Financial Secretary 

to Government and six non-official gentle- 
Banking En- men, was appointed during the year, in res- 

quiry Committee. ponse to the invitation extended by the 

Government of India to all Indian States to 
participate in the all-India enquiry into the conditions of bank¬ 
ing. The Committee enquired into the regulation of banking in 
the State, with special reference to the development of indigenous 
co-operative and joint stock banking. The Committee submitted 
its report since the close of the year and the same is under con¬ 
sideration. 

53. The aggregate authorised capital of the 372 companies 
at work at the close of the year was Rs. 8,20,76,661 ; 

their subscribed capital amounted to 
Total Capital. Rs. 2,79,68,760, and their paid-up capital 
to Rs. 1,57,54,658. The corresponding 
figures for 1104 were Rs. 7,10,24,000, Rs. 2,29,91,190 and 
Rs. 1,27,14,840, respectively. There was an increase of 
Rs. 32,67,390 under subscribed capital of all companies, of 
which banking and insurance companies alone contributed 
Rs. 13,61,540, tea companies with Rs. 12,12,595, coming next 
in rank. Under paid-up capital, there was an increase of 
Rs. 20,67,602, of which planting companies contributed 
Rs. 8,99,680 and banking companies Rs. 6,54,019. The num¬ 
ber of certified auditors at the end of the 
Certified year was 21, of whom five held licenses 

Auditors . without time-limit and the others temporary 

certificates. 

54\ Prosecutions against four companies, viz., (1) The 
Malankara Company Ltd., Ithikara, (2) The Banking and In- 
\ dustries Ltd., Kollakadavu, (3) The Cen- 

Prosecutlons- tral Travancore Commercial Corporation 
Ltd,, Keerikad, and (4) The Abhyudaya 
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Printing Works Ltd., Kottayam, were launched during the year 
for default in filing the annual balance sheet, list of members and 
summary in time ; and all of them were pending disposal at the 
close of the year. The prosecution against the Mar Thoma 
Rubber Company Ltd., Alleppey, which was pending disposal 
during the previous year, was withdrawn during the year on the 
company having complied with the statutory requirements regard¬ 
ing the appointment of a fresh auditor and paying the expenses 
incurred by the Government for the prosecution. 

55. There were at the commencement of the year 75 com¬ 
panies established outside Travancore having places of business 

inside the State. Four more companies, 
Foreign two for carrying on insurance business, one 

Companies. for trading and the remaining one a trust 

association limited by guarantee, formed for 
the management of the properties belonging to the Salvation 
Army, opened places of business in the State during the year. 
During the course of the year, one company, viz-, the Mooply 
Valley Rubber Co., Ltd., was amalgamated with another com¬ 
pany, the Malayalam Plantations Limited. There were thus 78 
companies of foreign incorporation working in the State at the 
end of the year. Of these, 36 were incorporated in England, 
24 in British India, 6 in Scotland, 5 in Colombo, 2 in Australia, 
and one each in Germany, Holland, Switzerland, Hongkong and 
the United States of America. Twenty-five of these foreign 
companies were engaged in insurance business ; 24 in tea and 
rubber planting; 16 in trading and manufacturing; 4 in banking; 
3iin mining; 2 in navigation ; 2 in missionary work ; and one each 
in railway and sugar manufacture. 

56. The receipts fell from Rs. 19,062 in 1104 to 

Rs. 17,393, while the expenditure rose from 
Receipts and Rs. 6,382 to Rs. 7,569. The net receipts 
Expenditure. of the department thus decreased from 

Rs. 12,680 to Rs. 9,824. 
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Constitution of Societies. 

Registrar. Mr. R. Vaidyalingom Pillai, B. A-, B. L. 

57. There were at the beginning of the year 1,738 co¬ 
operative societies against 1,688 societies at the beginning of 
1104. The number of societies registered 

Number and during the year was 68 against 76 in the 

Nature of year previous. The registration of 4 

Societies. societies was cancelled, but 4 societies, 

whose names had been stuck off the rolls 
during 1104, were permitted to revive work and continue. Thus 
the total number of societies on the register at the end of the year 
was 1,806. Of these, 1,784 societies were working when the 
year closed, the remaining 22 societies not having started work. 
Of the total number of societies on the register, 312 societies 
were of limited liability and 1,494 societies of unlimited liability. 
There was on an average one society working for every 2,245 of 
the population of the State according to the last census. Classi¬ 
fied according to the nature of work, there were 1 central bank, 

1 central weaving society, 1 central institute, 18 taluk banks, 26 
supervising unions, 1,428 agricultural societies, and 309 non- 
agricultura! societies working at the end of the year. As many 
as 1,710 of the societies did credit business alone ; 29 combin¬ 
ed credit with production and sale; 16 were distributive societies; 
and 6 were engaged in other types of co-operative work, of 
which two were for encouraging poultry-farming, one an educa¬ 
tional society, one for the encouragment of the Ayurvedic system 
of treatment, conducting a dispensary and school, one for the im¬ 
provement of rural sanitation and one a mutual benefit fund. 
The largest numbr of societies was in the Tiruvalla taluk with 
215 societies, followed by Kottayam (127), Mavelikara (112), 
Ambalapuzha (93), Pattanamtitta (92), Changanacherry (91), 
Shertallai (89) and Neyyattinkara and Karunagapalli (87 each). 
The number of societies organised on a communal basis rose 
from 746 to 750, of which 188 were composed of Nayars, 141 
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of Christians, 125 of Cheramars and 92 of Ezhavas. The num¬ 
ber of communal societies newly registered in 1105 was 9, 
against 20 in 1104 and 50 in 1103. This is an indication of the 
fact that the insistence for exclusive and communal societies is 
not so strong as it used to be. The number of societies for 
depressed and backward classes rose from 233 to 236 during the 
year, of which 25 were Araya societies, 43 Vala societies, 28 
societies for coast fishermen, 119 societies for Cheramars and 21 
societies for Sambavars. 

58. The total number of individual members in all societies 
rose from 196,078 to 213,027 or by 16,949, giving an average 
of 119 members per society against 116 in 

Membership. 1104. The average was 64 in 1928-29 
in the Madras Presidency. The percent¬ 
age of the number of members to the total population was 5'3 
against 4'9 in 1104 and 2'1 in 1928-29 in the Madras 
Presidency. The membership in agricultural societies rose 
from 152,535 to 163,353 and in non-agricultural societies 
from 42,433 to 48,367. The increase in membership has 
been shared by almost every community. In numerical 
strength, the members belonged to the various communities in 
the following order, viz., Nayars, Christians, Ezhavas, Brahmins 
and Cheramar converts. In point of occupation, 98,013 were 
agriculturists, 67,247 non-agriculturists and 34,523 derived their 
income partly from agriculture and partly from other sources. 
Artisans numbered 13,244. The number of women members 
rose from 23,893 to 25,783 or by 1,890. One in every eight 
members was a woman. 


Finances. 

59. The finances of co-operative societies comprise share 
capital, deposits, reserve fund and loans. The total share capital 
paid up in all societies together amounted 
Share Capital. to Rs. 30'83 lakhs* against Rs. 2673 lakhs 
in 1104, the increase being Rs. 4' 10 lakhs. 
The agricultural societies contributed Rs. 20'31 lakhs, the 
non-agricultural societies Rs. 9'64 lakhs and the Central Bank 
"The amounts are in British currency for all transactions of societies. 
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Rs. 0 - 88 lakh. The average paid-up share capital for societies 
was Rs. 1,754 against Rs. 1,581 in 1104. 

60. The total receipts under deposits rose from Rs. 17‘50 
lakhs to Rs.'l 8'95 lakhs and the disbursements increased from 

Rs. 14-07 lakhs to Rs. 1574 lakhs. The 
Deposits. receipts under total deposits showed only an 

increase of Rs. 1,44,588 against 
Rs. 6,37,927 in the previous year. The fall is more percept¬ 
ible in the deposits from non-members, while there was in¬ 
crease in the deposits from members. Of the total deposits, 
Rs. 9'14 lakhs was in the Central Bank, Rs. 2*97 lakhs in 
agricultural societies and Rs. 6‘84 lakhs in non-agricultural 
societies. Of the total deposits, 48 per cent, was in the Central 
Bank, 16 per cent, in agricultural societies and 36 per cent, 
in non-agricultural societies. 

61. The total reserve fund of all societies together was 
Rs. 4'26 lakhs at the beginning of the year. During the year, a 

sum of Rs. 21,933 was added to the funds 
Reserve Fund. from the undisposed of profits. The actual 
total was thus Rs. 4‘48 lakhs against 
Rs. 3'12 lakhs in 1104. As a result of the audit of the ac¬ 
counts of the societies for the year ending Edavam 1105, a 
further sum of Rs. 1,15,318 is proposed to be credited to 
the fund, which would bring the total to Rs. 5*63 lakhs. Of 
the reserve, Rs. 2*54 lakhs is invested outside and Rsi 1 ‘93 
lakhs has to be invested as directed in the audit proceedings. 

62. The number of loans issued during the year was 63,394 
against 70,866 in 1104, and the aggregate amount advanced 

was Rs. 37 '79 lakhs against Rs. 36‘06 
Loans. lakhs in the previous year. There was a 

fall of 7,478 in the total number of loans 
issued by the agricultural and non-agricultural societies and a 
slight rise in the number of loans issued by the Central Bank; 
but the increase in the total amount lent was shared by all the 
societies. The purposes, of the loans were, as usual, payment 
of prior debts, trade, cultivation, education, purchase of raw 
materials,constructipn and repair of houses, etc, Amongst the 
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loans for productive purposes, the largest amounts were for trade, 
cultivation, construction and repair of houses, purchase of land, 
purchase of cattle and purchase of raw materials and food-stuffs. 
Loans for the payment of prior debts stood foremost, more 
than a third of the total funds, viz., Rs. 1! 78 lakhs, having 
been disbursed for the purpose. Loans for trade came next 
accounting for a total of Rs. 7*53 lakhs, followed by loans for 
agricultural purposes, like payment of kist, purchase of cattle, etc., 
for an aggregate of Rs. 570 lakhs. Loans not exceeding Rs. 50 
constituted, as usual, the bulk of the transactions. The majority 
of the loans were issued on the joint and several responsibility 
of the borrower and one or more other members standing as 
sureties. Nearly 40 per cent, of the loans were for periods less 
than one year, 40 per cent, for periods exceeding one year but 
less than two years, and the remaining for over two years. 
There was a general fall in the collection of dues and the 
arrears both under principal and interest have increased from 
26 to 32 per cent, and from 28 to 34 per cent, respectively. 
In the case of the agricultural societies, the overdues formed 
35*5 per cent, of the demand against 287 per cent, in 1104 under 
principal and 39 per cent, against 31 *3 7 per cent, under interest. 
In the case of non-agricultural societies, the percentages were 
29 - 8 against 257 under principal and 33*2 against 31*6 under 
interest. The rise in the arrears is to a large measure ascri- 
bable to the general economic distress and the unsatisfactory 
market conditions. 

63. The working capital constitutes the resources of co¬ 
operative societies and consists-of the share capital, loans, depo¬ 
sits and the reserve fund. The aggregate 

Working working capital of the societies increased 

Capital. from Rs. 52*76 lakhs to Rs. 63*75 lakhs, 

i. e., by Rs. 10*99 lakhs or by 20*8 per cent. 
The average working capital per society was Rs. 3,573 in 1105 
against Rs. 3,120 in 1104. The Central Bank contributed 
21 per cent, of the working capital, non-agricultural societies 30 
per cent, and agricultural societies 49 per cent. 
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64. This institution continued to be the only central financ¬ 
ing organisation in the co-operative field. The number of 
individual members rose from 1,110 to 
The Central 1,307 and of society members from 626 
Co-operatioe to 656. The aggregate- paid-up share 

Bank , Ltd.- capital rose from Rs. 77,960 to Rs. 87,760, 

the subscribed share capital being 
Rs. 4,22,300. The working capital of the Bank increased 
from Rs. 11 ’31 lakhs to Rs. 13‘34 lakhs. The fixed and 
current deposits in the bank rose from Rs. 7*97 lakhs to Rs. 9‘69 
lakhs, of which the contribution from members was Rs. 6'03 
lakhs. The reserve fund of primary societies invested in the 
bank rose from Rs. 83,007 to Rs. 1,06,474. The supervision 
fund amounted to Rs. 10,575. The bank issued during the 
year 420 loans amounting Rs. 5'06 lakhs against 414 loans for 
Rs. 4’18 lakhs, in 1104. Of this, 134 loans amounting to Rs. 3‘07 
lakhs were advanced to societies and 286 loans for Rs. 1 '99 
lakhs to individual members. The total outstandings at the end 
of the year amounted to Rs. 10’14 lakhs, of which Rs. 86,680 
was overdue, the corresponding figures for the previous year 
being Rs. 1‘12 lakhs and Rs. 34,107, respectively. The 
percentages of arrears under principal and under interest were 
19*1 and 11 - 6, respectively, against 11*1 and 9'5, respectively, 
in 1104. The institution has been steadily bringing down the 
arrears for the past four years ; but during the year under report, 
there was a marked decrease in the collection of dues and an 
abnormal increase in arrears, mainly due, as already stated, to the 
general economic depression. The net profit which accrued to 
the bank during the year ending Edavam 1105 was Rs: 23,500 
against Rs. 21,524 in the previous year. The reserve fund 
amounted to Rs. 35,875. The surpluses of the bank rose from 
Rs. 2,87,312 to Rs. 3,44*029. The major portion of this 
amount was invested with the Government and against this an 
overdraft account has been allowed. 



65. 1 wo taluk banks were registered during the year, thus 
raising the total number of such banks to 18. One of these two 

banks was of a new type which may be 

Taluk Banks. called a Banking Union with provision for 
individual members. The taluk banks too, 
like the Central Bank, did business both with individuals and 
societies. Of the 18 banks, one had not started issuing loans 
during the year, and of the 17 banks working during the year, 

14 issued loans to society members, while 3 did business only 
with individuals. All the banks together advanced 2,889 loans 
aggregating to Rs. 6'33 lakhs against 2,495 loans for Rs. 4‘ 18 
lakhs in 1104. Of these, 109 loans for Rs. Ml lakhs were to 
societies and 2,780 loans for Rs. 5'22 lakhs to individuals. 
These banks were partly financed by the Central Bank, which 
advanced to them loans aggregating to Rs, 1,47,000 against 
Rs. 92,000 in 1104. The membership of die taluk banks 
comprised 599 societies and 8,055 individuals, against 485 
societies and 6,080 individuals in 1104. Their aggregate 
working capital amounted to Rs. 8'59 lakhs in 1105, against 
Rs. 5'83 lakhs in 1104. Their reserve fund was Rs. 30,835, 
and a net profit of Rs. 43,284 was earned by them on a paid-up 
share capital of Rs. 3'3 7 lakhs. 

66. The number of urban banks remained the same as in 
1104, viz.j 10. They had a total membership of 5,969 and a 

total working capital of Rs. 271 lakhs. 

Urban Banks. A total number of 1,717 loans aggregating 
to Rs. 1 ‘97 lakhs was issued by them and 
a net profit of Rs. 19,965 was earned. Their reserve fund 
amounted to Rs. 20,723 and their paid-up share capital to 
Rs. I -65 lakhs. 

67. The number of agricultural societies rose from 1,377 
during 1104 to 1,428 during 1105 and their members from 

152,535 to 163,353. They had a total 

Agricultural working capital of Rs. 31'19 lakhs and their 
S ocieties. reserve fund amounted to Rs. 3’98 lakhs, 

the corresponding figures for 1104 being 
Rs. 27-09 lakhs and Rs. 3'02 lakhs, respectively. 
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68. The number of non-agricultural societies increased from 
313 to 328 and their members from 42,433 to 48,367. Their 

working capital amounted to Rs. 19*22 
Non-Agricultural lakhs and the total of their reserve funds 
Societies. was Rs. 1 '29 lakhs. 

69. The number of distributive or consumers’ societies 
during the year was 19, including 6 that were registered during 

1105. Of these, 3 did not start work. 

Consumers’ Thus the number that was working during 

Societies. the year was 16 against 12 during the 

previous year. Of the total purchase of 
Rs. 1,40,293 worth of goods, the Trivandrum Co-operative 
Distributive Society was responsible for Rs. 99,509. This 
society maintained its position as the only consumers’ society of 
any substantial magnitude. It improved its earnings and the 
profits rose from Rs. 6,124 to Rs. 6,685. Among rural socie¬ 
ties, 18 combined distribution work with credit business. Their 
aggregate purchases amounted only to Rs. 81,909 against 
Rs. 98,924 during the previous year, there being a proportion¬ 
ate reduction in sales also. The Thrikadavoor Co-operative 
Society accounts for about half of the above purchases. 

70. The progress of the co-operative movement among 

depressed and backward classes is exhi- 
Societies for De- bited in the subjoined statement :— 
pressed and Back¬ 
ward Classes. 



Total ...j 233 j 236 I 16,516 ( 11,026 
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Net profit. 



9,935 10,297 


Among Arayas, Valans and Sambavars the number of 
societies remained the same as in the previous year, while the 
number of societies for coast fishermen and Cheramars increased 
by one and two, respectively, during the year. Except in the case 
of the societies for Valans, there was an increase in the number 
of members also. The paid-up capital, the working capital 
and the reserve funds showed an increase under all classes of 
societies. But there was a slight fall in the net profits, in the 
case of the societies for the Arayas, Valans and the coast 
fishermen, as compared with the figures for 1104. 

71. The number of Government servants’ credit societies 
remained the same as in II04, viz., 36, but their membership 
increased from 5,268 to 7,294. Their 
Other Societies . aggregate working capital was Rs. 1 '92 
lakhs and their reserve funds amounted to 
Rs. 19,129. A net profit of Rs. 16,372 against Rs. 12,467 
in 1104 was earned by them. There were five teachers’ 
societies with a total membership of 350 and a working 
capital of Rs. 8,381. Including one society registered during 
the year, 32 artisans’ societies were working with a member¬ 
ship of 2,262, during 1105. Besides these, 10,982 artisans 
were members of ordinary societies. As in the previous year, 
four societies for municipal employees were working during the 
year; thejr membership increased from 552 to 564 and their 
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working capital from Rs. 6.025 to Rs. 6,224. There were 
three societies of factory employees. Of these, the society of 
the employees of Messrs. Harrisons and Crosfield Ltd-, showed 
some progress in working, the number of members increasing 
from 85 to 94 and the paid-up capital from Rs. 1,760 to 
Rs. 2,000. In the society connected with the Punalur Paper 
Mills, there was a fall in the number of members, in the share 
capital and in the working capital, as many of the employees left 
the institution owing to slackening of the work in the factory. 
The third, the Chittady Estate Employees’ Co-operative Society, 
was more or less dormant, as work was reduced ar.d the em¬ 
ployees disbanded. The society has since proposed a voluntary 
liquidation. Five societies, as in the previous year, were col¬ 
lecting grain both as share instalments and deposits; their working 
wasnot, however, as satisfactory as could be desired. The 
Oachira Prayar Vidya Vitharana Co-operative Society con¬ 
tinued to conduct an English Middle School and the 
Madhya Thiruvithamcore Ayurveda Co-operative Society, 
an Ayurveda school. The latter school is in receipt of a grant 
of Rs. 30 per mensem. The Trivandrum Government Press 
Employees’ Co-operative Society had a benefit fund branch; 
there were five casualties, including three deaths and two re¬ 
tirements and a sum of Rs. 503 was disbursed towards the 
benefits due thereon during the year. The Excise Emoloyees’ 
Co-operative Benefit Fund Ltd., had 994 members and a share 
capital of- Rs. 8,481. The society of the lime-shell collectors at 
Kumarakam had 168 members, with a paid-up share capital of 
Rs. 1,018 and a compulsory deposit of Rs. 1,648. Shells worth 
about ‘Rs. 20,000 were collected and sold through the society 
during the year, the profit earned being Rs. 1,472, made up of a 
very small commission on the sales. There were two societies 
working for the encouragement of poultry-farming, one at 
Marthanadam, working under the auspices of the Rural Demon¬ 
stration Centre of the Y. M. C. A., and the other under the 
control of the Poultry Assistant of the Agricultural Department. 
The Travancore Central Co-operative Produce Society at 
Alleppey found conditions too bad to start work and the Aloe 
Yarn Society at Quilon has, for the same reason, practically 
stopped work, 
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72. The Travancore Co-operative Central Institute and 26 
local supervising unions were working throughout the year. 

The former is a federation of the local 
Supervising unions ; all the working unions and al 1 
Unions. except two taluk banks were affiliated to it. 

The Institute continued to publish a Malaya- 
Iam monthly journal on co-operation. The publication of the 
Travancore Economic journal conducted under the auspices of 
the Economic Development Board was also entrusted to 
it during the year. Representatives of the body inspected 
several local unions during the year. The Institute arranged 
and conducted the Sixth Travancore Co-operative Con¬ 
ference,'under the auspices of the Quilon Union at Quilon. 
The 1 Institute affiliated itself to the All-India Co-operative 
Institutes’ Association and tried to carry out the resolutions and 
recommendations of that body. One such matter was the change 
effected in the date of the International Co-operators’ Day, as a 
result of which the date of the celebration has been changed 
from the first Saturday in July to the first Saturday in November. 
The Institute prepared and submitted a memorandum to the 
Travancore Banking Enquiry Committee. Of the 27 Supervising 
Unions on the register, one had not started work- Of the 1 ,“'27 
societies working within the area of the 26 working Unions, 
1,539 societies had been affiliated to the respective Unions. 
The toal receipts of the Unions, including the Government grant 
of Rs. 3,684, amounted to Rs. 25,763 and the expenditure was 
Rs. 26,035, the corresponding figures for 1104 being Rs. 3,424, 
Rs. 19,794 and Rs. 20,931, respectively. 

73. The work of the ’department in co-ordination with the 
other development departments continued to be satisfactory. 

The Agricultural Department is trying to 
Departmental popularise new and improved methods in 

Co-ordination. agriculture through the medium of co-opera¬ 

tive societies. At the Taluk Conference 
at Vaikam and the State Conference at Quilon, agricultural 
exhibitions were organised and lantern lectures were delivered 
under the management of the department. Five societies 
maintained stud bulls, two of which were granted subsidies. 
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Two societies were having the benefit of industrial loans 
issued for the encouragement of bell-metal industry. The 
Fishery Inspector and staff at Vaikam devoted attention to 
the socio-economic amelioration of the Vala Societies on the 
banks of the Vembanad backwaters. The headmasters and 
teachers of the Fishery Continuation Schools did good work in 
helping such societies in maintaining records and collecting dues. 
Eight of the fishermen’s societies obtained licenses to conduct 
fish markets and others got fishing leases from the Fisheries 
Department. A scheme to organise a Fishery Loan Fund to 
help the fishing industry, submitted jointly by the Director of 
Agriculture and Fisheries and the Registrar of Co-operative 
Societies, is under consideration. During the year, only two 
societies obtained fresh contracts from the Public Works Depart¬ 
ment. Two of the five works undertaken by societies, which 
remained incomplete during the previous year, were completed 
during 1105. During the year, one society obtained a fresh 
lease of 100 acres for teak plantation on the taungya system. 

74. The Sixth Travancore Co-operative Conference was held 
at Quilon on the 26th and 27th Dhanu f 105/10th and 11th 
January 1930. The Conference was opened 

Miscellaneous • by the Dewan. Mr. V. Ramadas Pantalu, 

the President of the Madras Provincial 
Union and the Provincial Bank, presided. His Ffighness the 
Maha Raja was graciously pleased to send an inspiring and en¬ 
couraging message to the Conference. The total attendance at 
the Conference was about 5,000, including 1,000 delegates from 
the State and three fraternal delegates from Madras. In con¬ 
junction with the Conference, an agricultural and industrial 
exhibition was organised, which was greatly appreciated by the 
local public. During the year, 151 societies, against 166 
societies in the previous year, were conducting chitties, a popular 
mode of investment prevalent in the State. The fall is accounted 
for by the fact that some chitlies terminated in the year by efflux 
of time. The work of house-building undertaken by the Quilon 
St. Antony’s Co-operative Society, referred to in the previous 
year s report, reached the first stage of completion and a colony 
of 22 houses, costing nearly Rs. 12,000, matured- Three 
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societies conducted night schools ; 1 7 societies maintained read¬ 
ing rooms; 14 societies managed grant-in-aid primary schools; 2 
societies took land on lease; 8 societies did arbitration work; 1 5 
societies engaged themselves in preparing cocoanut husks for coir 
yarn; and 6 societies acted as vendors for the sale of revenue 
and court fee stamps. Fifty-six societies had kettutengu de¬ 
posits, under which cocoanut palms were earmarked and handed 
over to the societies, the value of the produce being treated as 
fixed deposits for stipulated periods. The Trivandrum Hindu 
Vanitha Sangham, a society composed exclusively of women, 
continued to conduct a weaving school. The society also took up 
a contract for the supply of sheets and linen to the Genera] 
Hospital, 

75. In pursuance of a resolution adopted at the Ninth Con¬ 
ference of the Registrars of Co-operative Societies in India, a 
new system of classification of societies ac- 

Audit and cording to results found in the audit was 

Inspection. introduced for the first time during the year. 

Under this audit classification, societies are 
grouped under four classes, oiz., A class societies which are 
model societies receiving no help from official or non-official staff 
other than the annual audit, followed by B and C class societies. 
D class societies which deserve to be cancelled and brought 
under liquidation, if they do not better their condition within one 
year, come last. New societies which have not worked for 12 
months are not brought into the classification. Along with this 
it was found convenient also to classify societies doing credit 
business into six divisions according to tbe standard of collection 
maintained. The result of the classification of societies under 
the efficiency test shows that, out of 1,677 societies thus classi¬ 
fied, 25 societies came under class A, 292 under class B, 1,003 
under class C and 357 under class D. Of the 1,658 societies 
in the case of which the collection test was applied, 89 societies 
came under class I with 95 per cent, collection, 519 under 
class II with 70 per cent, collection, 313 under class III 
with 55 per cent, collection, 239 under class IV with 40 per 
cent, collection and 371 and 127 societies under classes V and 
VI, respectively, with a collection below 40 per cent. It is hoped 
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that, with the adoption of these classifications, it would be possi¬ 
ble to make useful comparisons and mark the general improvement 
achieved, from next year onwards. During the year, the ac¬ 
counts of 1,778 societies out of the total of 1,784 working so¬ 
cieties were audited, the records of the remaining 6 societies 
being not available. Of these, 707 were audited by the Inspect¬ 
ors, 864 by Supervisors of Unions and 207 by non-official co- 
operators who were willing to do the work. The Registrar in¬ 
spected 67 societies and the Inspectors 760 societies; the rest 
were inspected by the Unions and their Supervisors. 

76. The cost to Government of working the Co-operative 
Societies Regulation during the year amounted to Rs. 48,384 
against Rs. 50,978 in 1104. The per- 
Cost of working centage of cost to total working capital was 
the Co-operathle 07 in 1105 against 0‘9 in 1104. The 

Societies cost works out to an average of Rs. 26’6 

Regulation. per society against Rs. 29'1 in 1104 and 

Rs. 29’6 in 1103. The expenditure in¬ 
curred by the societies themselves was Rs. 1,57.011 against 
Rs. 1,25,348 in 1104. 


Factories. 

77. There were 149 factories at the end of 1105 against 165 
at the end of 1104. Of these, 20 factories were in the Trivandrum 
Division, 62 in the Quilon Division, 10 in 
Distribution the Kottayam Division and 57 in the 
and Classification Devicolam Division. 56 factories in the 

of Factories. Devicolam Division were engaged in the 

manufacture of black tea and one in the 
curing of cardamoms. The remaining 92 factories in the other 
Divisions were engaged in the manufacture of tiles, coir yarn, 
coir-matting, tea, rubber, pepper, steel goods, furniture, matches, 
cotton cloths, the extraction of cocoanut oil, minerals, milling 
rice, husking paddy, and printing. Of the factories, 9 were 
worked by water-power, 19 by electricity, 37 by steam, 24 by 
oil, 40 by gas and the remaining 29 by manual labour. 
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78. The total number of hands employed in all the factories 
together was 24,068 including 2,155 women and 3, 138 
children. The average daily wages 
Labour ranged from four annas to twelve annas. 

Conditions The duration of work varied from eight to 

ten hours a day. The District Magistrates 
and the medical officers inspected 1 the factories within their 
respective jurisdictions. Building accommodation and sanitary 
arrangements were generally satisfactory. 


Patents and Designs. 

Controller. Mr. T. P. Ramasubba Aiyar, B. A. 

(till 12-8-1105). 

Mr. P. N. Krishna Pillai, B. A., 

B. L. 

79. Sixteen patents in respect of the following inventions were 
sealed during the year: - 

(i) Improvements in the manufacture of rubber and similar 
vegetable resins.^ 

(ii) Improvements in the process of tea manufacture. 

(iii) Improvements in or relating to photographic apparatus 
of the Photomaton Parent Corporation Ltd., London. 

(iv) Improvements in or relating to the preparation of 
cocoanut fibres for spinning and weaving. 

(v) Improvements in or relating to a manner of and 
machinery for the extraction of stalk from tea. 

(vi) Process for the production of non-inflammable materi¬ 
als. 

(vii) The production of pressure castings from cellulose 
esters and cellulose ethers, 

(viii) Photographic cameras. 

(ix) Improvements in or relating to photographic apparatus 
of the Multipose Portable Cameras Ltd., London. 

(x) Improvements in photographic enlarging apparatus. 
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(xi) Method of developing sensitised strips and apparatus 
therefor. 

(xii) improvements in or relating to film and like containers. 

(xiii 1 Photographic film pack and developer holder therefor. 

(xiv) Kurienolium. 

(xv) Process of working up cellulose derivatives into plastic 
masses, powder adopted to be pressed, shaped pieces, ribbons, 
foils, filaments and the like. 

(xvi) Method of and apparatus for treating liquids. 

Of the above, one patent, viz., Kurienolium, was granted 
to Mr. P. John Kuriyan, a Travancorean. 

No designs were registered during the year. 

The receipts amounted to Rs. 2,006 against Rs. 1,150 in 
the previous year and the expenditure to Rs. 294 against 
Rs. 300 in 1104. 



CHAPTER IX. 


BUILDINGS, COMMUNICATIONS AND IRRIGATION. 
Public Works Department. 


Chief Engineer. Mr. Alfred Vipan, M. 1. C. E. 

{till 12-9-1105). 

Mr. V. Arunachalam Aiyar, 
B. A., B. E., {In charge). 

Mr. Alfred Vipan was in charge of the department till the 
12th Medom 1105, when he reverted to the Madras P. W. D. 

on the expiry of the period for which his 
Personnel. services were lent to the State by the 

Madras Government. Mr. V. Aruna¬ 
chalam Aiyar, B. A., B. E., Executive Engineer, Trivandrum 
Division, was appointed to be in charge of the Chief Engineer’s 
duties in addition to his own. The department was under his 
charge for the rest of the year. 

2. The most outstanding event in the administration of the 
department during the year was the visit of His Excellency the 
Viceroy Lord Irwin and his party in 
General. December 1929. The officers of the de¬ 

partment had to bear a large share of the 
task of making arrangements at all stations visited by His 
Excellency, particularly at the shooting camp at Edapalayam. 
A large programme of metalling and repairing the roads in the 
State was also carried out in this connection. Fairly good pro¬ 
gress was made during the year in the capital works undertaken 
by the department, such as the Trivandrum Water Works and 
the Electric Supply Scheme. The bridge at Neendakara was 
completed and made ready for traffic by Medom 1105 and it 
was opened by Her Highness the Maha Rani Regent on the 
32nd Edavam 1105. The bridge is called after Her Highness’s 
name as the Setu Lekshmi Bhai Bridge. Good progress was 
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also made in the Pallivasal-Neriamangalam road work, which is 
nearing completion. Road Boards, consisting of a Central Board 
and six District Boards, were constituted during the year to advise 
the Government and the P. W. D. in the matter of opening, im¬ 
provement and maintenance of roads, bridges and waterways in 
the State. The Special Officer appointed for the revision of the 
P. W. D. Code completed his work and the revised code was 
being examined by the Account Officer. 

3. The total grant and outlay, under all heads relating to the 
Public Works Department, for 1105, were Rs. 63,35,887 and 
P.s. 55,41,211, respectively, against 
Grant and Rs. 64,14,214 and Rs. 57,29,506, res- 
Outlay. pectively, in 1 104. Including the sum of 

Rs. 3,15,639, spent on contribution works, 
the total gross outlay, amounted to Rs. 58,56,850 against 
Rs. 59,16,589 incurred in the previous year. The net outlay 
fell short of the grant by Rs. 8,52,710. This is chiefly 
accounted for by the large surrender under capital works not 
charged to revenue, which amounted to Rs. 7,37,842, mainly 
under the Trivandrum Water Supply Scheme. The following 
statement compares the outlay during the year with that during 
1104 in respect of the various service heads, the expenditure on 
works and repairs being shown separately : — 
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4. The total expenditure incurred on Buildings was 
Rs. 6,93,969, inclusive of the sum of Rs. 36,419 spent on 
military works and Rs. 4,490 incurred on 
Buildings. Anchal capital works, against Rs. 7,38,142 
in 1104. Out of this amount, a sum of 
Rs. 5,19,742 was spent on construction works and 

Rs. 1,74,227 on annual repairs and maintenance, the corres¬ 
ponding figures for 1104 being Rs. 5,71,644 and Rs. 1,66,498 
respectively. Thus the expenditure on maintenance and repairs 
increased by Rs. 7,729, while that on original works decreased 
by Rs. 51,902. Leaving out of account the expenditure on 
Anchal and Military buildings, the outlay on original construc¬ 
tion work was the highest in the Trivandrum Division, as in the 
previous year, where Rs. 1,01,793 out of the total ofRs. 5,19,742 
was spent; the Quilon Division coming next with an outlay of 
Rs. 90,257. The highest expenditure was incurred as usual on 
educational buildings, ufe,, Rs. 48,315; but the Public Works, 
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Medical and Sanitary, Land Revenue and Excise Departments 
also came in for a substantial share of the total outlay, as in the 
previous year. Besides departmental building works, a further 
sum of Rs. 2,46,973 was spent on contribution works, the chief 
item among these being the new Palace for Her Highness the 
Karthika Thirunal at Peermade. Among the new buildings 
completed during the year, mention may be made of the new 
residential quarters for the Devicolam Commissioner, the re¬ 
sidential quarters for the Excise department at Thamaracolam, 
the new Munsiff’s Court building at Adoor, the Agricultural 
School at Konni, and the quarters for the Revenue staff at 
Peermade. Among the works that were in progress and were 
nearing completion towards the close of the year, were the 
Vernacular Middle School for Girls at Adoor, the dispensary 
building at Warkala, the 2nd class T. B. at Vaikam and the 
quarters for the Excise Inspector and staff at Mundakayam, 

5. The Government have long recognised the importance of 
good communications and the need for their steady development. 

The phenomenal development of motor 
Communications, traffic in the State during recent years has 
led to the elaboration of a programme for 
widening the old highways to suit modem requirements, and the 
allotment of increased maintenance grants. The progress 
achieved in the direction of improving communications' could be 
judged from the annually increasing expenditure on them and the 
annual increase of the road mileage in the State. In 1101, the 
total outlay on communications was Rs. 15'74 lakhs, of which 
Rs. 7 V 80 lakhs were spent on works and Rs. 7'94 lakhs on 
repairs or maintenance and it formed 62 per cent, of the total 
expenditure on public works. In 1104, the total outlay was 
Rs. 25'80 lakhs, of which Rs. 16*25 lakhs were spent on works 
and Rs. 9 - 55 lakhs on repairs and maintenance, the percentage 
rising to 72. During 1105 also, the bulk of expenditure incur¬ 
red by the department was under communications as in previous 
years. The total expenditure on communications amounted to 
Rs. 26,78,901 which is the highest on record. Iti exceeds by 
Rs. 98,496 the expenditure during 1104 and represents nearly 
72 per cent, of the gross outlay on works and repairs under all 
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service heads. Out of this amount, Rs. 16,80,652 were spent 
in opening new roads, including improvements and special 
repairs .to existing ones and Rs. 9,95,249 on maintenance of 
roads, traces and canals in the State. Of the total expendi¬ 
ture, 32 per cent, was incurred in the Alwaye Division, 23 per 
cent, in the Kottayam Division, 22 per cent, in the Quilon 
Division, 13 percent, in the Trivandrum Division and 10 per¬ 
cent. in the Nagercoil Division, the corresponding percentages for 
1104 being 34, 24, 20, 13 and 9 respectively. The outlay on 
the new road from Neriamangaiam to Pallivasal was the largest 
individual item of expenditure under this head. A revised esti¬ 
mate for Rs. 11,67,620 was sanctioned for this work and an 
expenditure of Rs. 9,49,51 7 was incurred up to the end of the 
year I 105. The road is nearing completion and it is expected 
that it can shortly be opened for traffic. A large programme 
of metalling and repairing of roads was carried out in connection 
with the visit of His Excellency The Viceroy in December 
1929, and among the roads thus improved were the Western 
Frontier road, the Main Central road and the Kottayam-Kumili 
road- The total length of roads newly opened was 69 miles 
and of roads improved 412 miles. The year witnessed the 
completion of several important roads, bridges and culverts. 
The following statement furnishes particulars of the length of 
communications of various kinds maintained during the years 

1101, 1102, 1103, 1104 and 1105:— _ 


Length in miles during 


Communications. i 

j II0I 1102 1103 : 1104 \ 1105 


Main roads 
Village roads 
Traces 
Canals 


2,874 3,055: 3,085: 3,211 3,242 

1,204 1,141! 1,165! 919: 9,125 

486: 494j 502: 502 505 

205! 216 : 221 220 220 


4,769! 4,906 4,973 4,852 4,892 


Total 
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The total length of the land and water communications 
maintained by the Public Works Department during the year 
was 4,892 miles or 0'64 of a mile lor every square mile in the 
State, or one mile if the inhabited area is alone taken into 
account. This does not include the backwaters and the navig¬ 
able rivers. The average cost for maintenance was Rs. 249 
per mile of main roads, Rs. 34 for village roads, Rs. 31 for 
traces and Rs. 258 for canals. 

6. The scheme regarding the constitution of Road Boards 
to advise Government and the Public Works Department in the 
matter of opening, improvement and main- 

Road Boards, tenance of roads, bridges and water-ways 
in the State, which was under considera¬ 
tion, was finally sanctioned during the year and the rules 
regarding their formation and working were also issued- Ac¬ 
cordingly a Central Board with headquarters at Trivandrum and 
six District Boards, one for each of the P. W. Divisions, were 
formed. The Central Board is composed of the heads of the 
P. W., Land Revenue, Forest and Agricultural Depart¬ 
ments, the three Dewan Peishkars and the Commissioner, 
Devicolam, and the Executive Engineers in charge of the 
Nagercoil, Trivandrum, Kottayam, Quilon and Alwaye 
Divisions, besides 12 non-officials, four elected from among the 
members of the Legislative Council, one to represent each of 
the four Revenue Divisions, six members of the S. M. P. 
Assembly elected one by each of the six District Boards, 
and two members nominated by Government. The Chief 
Engineer is the President and Convener of the Central Board. 
The District Boards are formed of the members of the S. 
M. P. Assembly, representing the taluks in each of the P. W. 
Divisions and the Tahsildars of the taluks comprised in them, 
with the Dewan Peishkar as the President and the P. W. 
Division Officer as Convener, except in the case of the Devi¬ 
colam District Board, of which the Commissioner, Devicolam, is 
the President, and the Sub-Division Officer, Peermade, is the 
Convener and the representatives of the Mundakayam Planters’ 
Association and the Kanan Devan Planters’ Association in the 
Assembly are additional members. The functions of the 
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Boards are purely advisory, they being chiefly constituted with a 
view to remedy the want o( a proper organisation to advise the 
Government and the P. W. Department in regard to the selec¬ 
tion of works in the order of importance and urgency. The 
Chief Engineer, the President of the Central Board, will furnish 
Government, after considering the recommendations of the 
District Boards, a consolidated statement of the works to be 
taken up in each Division during the succeeding year. The 
Boards are expected to enable a full discussion of the compara¬ 
tive claims of different localities, to help the Government to 
make a more equitable distribution of the available funds, to 
relieve them of much unnecessary correspondence and to make 
it possible for the P. \V. Department to proceed with a system¬ 
atic programme of expansion of communications. During the 
year, the Central and the District Boards held one meeting each 
towards its close and the advice of the Boards regarding 
the selection of new works of communication to be taken 
up during 1 106 was obtained and utilised in the preparation of 
the preliminary budget estimate of the department for 1106. 

7. Government alone till recently were responsible for 
making and maintaining all the roads in the State. Within the 
past few years, however, a few of the 

Ryots' Roads. Municipal Councils have taken over the 
maintenance of non-arterial roads within 
their jurisdiction, on payment by Government of grants on a 
sliding scale by which, after a period of five years, the grants 
will cease altogether. Private enterprise too has voluntarily 
come forward to help the Government in the matter of opening 
new lines of communication. There is a system of “ryots’ roads” 
under which the roads are opened by the people themselves, 
the department merely advising alignments and constructing the 
necessary bridges and culverts. The roads, if satisfactory, are 
subsequently taken over and maintained by the Government who 
assume the lands covered by the roads on payment of nominal 
compensation and record them as poramboke■ Government 
allot funds from the general revenues of the State for financing 
the construction and maintenance of roads. In view of the 
control of roads having long vested in Government, the existing 
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road system of the State is well co-ordinated within the State 
itself and is so connected with the systems of the adjacent 
Madras Presidency and the Cochin State as to carry traffic 
without break in continuity. There are main arterial roads 
throughout the length and breadth of the State to which are 
linked a net-work of subsidiary and feeder roads. The road 
system also connects up with internal water-ways and ports. 
It has further been constructed so as to open up and serve im¬ 
portant planting areas and industrial centres. 

8. The bridge across the Neendakara bar, which was 
under construction by Messrs Braithwaite and Co., was com¬ 
pleted during the year. The total expendi- 

Bridges . ture on the work up to the end of 1105 

was Rs. 5,17,180. Among other import¬ 
ant bridges that were completed during the year, mention may 
be made of the reconstruction of the Attara bridge on the 2nd 
mile of the Valianapuzha-Vechur road, at a cost of Rs. 16,066, 
the construction of a bridge over the canal from Parur to 
Vadakkekara, at a cost of Rs. 41,929, the construction of a 
bridge across the Kothamangalam stream at Kothamangalam on 
the Vazhakulam road, at a cost of Rs. I 9,151, the construction 
of a bridge over Krishnapuram lodu on the Quilon-Alleppey road, 
at a cost of Rs. 24,335, and one of the three bridges proposed 
to be constructed over the Commercial Canal at Alleppey. 
Among the important works in progress during the year, the 
construction of a bridge across the Manimala river at Vallam- 
colam on the Tiruvalla-Kozhencherry road, the bridge 
over the Manipuzha stream on the Tiruvalla-Mavelikara road, the 
bridge over the Danapadical Canal in the Kartikapally taluk 
and the reconstruction of the washed-off bridge over Panni 
Voikal on the 8th mile, Colachel-Rajakamangalam road, deserve 
special mention. 

9. The Trivandrum Water Works Scheme, which is so 
designed as to be capable of serving a population of 1,35,000, 

the prospective population of Trivandrum 

Trioandrum town in 1961, and an area of I 1 '22 square 

WaterWorks. miles, is estimated to cost Rs. 52'59 lakhs. 

The portion of the work that has been taken 
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for immediate execution covers only an area of 8 square miles 
and is expected to cost Rs. 46'60 lakhs. A total expenditure 
of Rs. 1 I’ll lakhs has been incurred on the Project up to the 
end of 1 105. Acquisition of the lands required for the Project 
work was practically completed during the year, the amount of 
land compensation adjusted up to end of 1105 being Rs. 376 
lakhs. The works in connection with the scheme made satis¬ 
factory progress and an expenditure of Rs. 8,74,7251 was 
incurred during 1105. Of the preliminary works completed 
during the year, the construction of temporary quarters for the 
staff to be stationed at Aruvikara, the construction of a metalled 
road from Amavakkamparai quarry at Aruvikara for the trans¬ 
port of materials for the dam and the settling tank, the opening 
of a deviation road 1,650 feet in length to the Kachani-Aruvi¬ 
kara road and the construction of a bridge across the Karamanai 
river at the head of the Aruvikara Waterfalls deserve mention. 
The blasting out for the foundation trench for the dam was com¬ 
pleted. The 33 inch and 30 inch cast iron pipes for the-main 
conduit line from Aruvikara to Trivandrum were supplied 
completely and the trenching and pipe-laying works were in 
progress. The sites selected for the filter house and coagula¬ 
tion tanks at Vellayambalam were levelled and the foundation 
excavated. The construction works connected with it along 
with the erection of the mechanical equipment were also in pro¬ 
gress during the year- The site proposed for the low level 
reservoir and pump house was got ready. The main drain for 
the drainage of the filter house, the low level service reser¬ 
voir and the coagulation tanks was also constructed during the 
year. The site for the location of the high level service reser¬ 
voir on the Observatory Hill was being got ready by the 
construction of partitions to the southern portion of the Obser¬ 
vatory bungalow and of a new building, the Observatory Annexe, 
in order to dismantle the existing building. The installation of 
a telephone line between Aruvikara and the Water Works 
Office at Trivandrum was completed and the line put into 
service from the 22nd Kumbhom 1105. 



|60 PUBLIC' WORKS DEPARTMENT. [CITAV. 

10. The original sanctioned scheme for the Trivandrum 
Electric Supply was worked out completely during the year, the 
total outlay incurred on the scheme up to 
Trivandrum end of 1105 being Rs. 5,28,971. Of this, 

Electric Supply. the expenditure incurred during the year 

was Rs. 1,16,759. The scheme,which is 
run on commercial lines, has so far proved a financial success, 
though it has to be conceded that Government have been the 
biggest consumer of energy. The total receipts on account of 
sale of energy during 1105 amounted to Rs. 1,07,272. The 
working expenses, inclusive of the cost of establishment, 
amounted to Rs. 82,653- Thus the transactions resulted in 
a net return of Rs. 24,619. In view of the increasing peak load 
and also in view of the fact that no stand-by was available to 
meet an emergency, a fourth generating set of 220 H. P. 
Engine and 133 K. W. Generator was purchased and installed 
during the year. Additional six miles of distribution mains and 
street lighting were sanctioned during the year, of which four 
and a half miles were completed. A continuous 24 hours’ 
supply was commenced from the 3rd Chingom 1105, with a 
generation of 555 units. Since then the generation has been 
increasing steadily until it reached a maximum of 1,364 units in 
. Mithunam 1105. The average daily generation for each 
month also increased from 632 in Chingom to 1,166 in 
Karkadagam, and the peak load from 108 K. W. to 1 77 K. W. 
The total number of connected consumers, including Govern¬ 
ment institutions, which was 253 at the commencement of the 
year, increased to 6i 8 by the close of 1105. Of these, 496 
were private consumers and 122 Government institutions. 
The number of street lights maintained also increased from 896 
to 1,181 during the year. All the sub-stations functioned satis¬ 
factorily and there was no case of any serious interrup¬ 
tion in the supply of energy during the year. 

11. The Central Exchange building, the construction of 
which had been taken up during the previous year, was completed 
and occupied in Kumbhom 1105. Most 
Telephone of the materials required in connection with 

Exchange. the Exchange proper and the overhead 

lines were received towards the middle of 
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the year and the installation of the exchange lines was then 
taken up. The work made steady progress towards the close 
of the year and about 8 miles of overhead lines were laid and 
27 subscriber stations were connected up. A total expenditure 
of Rs. 56,910 was incurred on the scheme up to end of 1105, 
of which the outlay during the year amounted to Rs. 53,257. 

12. The restoration and efficient maintenance of protective 
irrigation works continued to engage the attention of the depart¬ 
ment. The total outlay on account of 

Protective these works during 1105 amounted to 

Irrigation. Rs. 93,468, against Rs. 84,541 in 1104. 

Though it was not possible to proceed 
with the work as expeditiously as anticipated, owing to the 
heavy rains during the working season, there was a rise in the 
outlay on the works in all the P. W. Divisions, except the 
Trivandrum Division, during the year under report. The 
investigation and preparation of estimates for the restoration of 
62 tanks in the Trivandrum Division, 26 in the Trivandrum 
taluk, 24 in the Neyyattinkara taluk and 12 in the Nedumangad 
taluk, were completed, during the year. Restoration of 18 
tanks in these taluks was also completed in 1105. In the Nager- 
coil Division, 7 tanks in the old Vilavankod taluk, 3 in the old 
Eraniel taluk and 5 in the Kalkulam taluk were taken up for 
restoration and the works in progress in these taluks during the 
previous year were completed. 

13. in response to the representations made both in the 
Sri Mulam Popular Assembly and in the Legislative Council 

regarding the need for greater attention 
Minor Irrigation being paid to the question of the restoration, 
Committee. maintenance and development of minor irri¬ 

gation works in the State, a committee with a 
chairman and five officials and five non-officials as members, was 
appointed during the year in order (1) to investigate the extent 
of the minor irrigation facilities available in the different parts 
of the State and to submit proposals for their conservation, im¬ 
provement and proper maintenance; (2) to consider whether a 
a separate agency should be appointed for the execution, 
maintenance and control of irrigation works, and, if so, what 
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that agency should be ; and (3) to submit proposals to amend 
the existing Irrigation Regulation, III of 1072, and the Rules 
thereunder in order to facilitate the progress of irrigation works. 
The committee was proceeding with its work when the year ended. 

14. The Kodayar Irrigation System is the most important 
irrigation work in the State. The gross total up to the end 

of 1105 under capital account stood at 
Kodayar Irri- Rs. 86*24 lakhs. A capital expenditure 
gation System. of Rs. 1,026 was incurred during the year 
to clear the liabilities of previous years on 
old works. The receipts from the sale of tank beds, etc., which 
are credited to capital account, amounted to Rs. 7,394, the re¬ 
sult being a net credit of Rs. 6,368. The net total under capi¬ 
tal account at the end of the year was Rs. 79*78 lakhs. The 
gross revenue from the system amounted to Rs. 1,85,051 or a 
little over two per cent, on the gross capital outlay. The 

working expenses amounted to Rs. 71,869 and the net revenue 
was therefore Rs. 1,13,182 against Rs. 1,16,869 in 1104, or 
a little over 1 - 5 per cent, on the net outlay. The year opened 
with water standing in the Reservoir about 4' below the sur¬ 
plus level. The North-East monsoon gave a plentiful supply as 
a result of which the reservoir surplussed on 22nd Kanni 1105. 
There were heavy summer showers in Meenam 1 105 also and 
the Reservoir again rose by 8 feet when the main supply channel 
was opened on the 8th Edavom 1105, for the Kanni crop of 
1106. Though the South-West monsoon was rather late and 
feeble, with the result that some difficulty was experienced in 
meeting the initial demand for water, the irrigation season dur¬ 
ing the year was on the whole favourable. A total length of 
322 miles of irrigation channels was maintained within the system 
and the area of assessed lands which had the benefit of water 
from the Kodayar Reservoir during 1105 was 55,045 acres. 

15. The expenditure on establishment of all classes amount¬ 
ed to Rs. 5,18,756 against Rs. 5,08,478 in 1104. The 

cost of establishment for 1105 was thus 
Establishment 12*16 per cent, of the gross outlay of 
Rs. 42*66 lakhs (excluding that on capital 



account not charged to revenue) and 11'10 percent, on the 
gross outlay including Rs. 3,15,369 spent on contribution 
works, against 12'12 per cent, and 11'60 per cent., respect¬ 
ively, in 1104. 

16. The total amount of revenue collected from all sources 
was Rs. 5,98,761 against Rs. 5,80,293 in 1104. The revenue 
realised was the highest on record and it was 
Receipts. in excess by Rs. 18,468 over that of 1104. 

The increase, was chiefly under tolls, sale 
of avenues, rent on buildings and sale of fish produce, tolls con¬ 
tributing most. There was a slight fall under navigation re¬ 
ceipts, evidently owing to the fall in the boat traffic consequent 
on the rapid development of motor traffic on the roads ail over 
the State. The collections under tolls on roads and bridges 
amounted to Rs. 4,54,296 against Rs. 4,24,267 in 1104, the 
number of toll gates remaining the same as in the previous year, 
oiz., 14. 


Maramat Department. 

Maramat Engineer. Mr. M. S. Doraswami Aiyangar, 

B. A.,B. £., M. E.,A.M. I. E. 

C Ini •). 

17. The scope of the Maramat Department is restricted to 
works connected with Deoaswoms (religious institutions), Oot- 

tupuras (feeding houses), satrams (rest- 

General- houses), other charitable institutions and 

palaces. The department also exercises tech¬ 
nical supervision over the Palace Panioakai (works) Department. 

18. The total grant on account of Government Maramat 
works was Rs. 1,29,100. But the outlay during the year on 

such works amounted to Rs. 1,48,970. 

Maramat works The increase was due to debiting to the 
proper. Maramat budget the charges on account of 

draining and cleaning the Padmathirtham, 
Pathrakulam, Srivaraham and Mithranandapuram tanks in connec¬ 
tion with- the Murajapam. The major portion of the expenditure 
under Maramat Works proper was on buildings like palaces and 
satrams outside Trivandrum. 
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19. The total grant for Devaswom Maramat works was 
Rs. 2,80,000 and the expenditure was Rs. 2,75,771. Out of 

this, the expenditure on Major DeoasWoms 
Devaswom Ma amounted to Rs. 2,54,575 and on Minor 
ramat works■ Devaswoms to Rs. 21,196. Besides the 

above expenditure from the Devaswom 
Fund, works to the value of Rs. 15,228 were carried out from 
the funds of Personal Deposit DeoasWoms, under the manage¬ 
ment of Government. Various works of renovation, reconstruc¬ 
tion and repairs were can ied out during the year. An import¬ 
ant item of work, which deserves mention, was the erection in 
position of a massive stone oigraham of Hanuman, measuring 
about 20 feet in total height and 5 feet 6 inches in its maximum 
width and weighing 9 tons approximately, in the north ambalam 
of the Suchindram temple. 

20. The expenditure on account of the Maramat establish¬ 
ment amounted to Rs. 56,015 and that on works, including those 

paid for from the Sripadam funds, amounted 
Cost of Eslab- to Rs. 5,03,166, the percentage of estab¬ 
lishment. lishment charges being thus 11 2. 

21. In addition to the budgetted works, the department had 
to attend to the Murajapam maramat works and the irrigation 

works at Kakur, which were started 
Miscellaneous. towards the close of 1104 and completed 
during 1105. Immediately after the kal- 
naliu ceremony connected with the Murajapam, the putting up 
of sheds inside and outside the Mathilagom was taken up and 
completed, as also repairs to the Sirkar and private buildings 
intended for the accommodation of the guests. The department 
also attended to the lighting of the sheds and the residential 
buildings during the ceremony. All the works that were con¬ 
sidered necessary in connection with the Kakur Irrigation Works 
were carried out completely by the department in consultation with 
the Devaswom Commissioner. Another important item of extra 
work entrusted to the department during the year was the special 
repairs to the Pattom Palace to make it fit for the stay of His 
Highness the Maha Raja on His Highness’s return from Banga¬ 
lore. The work was put in hand only towards the close of the 
year and was in progress at the end of 1105, 













22. The total outlay on public works, including Railways 


and capital works, during 

1105, was 

Expenditure on detailed below 


Public Works- 



Rs. 

Buildings, communications, etc. 

40,28,024 

Protective irrigation 

1,46,861 

Maramat Department 

2,05,035 

Devaswom Maramat 

2,74,759 

Rail ways—Quilon-Trivandrum 


line 

357 

Do. construction 

3,61,092 

Do. surveys ■ . 

8,550 

Trivandrum Water Works 

8,74,725 

Trivandrum Electric Supply 


Scheme 

1,70,016 

Bridge across the Neendakara Bar... 

1,45,694 

Total 

62,15,113 


This does not include the expenditure incurred by the 
Municipal Councils out of their funds for certain public works 
in towns. 


Railways. 

Railway Engineer and Advisor to 

Government on Railways. Mr. G. Marini. 

23. The construction work in connection with the Chackai- 
Thampanur Railway extension was in progress during the year. 

All the bridges on the line were nearing 

Railway Ex- completion. The construction of the Cen- 
iension. tral Station building made rapid progress 

during the year, nearly 7 5 per cent, of the 
work having been completed by the close of the year. Perman¬ 
ent way was laid for about two miles. The total expenditure 
to the end of 1105 on this work was Rs. 12,37,122 against the 
sanctioned'estimate of Rs. 19,15,000. 
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24. A special staff was sanctioned for the preparation of the 

project estimates and plans of all the railway 
Railway lines surveyed and the work was in progress 

5 uroeys . during the year. 

25. The working of the existing railway from Shencotta to 
Trivandrum during the year ended 31st March 1930, resulted 

in a net loss of Rs. 10,796 against a net 
Receipts and profit of Rs. 54,485 in the previous year. 

Expenditure. The entire line is worked by the South 

Indian Railway Company, Ltd. The 
portion from Shencotta to Quilon was financed by a loan raised 
by the Secretary of State for India, the guaranteed interest being 
recovered from the Travancore Government. The extension 
from Quilon to Trivandrum was constructed partly from a loan 
raised by the Travancore Government and partly from the 
surplus revenues. The total length of the open railway line 
was 110^ miles. The total of capital expenditure not 
charged to revenue during the year on account of railawys was 

Rs. 4,00,499. 



CHAPTER X. 


COMMERCE. 

Trade. 

The subjoined statement compares the total value of external 
trade during the years 1104 and 1105 :— 

Total Value of 
T rade. 


Exports 

Imports 


Total value of trade 


|V,1«« in croro-i 


1104 1 1105 1104 I 1105 


- , ■ - ( - “ 

iBh. Rs.|Bh. Rs. 1 

..| 11-80 11-29 56 j 55 

..! 9-331 9 -36; 44 j 45 

_J_ J..I_ 


21-13 ! 20-65! 


There was a slight fall in the total value of exports and 
imports. As in previous years, exports predominated over 
imports during the year under report also. 

2. Of the external trade, 31 "16 per cent, was carried 
by sea, 3973 per cent, by backwater, 18-97 per cent, by road 
and 10" 14 per cent, by railway, the corres- 
■ Carriage of ponding figures for 1104 being 32'30, 
Trade • 39'52, 18'77 and 9'41, respectively. 
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3. A comparison of the export and import statistics of 1104 
and 11 05 in respect of the more important commodities shows 
that there was a fall in the quantity and 
Exports and value of copra, coffee, hides, fish, tamarind, 
Imports■ jaggery and tea exported. Though the 

quantities of rubber, coir and pepper exported 
were greater, the value realised from these was considerably less 
than in the previous year. The export trade in cardamoms, 
cocoanut oil, punnac, ginger, timber and coir mats was better. 
Under imports, piece-goods, cotton goods, provisions, machinery, 
gingelley oil, sundries and liquors showed an increase in value, 
while thread, rice, paddy, hardware, salt and glassware 
exhibited a decline. The per capita value of imports was 
Bh. Rs. 23'37, of exports Bh. Rs. 28" 19 and of the total trade 
Bh. Rs. 51'56, against Bh. Rs. 23'29, Bh. Rs. 29 - 46 and 
Bh. Rs. 5275, respectively in 1 104. The total volume of 
trade in 1105 was less than that of 1104 by Bh. Rs. 47,83,829. 
The figures relating to the per capita value of exports and 
imports show a balance of trade in favour of the State to the 
extent of only Bh. Rs. 4'82 per head of population against 
Bh. Rs. 6'I 7 in the previous year. The trade in the produce 
of the cocoanut tree, the duty on which alone formed 51 '36 per 
cent, of the collection from dutiable exports, amounted to 

Bh. Rs. 2,88,54,053 against Bh. Rs. 2,78,61,053 in I 104, the 
increase being Bh. Rs. 9,93,000. The total value of rice and 
paddy imported during the year was Bh. Rs. 3,18,01,568 
against Bh. Rs. 4,0 5,7 2,692, the decrease being 
Bh. Rs. 87,71,1 24. This decrease in the import of rice and 
paddy shows that the agricultural operations of the country 
during the year have been fairly good and that less money has 
gone out of the country in the purchase of food grains. The 
export of tea during the year fell by 1,869,375 pounds, the total 
value of the exports being Bh. Rs. 2,72,60,724. The quantity 
of rubber exported during the year increased by 8,94,019 pounds, 
but the total value realised fell from Bh. Rs. 58,34,344 in 
]104 to Bh. Rs. 51,21,879 in 1105, 
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4. Of the entire external trade, 89'10 per cent, was with 
British India, 4 - 63 per cent, directly with the United Kingdom, 

2*89 per cent, with America, 1*32 per 

Direction of cent, with Ceylon, 0*07 per cent, with 
Trade. Pondicherry and Marseilles and I - 99 per 

cent, with other countries. 

Ports. 

Principal Port Officer. Captain G. Leoerelt, 

retired on 29th March 1930. 
Lieutenant Commander W.}. 

Swan R. N. R. (Retd.) 

5. The Marine Department attends mainly to the working 

of the following statutory enactments, viz :— 

General. 

(i) The Ports Regulation, I of 1094 ; 

(ii) the Native Passenger Ships Regulation, I of 1050; 

(iii) the Registration of Ships Regulation, II of 1095; and 

(iv) the Public Canals and Ferries Regulation, VI of 1096, 
so far as testing the fitness of steam and motor vessels plying 
in inland waterways is concerned. 

The Department also controls shipping operations within 
port limits, attends to the maintenance of light-houses at the ports 
and at Aryad and Pallam on the backwaters and advises 
Government in marine matters generally. 

6. The weather was on the whole favourable for shipping 
operations throughout the year. Storm warnings were received 

on 12 different occasions covering a period 

Weather. of 79 days in all. There was no disturbed 
weather to interrupt shipping operations and 
there were no casualties to shipping during the year. 

7. Shipping operations continued very active throughout 
the year. The Alleppey mud-bank continued in position off the 

port during the year, giving perfectly smooth 
5 hipping Opera- water for shipping operations. During the 
tions. monsoon months of June and July, 51 

steamers called at the port against 43 in the 
previous year. The subjoined statement compares the number 
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and tonnage of the vessels that called at the four ports during the 
past three years ; -- 



The steady increase in sea-borne trade, foreign as well as 
coasting, at the port of Alleppey continued during the year. Of 
the 450 steamers that called at the port, 110 were bound for 
foreign ports and the remaining 340 were engaged in coastal 
trade, the corresponding figures for 1104 being 420, 102 and 
318, respectively. The increase in the number of native craft 
that called at the port was due to the larger imports of salt from 
Manakudy. The decrease in the number of steamers and 
country craft at the Quilon port was due to the shortage in the 
import of grain and salt. At Trivandrum, the number of steamers 
that called decreased by 18 and this is attributed to the fall in 
the import of rice and paddy during the year. A decrease is 
also noticed in the number of steamers and native craft that 
called at Colachel port. 

8. The ports of Travancore are favourably situated in regard 
to all trade routes between Australia and the Far East on the one 
hand and Europe and America on the 
Situation of Ports, other. There are deep water anchorages 
fairly close in shore at all the four Travancore 
ports, especially at (Trivandrum and Colachel and consequently 
po piloting to moorings is necessary. 



9. The steam cranes erected on the Alleppey pier continued 
to work satisfactorily in the handling of heavy cargo such as iron 

bars, angles, girders, machinery, cement 
Alleppey Port, barrels and motor cars, a large quantity of 
which had to be landed during the year. 
A large section of the tram lines was renewed during the year. 
There were 80 trollies available during the year in good work¬ 
ing order. 

10. The subjoined statement gives the receipts and expen¬ 

diture during the year as compared with the 
Receipts and figures for 1104: — 

Expenditure. 


Particulars. [ 1104 | 1105 



1 Rs. 1 

Rs. 

Receipts 

72,361 

70,601 

Expenditure 

30,382 

29,638 


The receipts fell by Rs, 1,760 and the expenditure by 
Rs. 744, The net receipts fell from Rs. 41,979 to Rs. 40,963. 



CHAPTER XI. 


MEDICAL RELIEF, SANITATION AND 
PUBLIC HEALTH. 


Medical Department. 

Members of the Administrative Board, 

Medical Services. 

Inspecting Medical Officer. Dr. K. Raman Tampi, B. A. 

(Madras), M. D., D. T. M. H. 
(Edin.) , L. M. (Dublin), 


Senior Surgeon, IVomen’s Mrs. M. Poonen Lukose, B. A. 

Medical Service. (Madras), M. B., B. S. 

(London), L. M. (Rotunda). 
Non-official Member. Dr. W. A. Noble, M. D. 

The European system of medical aid was first introduced 
in the State during the reign of Her Highness Gouri Lekshmi 
Bhayi in 986 m. k. (1811 a. i>.). This 
State Medical method of treatment was at first con¬ 
oid —Early fined to the members of the Ruling Family 

History. and the officers of the Government. It was 

subsequently extended to the prisoners and 
then to the general public. The first hospital was opened about 
six years later and the appointment of a Darbar Physician also 
dates! back to this period. The department was gradually 
developed and in 1036 m. k. (1860 a. d.), there were seven 
medical institutions in the State. In 1060 m. k. (1884 a. a .) 
the number of institutions rose to 31. An asylum for the insane 
was first opened in 1054 u. & (1878 A. D.) and a leper 
hospital in 1073 u. is. (1897 a. d.). The award of grants- 
in aid to private medical institutions began in 1062 m. e. 
(1886 a. D.), but a regular system of awarding grants-in-aid to 
encourage private agency was sanctioned only nine years later in 




.MEDICAL DEPAETMENT. 


173 


1071 m. u. A separate Women and Children’s Hospital was 
opened in 1070 m. b. (1894 a. d.). A hospital for chronic 
cases was established in 1072 m. e. (1896 a. d.) and an 

ophthalmic hospital in 1081 m. k. (1905 a. j>.). Sisters of 

the Holy Cross were first entertained as nurses in 1082 jr. e. 
An X-ray branch in the General Hospital was opened in 

1088 m. k. and a new X-ray apparatus of the latest model was 

installed in 1927. Women were first entertained in the depart¬ 
ment in 1044 m. n. as obstetric and sick nurses. The Medical 
Department has now been in existence for over a century ; but 
it is only three decades since persons possessing University 
degrees and diplomas in medical science became available for 
service in the department. 

2. The Medical Department was under the charge and 
control of a Darbar Physician till the end of Vrischikam 1101. 

From that date that office has been held in 

Control- abeyance and the department placed under 

the management of a board called “The 
Administrative Board, Medical Services consisting of three 
members, uiz., (i) the Inspecting Medical Officer, (ii) the 
Senior Surgeon, Women’s Medical Service, and (iii) a non- 
official gentleman belonging to the medical profession. The 
office of the Board is managed by a whole-time Secretary who 
does not belong to the profession. The Board held 48 meetings 
during 1105. 

3. Mrs. M. Poonen Lukose, the Senior Surgeon, Women's 
Medical Service, was absent on privilege leave from the 19th 

Meenam 1105 to the 16th Medam 1105. 

Personnel■ No substitute was appointed in her place 

during the period of her leave. 

4. The Inspecting Medical Officer was in camp for 118 
days. He inspected all the hospitals and dispensaries in the 

State, both departmental and grant-in-aid 

Visits and institutions. Important hospitals were visited 
Inspections■ twice, and all the headquarter institutions 

were inspected or visited several times 
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during the year. He also toured through the areas affected 
with cholera during the first few months of the year. The 
Senior Surgeon, Women’s Medical Service, inspected the 
Victoria Hospital, Quilon. She was also on duty at Peermade 
in the camp of Her Highness the Maharani Regent as Palace 
Medical Officer and at Thevalli Palace, Quilon, in connection 
with His Highness the Maharaja’s tour. 

5. The long established policy of the Government has been 
to see that proper medical aid is placed within the reach of all 

classes of people in the State. Accordingly, 
System of free medical aid and a free supply of medi- 
Medical Aid. cines are available to the public in ail 
medical institutions maintained by the 
Government. Besides these institutions, the grant-in-aid medical 
institutions of the State also afforded facilities for medical relief 
to the public. 

6. The number • of Government medical institutions rose 
during the year from 82 to 84. Two dispensaries were opened 

at Ranni and at Palode, and a fever dis- 
Medical Institu- pensary was opened at Vellarada. The 
tions and Officers, evening dispensary at Kuruppampady was 
discontinued from the 15th Kumbhom 
1105. The temporary bi-weekly dispensary at Kodanad was 
continued till the end of 1105. The number of grant-in-aid 
institutions remained the same as in 1104, oiz., 19. The number 
of Surgeons and Deputy Surgeons was 4 and 17 respectively, 
as in the year previous. The total strength of the permanent 
staff and qualified professional staff of the department was 
137, of whom 13 were women. There was in addition a 
temporary establishment of 13 officers. Among the permanent 
officers of the department, there are ! 3 who hold European 
University degrees or diplomas and 41 who hold Indian 
University degrees. Among the 13 women medical officers, 4 
hold European University degrees and 2 Indian University 
degrees. 
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7. The total number of patients treated during the year in all 
the institutions together was 1,753,974, out of whom 1,707,636 

were out-patients and the remaining 46,338 
Medical Relief . in-patients. The corresponding figures for 
the previous year were 1,620,881, 
1,581,004 and 39,877 respectively. The average daily attend¬ 
ance worked out to 13,011 against 11,494 during 1104. The 
daily average of in-patients was 1,573 and of out-patients 11,438- 
The number of out-patients treated in Government institutions 
rose from 1,397,907 in 1104 to 1,521,857, and the in-patients 
from3l,031 to 34,645. The number of patients treated in the 
grant-in-aid institutions was 193,561, out of whom 181,868 
were out-patients and 11,693 were in-patients. The correspond¬ 
ing figures for II04 were 191,943, 183,097 and 8,846, res¬ 
pectively. The Fort Hospital, Trivandrum, had the largest 
daily number of out-patients, viz., 377, The District Hospital, 
Parur, came next and the General Hospital, Trivandrum, third 
with a daily average of 327 and 318, respectively. Besides these, 
there were several hospitals with an out-patient daily average of 
over 200. The total number of :surgical operations fell from 
56,664 in 1104 to 56,034 or by 630. Accommodation was 
provided for 2,541 in-patients in all the hospitals together, 
against 2,463 during the previous year. There was thus an 
increase of 78 beds over the number in 1104. The percentage 
of mortality rose from 372 in 1104 to 4-18 in 1105. The 
average cost per patient for treatment alone was 12 chs. 6 cash, 
against 12 chs. 9 cash in 1104. The average cost to Govern¬ 
ment on account of dieting an in-patient, excluding the inmates 
of the hospital for mental diseases and of that for lepers, was 
Re. 1-17 chs.-13 cash, against Re. 1-19 chs.-13 cash in 1104. 
Including the cost of dieting the above inmates also, the average 
cost per patient worked out to Rs. 2-11 chs.-1.5 cash, against 
Rs. 2-17 chs.-4 cash in 1104. 

8. The treatment and care of expectant mothers and infants 
received careful attention at the hands of the department, as in 

previous years. The mid wives attached to 
Child Welfare, the several institutions, besides their hospi¬ 
tal work, continued to do health visiting 
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work with satisfactory results. The total number of midwives 
rose from 83 in II04 to 85 in 1105. They attended 11,212 
cases of labour against 10,540 cases in 1 104. There was thus 
an increase of 672 cases. The number of cases per midwife 
was 132 against 127 in the year previous. The class of 8 sti¬ 
pendiary and 10 non-stipendiary students for training in mid¬ 
wifery opened in the Victoria Jubilee Hospital, Quilon, on the 
1st Thulam 1104 finished its course of two years since the 
close of 1105. The steady increase in the number of cases 
admitted for delivery and the number of labour cases in the 
maternity wards is a clear indication of the fact that the people 
have begun to realise the evils attending upon the services of the 
indigenous midwives with their ignorance of scientific and 
hygienic methods, 

9. Efficient nursing in the State hospitals was first introduced 
in 1082 ^r. (1906 a. n.) by the employment of 8 European 

Roman Catholic Sisters of the Holy Cross. 

Nursing Staff. Their number was gradually increased and 
at the end of 1105 there were 30 European 
Nursing Sisters. Besides these, Indian nurses trained by the 
department have also been employed. Besides the 30 European 
Nursing Sisters, the nursing staff included 4 Indian Nursing 
Sisters, 38 Indian trained nurses and 22 sick nurses. The em¬ 
ployment of nurses in large hospitals, as a necessary adjunct to 
medical aid, is being felt everywhere. With a view to meet 
the increasing demand for trained nurses, a nursing class with 
six stipendiary and eight non-stipendiary students was opened in 
the Women and Children’s Hospital, Trivandrum, on the 20th 
Edavam 1105. They are given instruction both in practical and 
theoretical nursing, to enable them to have a good working know¬ 
ledge of midwifery and sick nursing, besides being useful in their 
health visiting work. 

10. The four scholarships, two of Bh. Rs. 35 each and 
two of Bh. Rs. 30 each granted to women medical students 
undergoing the M. B. B. S- course in the 
Medical Educa- Madras Medical College and the L. M P. 
tion. course in the Vellore Missionary Medical 

School for Women, were continued during 
the year. The capitation grant of Rs. 500 per annum paid to 
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the Missionary Medical School at Vellore was enhanced to 
Rs. 1,000 per annum during 1105. One lady Assistant Surgeon 
was granted study leave for one year to specialise in midwifery 
and diseases of children in one of the English Universities. 

11. The treatment centres for leprosy opened during 1104 
at Trivandrum, Nagercoil, Karunagapally, Kalavoor, Shertallay 

and Parur continued to do good work. 
Trealment of Cases in the early stages of the disease are 
Special Diseases, resorting to these centres and the results of 
treatment have been satisfactory. The 
patients suffering from tuberculosis are at present treated only as 
out-patients. The question of opening a sanatorium in the State 
is engaging the attention of the Government. After the com¬ 
pletion of the hookworm survey of the State conducted by the 
Public Health Department, it is proposed to give one course of 
treatment for hookworm in all the taluks with the co-operation 
of the Medical Department. The most malarial regions are 
Arumana, Kulasekharam, Perumkadavila and Vellarada in 
south Travancore and Todupuzha in north Travancore. In all 
these places, Government medical institutions have been estab¬ 
lished. The Public Health Department propose undertaking a 
malarial survey of the State. During the early part of the year, a 
few cases of cholera broke out in Kaipattur, at the Cape and in 
the neighbourhood of Nagercoil. But as preventive and curative 
measures were promptly taken in those places, the disease 
subsided very soon and did not assume epidemic proportions. 
The plague stations opened in the High Range at Kumily, 
Pathinettampadimettu, Chellarcoilmettu, Cumbummettu, jThevara- 
mettu and Kuthirapanchanmettu were continued during 1105. 

-^ Special Institutions. 

12. There was a rise in the number of in-patients treated in 
the General Hospital, from 5,1 20 in 1104 to 5,545 or by 425 

in 1105. The number of out-patients 
The General decreased from 41,768 to 41,609 or by 
Hospital, Trioan- 159. The number of surgical operations, 
drum. both major and minor, showed an increase 

being 4,847 in 1105 against 3,362 in the 
previous year. Thus there was an increase of 1,485 surgical 
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operations performed during the ; year. The general mortality 
among in-patients, excluding deaths from operations, was 146 
against 1 40 in 1104. Of these, 49 cases were admitted mori¬ 
bund. Mortality among operated cases was 13 and their per¬ 
centage was 0'28, the corresponding figures for I 104 being 10 
and 0'19 per cent, respectively. The X-ray and Eiectro-thera- 
peutic Section, opened in 1103, attracted a large number of 
patients and has been doing good and useful work. The total 
number of patients attended to during I 105 was 1,244. The 
Dental Section, re-opened in 1104, worked satisfactorily during 
the year under the charge of a Sub-Assistant Surgeon. A new 
building containing post-mortem and dissection rooms was 
completed during the year. 

13. There was a rise in the number of in-patients and out¬ 
patients treated in the Women and Children’s Hospital from 

4,444 and 29,194 respectively in 1104 to 
Women and 5,542 and 39,047 in 1105, i. e., by 1,098 
Children's Hospi- and 9,853, respectively. There were 1,552 
lal, Trioandrum. obstetric cases distributed among 1,326 in¬ 
patients and 226 out-patients. Surgical 
operations, both major and minor together, numbered 1,234, 
against 1,769 during 1104. Excluding deaths from opera¬ 
tions, there were 69 deaths among in-patients against 67 during 
the previous year. Excluding the 4 moribund cases, the actual 
percentage of death among in-patients was l'I7 against I'4 in 
the year previous. Three gynaecological cases and fourteen 
obstetric cases proved fatal, the corresponding figures for 1104 
being 2 and 20, respectively. The number of beds available 
for in-patients during the year was 97 and the average daily 
attendance 135 3. The average ..daily number of obstetric 
cases was 4‘25. 

14. The total number of in-patients and out-patients treated 
during the year showed an increase of 367 and 9,677 respect¬ 
ively, being 3,074 and 54,208, respectively, 

Victoria Hospi- against 2,707 and 44,531 in 1104, The 
tal, Q uilon. average daily attendance of out-patients 

was 294, and of in-patients 93, against 236 
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and 79, respectively in 1104. The obstetric cases increased 
from 1,128 in 1104 to 1,207 in 1105, distributed among 1,108 
in-patients and 99 out-patients. Surgical operations, both major 
and minor together, numbered 1,552, against 1,210 in 1104. 
The general mortality among in-patients, excluding deaths from 
operations, was 23. Of these, four cases were admitted mori¬ 
bund. Five gynaecological cases and nineteen obstetric cases 
proved fatal. 

15. Compared with the figures for 1 104, the number of 
in-patients showed an increase of 53, out-patients 2,078 and 

operations 73, their numbers in 1105 being 
Ophthalmic Hos- 1,201, 9,974 and 1,059, respectively. 
pital, Trioandrum. Sight-testing was carried out systematically 
and it was found that a very large number 
of errors of refraction existed among the student population. 

16. The year began with 237 inmates. 204 lepers were 
admitted during the year and 191 sought re-admission. There 

were 380 discharges and 36 deaths. As 
Hospital for a result of the treatment, 5 recovered and 
Lepers. 155 improved, while 71 did not improve 

and 149 were otherwise discharged. The 
latest methods of treatment, made available by recent researches, 
have been adopted and were carried on with gratifying results; 
and the new methods have proved to be far superior to the injection 
treatment till now followed. Steps were also taken to class 
together patients according to the stage and progress of the 
disease. The institution has latterly developed from a mere 
asylum into a hospital where every patient can get medical treat¬ 
ment for stamping out this dreadful disease. 

17. The year began with 135 inmates. There were 41 
admissions, 12 deaths and 23 discharges. Thus at the end of 

the year, there were 141 patients. The 
Hospital for inmates engaged themselves in industries 
Mental Diseases, such as weaving towels and jamakals in 

Trioandrum. addition to their work in the garden. For 

purposes of recreation, they were permitted 
to play foot-ball within the hospital premises under the supervi¬ 
sion pf the warders. 
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18. The institution continued to do good work in the 
direction of clinical bacteriology, pathology, public health, ana¬ 
lysis of water and preparation of vaccines. 

The Bacterio- Anti-rabic treatment was also carried on, 
logical Laboratory, the total number of cases treated being 332, 
against 256 in 1104 and 231 in 1103. 
The Erythocyte Sedimentation Test was performed in a number 
of cases of suspected leprosy. The T. A. B. Vaccine prepared 
in the laboratory was found useful even for therapeutic purpos¬ 
es, besides the prophylactic use of it, and the auto-vaccine 
was found to have given satisfaction in typhoid with complica¬ 
tions and in relapse. The training and the supervision of the 
hookworm investigation staff of the Public Health Department 
was continued during the year. 

19. During the year, a Medical Conference, consisting of 
the members of the Administrative Board, Medical Services, the 

Surgeons and two Deputy Surgeons of the 
Miscellaneous. department was held and several matters per¬ 
taining to the Medical Department, such as 
the reorganisation of the department, the revision of the Medical 
Code, and the regrouping of the hospitals were discussed. A de¬ 
partmental promotion examination of Assistant and Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons was held in the General Hospital, Trivandrum, on the 
4th, 5th and 6th November 1929. Two Assistant Surgeons and 
nine Sub-Assistant Surgeons appeared for the examination and all 
of them came out successful. Medical inspection of school children 
was conducted by the medical officers of the department as usual 
during 1105 also. Medical aid was rendered at Edapalayam 
Shooting Camp to Their Excellencies Lord and Lady Irwin 
and to Their Graces the Duke and Duchess of Sutherland 
and their parties. In connection with the Viceregal visit, a 
special dispensary was opened at Edapalayam with a ward of 
(our beds, 
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20. The subjoined statement shows the receipts and 
expenditure of the Medical Department 
Receipts and during 1104 and 1105 : 

Expenditure. 


Particulars. 

1104. 

1105. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Receipts 


10,128 

14,730 


Salaries 

2,46,597 

2,66,172 


Establishment 

1,49,491 

1,52,285 


Allowances 

19,293 

19,116 

Expenditure 

Supplies, services 
and contingen¬ 
cies ... j 

3,81,519 

4,24,422 

1 

Grants, etc. 

77,485 

20,535 


Total ... 

8,74,385 . 

8,82,530 


The receipts of 1105 show an increase of Rs. 4,601 over 
those of 1104, which was mainly due to the increase in the 
number of patients treated in the pay wards and also due to the 
fees received from the X-ray Branch and the Bacteriological 
Laboratory. The increase of Rs. 8,145 in the expenditure of 
the department is mainly due to the opening of two new dispen¬ 
saries at Ranni and Pallode, and to the increase in the number 
of in-patients treated in the various institutions in the State. 
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Department of Ayurveda. 

Inspector in charge. Mr. N. NilakantaPillai. 

21. Ayurveda (science of life) is an indigenous system of 
treatment which dates from remote antiquity. The system com¬ 
prises medicine and surgery. But it is only 
General. very rarely that the practitioners of this 

system of medicine conduct surgical opera¬ 
tions. Every village had its vaidyan (practitioner) long before 
the allopathic or any other system of medicine came into vogue. 
The innate conservatism of the masses, the cheapness of the 
medicines and the proved efficacy of ayurvedic treatment in the 
case of several diseases have served to retain the hold which the 
system had, in spite of competition from others. An Ayurveda 
Patasala (school) was first established in 1065 m. e. (1889-90 
A. d.) and a system of grant-in-aid to qualified oaidyans (pract¬ 
itioners of the system)"was also sanctioned. The Ayurveda 
Department, as it now exists, was constituted about twelve years 
ago. The curricula of studies in Ayurveda schools were then 
revised on an up-to-date scientific basis to suit modern require¬ 
ments and an Ayurveda Hospital and Dispensary was also 
established at Trivandrum. The Ayurveda Patasala was raised 
'to a College three years later. The successful candidates 
passing out of the College and the aided Ayurveda High Schools 
are most of them setting up private practice in various places as 
recognised vaidyans, helping a great deal in bringing medical 
aid within easy reach of the inhabitants of the State, especially 
in the rural areas. 

22. Dr. K. Sankara Menon, M. A., L. T„ Ph. D. (Madras), 
the Director of Ayurveda, who was on leave preparatory to 
retirement from 30th Kanni 1104, retired 
Personnel. from service with effect from the 30th 
Kumbhom 1105. Mr. N. Nilakanta Pillai, 
Inspector of Vaidyasalas, continued to hold charge of the 
department throughout the year. 
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23. The Ayurveda Hospital and Dispensary at Trivandrum, 
continued to function efficiently during the year and was found 
to be growing more and more useful to the 

Ayurveda Hos- public as evidenced by the very large 
pitals and Dispen- number of patients who sought medical aid 
saries. in the institution, which was the highest on 

record from its inception in 1093. This 
was the only institution of its kind maintained by the Government. 
But there were similar institutions maintained by private agencies, 
some of which are in receipt of grants from Government. Of 
these, special mention may be made of the Ayurveda Hospital 
at Quilon, which gets a grant-in-aid of Rs. 50 per mensem and 
the one at Kilimanoor, which gets a Government grant of Rs. 40 
per mensem. The total number of grant-in-aid vaidyasalas 
during the year was 121, one more than in 1104. Of these, 4 
were in receipt of the maximum grant, viz-, Rs. 30 per mensem, 
9 of Rs. 25 per mensem, 32 of Rs. 20 per mensem and 76 in 
receipt of the minimum grant, viz-, Rs. 15 per mensem. On an 
average there were two aided vaidyasalas for every seven paku- 
ihies of the State. Of the 121 institutions, 14 were visha- 
vaidyasalas (for treatment of poison cases), 3 for the treatment of 
eye diseases, 2 for the treatment of women and children, one for 
mama chikilsa, one a Unani vaidyasala, one a Siddha vaidya- 
sala and the remaining for the treatment of general diseases. 
Besides these, there were also Ayurveda vaidyasalas within 
municipal limits maintained by grants from municipal funds. 
Four such vaidyasalas were maintained by the Quilon Municipal 
Council, and one each by the Alwaye, Parur and Attingal 
Municipal Councils. The scheme for the award of recognition 
to expert oaidyans who conducted recognised vaidyasalas in the 
various parts of the State was in operation. The Ayurveda 
Pharmacy at Trivandrum, maintained by Government, continued 
to supply the medicines required for the Government Hospital 
and Dispensary. It was also attending to the training of the 
students of the Ayurveda College in pharmaceutical methods. 
The medicines supplied to the Hospital consisted of different 
varieties of drugs, 34 kinds of quaths, 12 kinds of choornams, 
11 kinds of thailams, 8 kinds of pills, 3 kinds of lehyams and 2 
kinds of medicated ghee, besides, other special preparations 
according to the indents from the institution. 
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24. The number of in-patients treated in the Government 
Hospital and Dispensary at Trivandrum rose from 131 in 1104 
to 1 43 in 1105, of whom 1 19 were males, 
Relief . 19 females and 5 children. Of these, 122 

were cured, 13 were discharged and 8 
remained under treatment at the end of the year. The accom¬ 
modation provided was the same as in the previous year, oiz., 
8 beds. The average daily cost of diet for an in-patient was 
6 chs. 2 cash against 6 chs. 12 cash in 1104. The number of 
out-patients rose from 38,640 in 1104 to 43,371 in 1105, giving 
an average daily attendance of 350 against 284 in 1104. The 
daily average of new patients was 119 against 105 in the pre¬ 
vious year. The marma chikilsa ward continued to be popular, 
the total number of patients treated, including 25 in-patients, 
being 1,798 against 1,164 in 1104. Of these, 1,786 were 
cured, 11 were discharged and one was undergoing treatment 
at the end of the year. The total number of patients treated by 
the grant-in-aid vaidyasalas rose from 405,633 in 1104 to 
416,135 in 1105. Of these, 96 per cent, were cured, 0‘07 per 
cent, died and the rest were discharged or were undergoing 
treatment at the end of the year. The number of patients treated 
by the recognised oaidyans, including those receiving municipal 
grants, was 105,191. Of these, 95 per cent, are reported to 
be cured, 0‘34 per cent, died and the rest were discharged or 
were under treatment at the end of the year. 

25. The Ayurveda College prepares students for the Vaidya 
Sastri and Vaidya Kalanidhi examinations, the entire course of 
which extends to 5 years, 3 years for the 
The Ayuroeda former, which marks the termination of the 
College■ high school course and 2 years for the latter 

which forms the college course. The number 
of students under instruction in the college fell from 1 42 in 1104 
to .119 in 1105, of whom 10 were women students. The decrease 
in the strength was in the first three classes, forming the high school 
course and is attributed to the existence of four aided Ayurveda 
high schools in different parts of the State. Besides the Vaidya 
Sastri and Vaidya Kalanidhi examinations, the department also 
conducts the Ayurveda Acharya examination, the highest test of 



XI.] BEPAETM.EXT OP AYURVEDA. 185 

proficiency for which the diploma is awarded on the merits of a 
thesis on an approved subject bearing on Ayurveda, and the 
Visha Vaidya Visarada examination, intended to test the profi¬ 
ciency of candidates in the cure of poisons. The total num¬ 
ber of candidates who appeared during the year for the Vaidya 
Sasiri examination was 48, of whom 16 were presented from 
the Ayurveda College, 24 from the aided high schools and 8 
were private students. Of these, 22 candidates passed, of whom 
7 were from the College. For the Kalanidhi examination, 38 
candidates, including 6 private candidates, appeared, of whom 
23 from the Ayurveda College and 2 from among the private 
candidates were declared eligible for the Diploma. Thirteen 
candidates appeared for the Visha Vaidya Visarada examina¬ 
tion, of whom 5 came out successful. Nobody submitted a thesis 
for the Acharya Diploma during the year. 

26. Besides the Government high school attached to the 
college, there were four private aided high schools, as in the 

previous year. Two private unaided Ayur- 
Ayuroeda High veda schools at Onattukara and Vaikom, 
Schools. were also working during the year, with a 

total strength of 31 students. The number 
of students under instruction in the aided Ayurveda high schools 
rose from 226 in 1104 to 235 in 1105. Twenty-four candidates 
appeared for the Vaidya Sasiri examination from these schools, 
of whom 11 passed. 

27. The receipts and expenditure of the department during 

11 04 and 1105 are shown in the subjoined 
Receipts and statement: — 

Expenditure. 


Particulars. 

| 1104 

1105. : 


"T" R s . ; 

i Rs. 

Receipts 

7,551 

' 6,055 

Expenditure 

•• I 62,512 | 

61,030 


The net expenditure of the department during 1105 was 
Rs. 54,975 against Rs. 54,961 in 1104. 
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Sanitation, Vaccination and Vital Statistics. 

Sanitary Commissioner. Mr. J. J. Chandy , L. M. S. 

28. In August 1895, a special department was organised 
to conduct vaccination, collect vital statistics and look after sani¬ 
tation ; and it was placed under the charge 

General of an officer styled the Sanitary Commis¬ 

sioner. The activities of the department 
extend to the whole State excepting the areas covered by the 
municipal towns. The Sanitary Department therefore represents 
the Public Health Department under the Government, although 
its attention is at present restricted to the collection, registration 
and tabulation of vital statistics, the management of vaccination 
in non-municipal areas, both rural and urban, and to rural sani¬ 
tation. Vaccination was first introduced into the State in 1813. 

It is noteworthy that opposition to vaccination in those early days 
was overcome by the members of the Ruling Family getting 
themselves vaccinated at that time. A vaccine depot was opened 
in 1888. 

29. The registration of vital statistics continued to be com¬ 
pulsory throughout the State. The population of the State ac¬ 
cording to the census of 1921 was 

Births and 4,006,062, Adding to this population the 
Deaths. excess of births over deaths in the nine sue- ■ 

ceeding years, the population at the end of 
the period works out to 4,337,282. A total number of ' 
109,999 births, consisting of 56,461 males and 53,538 females, 
was registered during the year against 98,372 births, made up 
fef 50,927 males and 47,445 females during 1104. The birth 
rate was 27’45 per 1,000 of the census population against 
24*55 in the previous year. For every 100 female births, there 
were 105 male births against 107 in the previous year. The 
toted number of deaths registered during the year was 49,005 
comprising 25,299 males and 23,706 females against a total of 
51,257 made up of 26,855 males and 24,402 females in 1104. 
The death rate during the year was 12'23 per 1,000 of the 
census population against 12 79 for_ the previous year, For 
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every 100 female deaths, there were 107 deaths among males 
against 110 in 1 104. In regard to infantile mortality, 9,106 
infants under one year of age were registered to have died 
during the year, which gives a rate of 8278 per 1,000 of 
live births against 75*08 in the previous year. The number 
of still births recorded during the year was 1,011 against 
914 in the previous year, which gives a rate of 9'I9 on every 
1,000 of live births against 9 - 29 during the previous year. 
The excess of births over deaths numbered 60,994 made up 
of 31,162 males and 29,832 females, against 47,115 com¬ 
prising 24,072 males and 23,043 females in 1104. It is 
seen that Hindus contributed 55 per cent, of this increase of 
population, Mahomedans 5 per cent, and Christians 37 per 
cent., the corresponding percentages during the previous year 
being 54, 6 and 39. The variations in the birth and death 
rates during the last ten years are shown in the annexed 
charts. 

30. The chief epidemics that broke out during the year 
Were cholera and small-pox. The total number of deaths 
from cholera fell from 9,112 in 1104 to 

Epidemics. 336 in 1105, but the number of deaths from 
small-pox rose from 109 in 1 104 to 852 
during the year. The number of deaths from cholera decreased 
by 8,776 compared with the figures for 1104. This was 
due to the subsidence of the epidemic of 1104, which was 
responsible for over 9,000 deaths during that year. Of 
the total number of 336 deaths during the year from cholera, 
281 occurred in rural areas and 55 in Municipal towns. 
The number of deaths from small-pox increased by 743. Of 
the total of 852 deaths, 283 occurred in Municipal towns and 
569 in rural areas. Except in the towns of Alleppey and 
Trivandrum where the disease assumed an epidemic form, in 
the other parts of the State it prevailed only in a sporadic form. 
The epidemic of small-pox in the Alleppey municipal town, 
which began early in 1105 and which caused a mortality of 
207 during the year, was still continuing at the end of the 
year. In the Trivandrum taluk, there ; weiV~65 deaths from 
the disease, of which 40 were registered in the municipal town. 
There was no case of plague during the year under report. 
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31. . The number of deaths from fevers was 13,510 against 
12,893 in 1104. Enteric fever and malaria, which prevailed 

to a large extent during the year, contributed 
Other Diseases' to the rise in the number of deaths from 
fevers. The number of deaths from con¬ 
sumption and other respiratory diseases rose from 5,479 in 
1104 to 6,1 20 and those from dysentery and diarrhoea from 
5,211 to 5,657. Diabetes and carbuncle caused 1,590 deaths 
during 1105, against 1,519 in 1104. 

32. Vaccination is now compulsory only in the municipal 
towns of the State; in the rural areas it is not compulsory. The 

question of enacting a law for enforcing 
Vaccination. vaccination among people living in rural 
areas is under consideration. The total 
number of vaccinations performed rose from 226,928 in 1104 
to 343,399 in 1105, of which 247,919 were primary vaccina¬ 
tions and 95,480 re-vaccinations. Thus there was an increase 
of 116,471 in the total number of operations, primary vaccina¬ 
tions increasing by 60,175 and re-vaccinations by 56,296. The 
increase is chiefly due to the prevalence of small-pox in some of 
the taluks of the State and is contributed both by the rural and 
municipal vaccinators. The percentage of success in primary 
vaccinations was 98*53, against 98'81 in the previous year. 
The percentage of re-vaccination to total operations was 27'8 
against 17 in 1104. The number of infants under one year of 
age successfully vaccinated rose from 14,987 in 1104 to 20,985 
in 1105 or by 5,998. Each vaccinator on an average perform¬ 
ed 233 operations in a month in rural areas and 1 69 in urban 
areas, while the minimum fixed was 150. Excluding the opera¬ 
tions performed in the presence of Sanitary Circle Officers, the 
number of cases verified by them rose from 40,665 in 11 04 to 
57,686 in 1105. Thus the number of cases verified has ex¬ 
ceeded the minimum of 53,000 cases by 4,686. Glycerine 
lymph was used for purposes of vaccination during the year as 
usual.A/otal quantity of 284,171 grains of glycerine vaccine 
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was manufactured, of which 205,647 grains were supplied 
to vaccinators and conservancy overseers, 44,135 grains to 
municipalities, 5,868 grains to Medical and Sanitary Officers 
and 13,784 grains to private agencies. The total quantity of 
vaccine lymph manufactured during the year was 98,954 grains 
in excess of the figure for 1104 and this was due to the large 
demand for vaccine from all quarters owing to the prevalence of 
small-pox in the State. The average cost for a case of success¬ 
ful vaccination fell from 8 chs. 3 cash in 1 104 to 5 chs. I cash 
in 1105. 


33. Rural sanitation is attended to by the conservancy staff 
appointed in important rural tracts. This staff is in charge of 
vaccination as well as sanitation. The 
Rural Sanita - number of major conservancy stations rose 
tion. from 33 in II04 to 38 in 1105 and of 

minor conservancy stations from 16 to 17, 
the total number of conservancy stations being thus 55 at the end 
of 1 105, against 49 at the end of 1 104. As in the previous 
year, the department made sanitary arrangements in connection 
with 33 fairs and festivals during the year at a cost of Rs. 736. 
For the better sanitation of markets situated in non-municipal 
areas, the control of the sweeping staff of these markets was 
transferred to the Sanitary Department from 1104 onwards. 
The Sanitary Circle Officers inspected 165 markets during the 
year, against 141 in the previous year and communicated their 
suggestions for sanitary improvements to the Land Revenue 
Department which controls the markets. The proper main¬ 
tenance of wells sunk by the P. W. D. for the supply of good 
drinking water in villages where it is scarce, is one of the 
functions assigned to the department. The department repaired 
54 wells during the year, against 66 in 1104, and incurred an 
expenditure of Rs. 1,333 under maintenance of public wells 
during 1105. 
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34. The subjoined statement shows the receipts and expend¬ 
iture of the department during 1104 and 
Receipts and 1105: — 

Expenditure. 


Particulars. 

1104. 

| 1105. 


■ Rs. 

Rs. 

Receipts 

... 4,564 

6,208 

Expenditure 

1,04,256 

j 1,27,015 


The net expenditure of the department rose from 
Rs. 99,692 to Rs. 1,20,807. 


Public Health Surveys and Investigations. 

Honorary Adoiser, Public Health. Dr. W P. Jacocks, 

Dr. Ph. 

35. The need for organising a modern public health de¬ 
partment to cope efficiently with the numerous public health 
problems of the State has engaged the 
General. attention of Government in recent years. 

fn February I 928, Government requested 
the Rockefeller Foundation in America, whose agents are work¬ 
ing in various parts of the world for the eradication of communic¬ 
able and preventible diseases and for promotion of public health, 
to depute one of their representatives to the State to take up 
public health work in Travancore and to give advice to the 
Government in the matter of organising a Public Health Depart¬ 
ment in the State. The Foundation very generously acceded to 
the request and appointed Dr. W. P. Jacocks to take up public 
health work in Travancore. Dr. Jacocks arrived in Trivandrum 
on the 5th March 1929 and, after an extensive tour for the 
study of local conditions, prepared a comprehensive scheme of 
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public health work. As stated in the report for 1104, two 
medical officers were deputed to America for special training 
in Public Health, one on the fellowship of the Foundation and 
the other at the expense of the Government. They joined the 
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, to take up their respective 
courses. Both these officers have returned after training since 
the close of the year. 

36. Pending the organisation of the Health Department, 
an immediate working programme, which was submitted by 

Dr. Jacocks, was sanctioned during the year 
Programme of and a provision of Rs. 60,000 was made in 
Preliminary the budget for that purpose. The programme 
Works. comprised the following items : — 

(i) Organisation of Office Staff. 

(ii) Hookworm Survey. 

(iii) Malaria (Spleen) Survey. 

(iv) Entomological work—Malaria, Filaria and Plague. 

(v) Public Health Education and Propaganda work. 

(vi) Maternity and Child Welfare work. 

(vii) The selection of an area for beginning health unit 

work. 

37. Besides the office and laboratory establishments already 
entertained during 1 104, the appointment of three Assistant 

Surgeons, three Sub-Assistant Surgeons, 
Staff. one Health Educational Officer and an 

Office Manager was sanctioned during the 
year. A hookworm survey was undertaken in order to ascertain 
the intensity and incidence of the disease in the various parts of 
the State. The survey was commenced in 
Hookworm the town of Trivandrum and later on ex- 

Suroey. tended to the mofussil areas. Two parties, 

each party consisting of an Assistant Surgeon 
and a Sub-Assistant Surgeon, were deputed for carrying on the 
work in different places simultaneously. These officers visited 
designated centres in each taluk and delivered lantern lectures 
on hookworm disease to the local people who assembled for the 
purpose. At the end of the lectures, specimen tins were 
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distributed to the people and the tins filled with faeces were 
collected the next morning and transmitted to the Bacteriological 
Laboratory for examination. During the year, ail the taluks, 
except Todupuzha, Muvattupuzba, Kunnatnad, Parur, Devi- 
colam and Peermade, were thus surveyed. The result of the 
faecal examination revealed an average incidence of 937 per 
cent. Two series of test treatments were also carried out 
during the year, one at the Central Prison and the other among 
the employees on the staff of the Honorary Adviser. A Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon was deputed during the year to conduct an 
investigation into the incidence of filariasis, and two wards in 
Trivandrum town, containing approximately 
Filariasis Survey. 6,000 people, were selected as the field 
for investigation. With the assistance of 
the municipal officials, the survey officer collected blood 
samples from the members of each family. Before the end of 
the year, blood-smears numbering 1,656 were examined. Of 
these, 187 specimens or 11 '3 per cent, were positive for micro¬ 
filaria. The officer appointed for Public 
Public Health Health Education and Propaganda also 
Education and commenced his work during the year. 
Propaganda. Equipped with a portable cinema projector 

and generator, hookworm and malaria films, 
magic lanterns and slides, charts and accessories and a motor 
lorry, the Educational Officer visited various parts of south, 
central and north Travancore and delivered many lectures. 
He also gave considerable assistance to the hookworm survey 
parties by delivering cinema lectures in many of the taluk centres. 
Appreciable co-operation was further extended by him towards 
the various social service organisations in the State, in order to 
awaken popular interest in public health, by delivering series of 
lectures on health and arranging exhibition of health posters and 
charts. A public health library was also opened under his 
supervision during the year. The other items of work in the 
sanctioned programme were not taken up during the year. 
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38. The laboratory work is done at the Government 
Bacteriological Laboratory under the general supervision of the 

Government Bacteriologist. Owing to an 
Laboratory Work • increase in the volume of work, the strength 
of the microscopists was raised from 7 to 9 
during the year. Of these, 6 are women. One of the Assist¬ 
ant Surgeons appointed during the year was posted at the labora¬ 
tory for training in laboratory technique and tor exercising 
immediate supervision over the hookworm microscopists. A small 
laboratory was also opened in the office of the Honorary Adviser, 
during the year and a well-trained lady technician, paid from 
non-Government funds, was appointed to examine blood-smears 
collected by the Filarial Survey Officers. 

39. An expenditure of Rs. 26,083 distributed under 
Salaries, Establishment, Allowance and Supplies, Services and 

Contingencies, was incurred during 1105, 

Expenditure. against Rs. 8,757 during 1104. 


Chemical Examiner’s Department. 

Chemical Examiner. Mr. A. M-Jacob, B. A., 

M. B., C. M. 

40. The Chemical Examiner’s Department was organised 
in 1890 and has been doing useful work ever since. The 
number of articles received by the Chemical Examiner for toxi¬ 
cological examination was 741 against 798 in 1104. These 
were spread over 200 cases. Of these, 49 cases related to 
suspected human poisoning ; one related to animal poisoning ; 
95 blood stains ; and one seminal stain. Of the 49 cases of 
suspected human poisoning, poisons such as cerbera odallam, 
mercury and arsenic compounds, morphia and strychnine were 
detected in 31 cases. Forty cases of water analysis were also 
made during the year. Besides these, there were I 5 miscellane¬ 
ous cases for analysis, of which one case related to brick-red 
powder, one case of a piece of cloth for testing the presence of 
gun-powder, three cases of pig-lead, one of red powder, two of 
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bleaching powder, two cases of a medical preparation called 
lehyam for testing the presence of ganja, one case of water for 
testing the presence of poisonous or noxious substance, two cases 
of rocks, one specimen of flesh for identification and one sample 
of toddy arrack. The total expenditure on account of the depart¬ 
ment amounted to Rs. 2,708 in 1105 against Rs-2,736 in 
1104. 



CHAPTER XII.' 

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

Director of Public Instruction. Mr. ]. Stephenson, B. Sc., 
[London), A. R. C. Sc., 
[on leave ) retired from 

, service on the 7th Medom 1105. 

Rao Bahadur K. V. Ranga - 
swami Aiyangar, M. A., (acting 
till the 31 st Mithunam 1105). 

Mr. E. G. Me Alpine, M. A. 

- : • From very early times, the village schoolmaster, styled the 
Asan, imparted vernacular education of a rudimentary character 
jn the country. He was a self-constituted 

Early History functionary- and was remunerated by the 
of Education in people themselves. The principal, subjects 
the State. taught were reading, writing, arithmetic and 

the elements of astronomy necessary for .the 
simple .calculations’required for domestic rituals and for deter¬ 
mining the chief periods of agricultural operations. The old 
village schools taught boys and girls together. The State’s 
direct activity in the field of education began over a century ago. 
The duty of the State to impart public instruction was recognised 
so long ago as 922 m. e. (1817) when Her Highness Rani 
Gouri Farvati JBhayi issued a rescript in which Her Highness 
resolved ‘-‘that the State should defray the entire cost of the 
education of its people in .order that there might be no back¬ 
wardness in the spread of enlightenment among . them, that by 
diffusion of education they might become better subjects and 
public servants and that the reputation of the State mighj: be ad¬ 
vanced thereby’,’. The pioneers of English education in the 
country were the Christian Missionaries who opened two Eng¬ 
lish schools, one at Kottayam and the other at Nagercoil, in the 
years 1816-19 and they were given substantial aid from the 



196 


PUBLIC IHSTETJCTIOPT. 


[chap. 

Government in the shape of grants of land. The first Govern¬ 
ment English school was started in 1834 at Trivandrum, and 
this institution slowly and steadily developed into the Maha 
Raja's High School and College. An English school for girls 
was opened at Trivandrum in 1863 by the Zenana Mission and 
next year was opened the Maha Raja’s English High School 
for girls, which has since developed into a first grade college 
for women. The first Normal School was founded in 1885 and it 
developed in 1910 into the Training College. A Sanskrit 
school was opened in 1889 and it subsequently developed into 
the Sanskrit College. The first Director of Public Instruction 
was appointed in 1084 (1909) and this was followed in the next 
year by the promulgation of the Education and Inspection Codes, 
which marked the inauguration of the existing educational system 
and educational policy. 

2. The educational system of Travancore consists of three 
important branches, viz-, the vernacular schools, the English 
schools and the colleges. There are also 

Educational institutions for the training of teachers and 
System. special schools for the teaching of Sanskrit. 

Vernacular schools are of three classes, oiz., 
primary schools, vernacular middle schools and vernacular high 
schools. Primary schools teach up to class IV, the course of 
instruction being mainly confined to reading, writing, elementary 
arithmetic and simple lessons in history and geography. In girls’ 
schools, special attention is paid to singing, needlework and 
domestic economy. Primary education is free throughout the 
State. Vernacular middle schools teach up to class VII and 
Vernacular high schools up to class IX. At the end of the 
primary course, the pupil either pursues vernacular studies 
in the vernacular middle and high schools or joins the prepara¬ 
tory class in the English middle schools. English middle schools 
teach up to Form III and English high schools consist of all or 
any of .the Forms IV, V and Vi. Facilities are provided for 
the admission of pupils, with sufficient knowledge of English, from 
vernacular middle schools to English middle schools, English 
being an optional second language in vernacular schools. The 
Vernacular School Leaving Certificate, issued to candidates who 
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pass class VII, confers eligibility for entertainment in the sub¬ 
ordinate ranks of the public service. Similarly, the English 
School Leaving Certificate gives eligibility to University courses 
of study and to the public service. On both the vernacular and 
English sides, there are separate schools for boys and girls with 
practically the same course of instruction. Co-education of boys 
and girls is freely permitted up to class IV in the primary stand¬ 
ard and has long been customary. In the higher classes and 
forms, co-education is allowed in places where separate schools 
or colleges for girls are not available. Girls pay only half the 
rates of fees prescribed for boys in schools and colleges. The ^ 
colleges maintained by the Government and by denominational 
agencies are affiliated to the University of Madras. The import¬ 
ance of vernacular education has been recognised by the State, 
and vernacular schools have long been under a separate inspect¬ 
orate. English education also has had an equally long history, 
having begun about a century ago. The number of English 
schools, private and departmental, increased so largely as to 
necessitate a separate inspectorate. In the same way, female 
education, both English and vernacular, is under the control and 
guidance of an Inspectress of Girls’ Schools. A notable feature 
in the domain of education is the part played by private enter¬ 
prise. There are institutions of all grades, from the lowest pri¬ 
mary standard to the highest college course, run by private 
agencies. These agencies share with the Government the task 
of public instruction and receive substantial grants-in-aid from f 
Government. Religious instruction is not imparted in Govern¬ 
ment schools; but private schools, particularly those managed by 
the denominational agencies, are free to impart it outside school 
hours. 

3. In the matter of education, the Government have always 
pursued a liberal and progressive policy, and the remarkable 
advance in education made during the past 

Educational few decades has been due to their sedulous 
Policy- and fostering care. Travancore now stands 

in the forefront of educated : India. As 
regards primary education, its utmost importance has always been 
recognised and everything practicable is being done to make it 
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universal. Government are now . spending .more than Rs. 42 
lakhs or nearly 17 per cent, of the State revenue on education. 
The further development of education in the country will have 
to depend more largely on State-aided private enterprise. Con¬ 
sistent with the educational policy of the State, the education of 
backward communities has been systematically encouraged by 
the grant of special concessions and facilities to pupils and 
students belonging to such communities. In addition to the 
schools and colleges where purely literary education is imparted, 
there are other institutions which are established for imparting 
professional and technical education. There is the Law College 
under the control of the High Court, the Ayurveda College 
under the Ayurveda Department, industrial and technical schools 
under the Director of Industries, the Forest School, the Survey 
Schools, the Agricultural Schools, the Fishery Schools, etc. 
Quasi-educational institutions like the Trivandrum Public Lib¬ 
rary, the Museum and Public Gardens, and the Departments for 
the Preservation and Publication of Sanskrit and Malayalam 
Manuscripts, are also maintained by the Government. 

Salient Features. 

4. The following may be mentioned as some of the out¬ 
standing events of the year connected with the activities of the 
Education Department:— 

(i) The Indian Music Group for the Intermediate Course 
was opened in the College for Women with effect from the 
beginning of the academic year 1930-31 and a woman graduate, 
who had undergone a course of training in Indian Music in the 
Annamalai University, was appointed Lecturer in Indian Music: 
The senior B. A. class in Mathematics was formed in the 
College and the Mathematics branch was strengthened by the 
appointment of an Assistant Professor. Candidates for the B. A. 
Degree examination were presented for the first time from the 
Women’s College during the year. 

; (ii) The reports of the University Inspection Commission 
on the Colleges of Science and Arts and for Women were re¬ 
ceived during the year and the same were under the considera¬ 
tion of the Director of Public Instruction. 
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(iii) Compulsory physical training was introduced in the 
Junior Intermediate classes of the Colleges of Science and Arts 
and the two graduates, who returned after completing their 
course in the Y. M. C. A. School of Physical Education at 
Royapettah, were appointed as Physical Instructors in the two. 
Colleges. A woman graduate was selected to undergo a 
course of physical training in the Lady Willingdon Training 
College, Madras, with a view to being appointed as Physical 
Instructor in the Women’s College. Compulsory physical train¬ 
ing was started in the Women’s College also during the year, 
and a Tutor in English in the College, who had attended a 

. course of lectures on Physical Training during her L. T. course, 
was appointed temporarily as Physical Instructor. 

(iv) A scheme was sanctioned fixing the staff of the 
women’s branch on a single basis for the whole State, by which 
the posts of Assistant Inspectresses of Girls’ Schools and Head¬ 
mistress-ships of English middle schools are ultimately to be 
filled by B, A., L. T’s. 

(v) The special staff appointed in connection with the 
revision of pay of vernacular school teachers revised the pay of 
all the teachers in departmental vernacular school for boys, and 
all but one of the schools for girls. They also dealt with the 
revision of grants to private schools, but were not able to com¬ 
plete the work by the close of the year. 

(vi) The policy of confining appointments in the girls’ 
branch of the department to women was pursued and accordingly 
13 male teachers in girls’ schools were transferred to boys’ 
schools. 

(vii) A batch of twelve women teachers was selected for 
manual training, with a view to replace the men instructors in 
manual training in the vernacular schools for girls. 

(viii) The privilege of fee concession in vernacular schools 
was extended to two of the backward communities, viz-, the 
CHakkas and Sakravas- ' ' . 
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General Statistics. 

5. It is now twenty-two years since the department was 
placed under the administrative control of a Director of Public 
Instruction in the year 1084. It might therefore be not without 
interest to review the work of the department in 1105 in the 
light of the position in 1084 and as it stood in 1104 and 1105. 
The following statement compares the number of institutions 
under the three categories of management, viz., departmental, 
private aided and private unaided, during the yejirs 1084, f 104 
and 1105 .and the numbers under instruction in each class 
during those years ; the statement also embodies information 
regarding the average strength of an institution belonging to each 
of the classes':— 



It will be noticed that the number of departmental in¬ 
stitutions, which 22 years ago was a little over an eighth of the 
aggregate number of institutions in the State, has now risen to a 
little less than a third. Departmental schools, which numbered 
438 in. 1084 and had a total strength of 58,159, increased in 
1105 to 1,077 with a total strength of 258,392. Private schools 
decreased from 3,016 x to 2,564, but their strength increased 
from 147,858 to 3lO,3|l. The private unaided school of 
1105 does -not belong to the same class as its prototype of 1084; 
for while the former is efficient and is unaided because self- 
supporting, the latter was a rudimentary institution, enjoying a 
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fleeting and ephemeral existence and conducted without any 
attention to efficiency, accommodation, equipment and staff, 
subject to little or no control and unfit for recognition. While 
the total number of institutions rose only by 187, the strength 
increased by 362,686. The percentage of increase in the 
former was 5 - 4 while that in the latter was approximately 176. 
The average strength in a departmental school was more than 
double that in a private aided school. Compared with 1104, 
the number of recognised institutions rose only by 9, but the 
strength in them increased by 23,478 against 4 and 25,937 
respectively in 1 104. The departmental institutions fell in 
number by 2, but their strength rose from 249,370 to 258,392 
i. e., by 9,022. Private institutions showed a rise from 2,553 
to 2,564 and the strength in them from 295,855 to 310,311 
or by 11 and 14,456 respectively. Of these, there was a fall in 
the number of aided institutions from 2,390 to 2,384, j. e., by 6, 
and a rise in the number of unaided institutions from 163 to 180, 
i. e., by 1 7. The percentages of pupils in departmental institu¬ 
tions and private institutions in relation to the total number under 
instruction were 45 '4 and 54-6 respectively against 45 - 8 
and 54’3 respectively, in 1104. The largest number of edu¬ 
cational institutions was in the Tiruvalla taluk, which had 405 
schools with 57,246 pupils, followed by Neyyattinkara with 240 
institutions containing 36,105 pupils, and Kottayam with 212 
schools and 35,271 pupils. Changancherry and Trivandrum 
came next with 178 and 176 institutions and 31,739 and 32,778 
pupils, respectively. Besides the 3, 641 recognised institutions 
under the control of the Education Department, there were 299 
unrecognised institutions with a total number of 13,502 pupils 
under instruction, the corresponding figures for 1104 being 404 
and 1 7,612, respectively. These were mostly primary schools 
for boys and girls, which, when they have conformed to the 
standards prescribed and enforced by the department and are 
recognised as supplying real needs, will come under its purview. 
Thus the total number of educational institutions, both recognised 
and unrecognised, stood at 3,940 with a strength of 582,205, 
the corresponding figures for 1104 being 4,032 and 562,837, 
respectively. Taking the recognised institutions alone, there 
was at the end of the year one school for every 2 - 094 square 
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miles and for every 1,100 of the population of the State, accord¬ 
ing to the census ol 1921. The corresponding figures for 1104 
were 2'099 square miles and 1,103 of the population. All 
pakuthies , except eight pa\uthie s situated in the sparsely populated 
taluks of Peermade and Devicolam in the High Ranges, possess¬ 
ed at least one recognised school each. Of the total population 
of the State, ) 4*2 per cent, were attending recognised schools or 
colleges in 1105, against 13’6 per cent, in 1104, 1 2'9 per cent, 
in 1103 and 12'2 per cent in 1 102, an increase resulting mainly 
from the natural increase in population and consequent increase 
in the number of school-going children from year to year. 

6. The total strength of the pupils in the various grades of 
educational institutions during 1104 and 
Distribution of 1105 is shown in the subjoined statement;— 
Pupils. 


Grade or class of institution 

Colleges 
English Schools 
Vernacular Schools 
Special Schools 

Total 


Number under j 
instruction. Variation 
in 1105. 


1104 

1105 


2,852 

1 

2,694 

— 158 

40,303 

53,701 

I +3,398 

4,88,424 

5,08,537 

+ 20,113 

3,664 

3,771 

' +125 

5,45,225 

5,68,703 

+ 23,478 


The strength of the College of Science increased by 10 
and of the Women’s College by 2, but the strength of the Arts 
College fell by 41. The fall in the strength of the Colleges is 
mainly due to the general fall in the strength in all ■ the private 
colleges probably on account of the poor results of the public 
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examination at the end of the secondary school course. The 
total strength of the English schools increased by 6‘8 per cent, 
against 4‘5 per cent, in 1104, of the vernacular schools by 4i 
per cent, against 5'0 per cent, in 1104, and of the special 
schools by 3'4 per cent, against 6 per cent, in the previous 
year. 

7. The increase of 23,478 pupils in recognised institutions 
during the year was contributed by almost all the important 

communities in the State. The increase 
Progress of Edu- was large in the case of Romo-Syrians 
cation among cer- whose strength exceeded that of the previ- 
tain communities, ous year by 5,166, the Ezhavas whose 
strength rose by 5,071 and the Nayars 
whose strength showed an increase of 4,872. Among Christ¬ 
ians, there was appreciable increase among the Jacobites and 
“Other Roman Catholics” also. The Mahomedans, the Nadars, 
the Kuravans, the Asaris and Ampattans also shared the increase. 
The striking decrease was among Mukkuvans, Paravans, Pandi 
Vellalas and Methodists. 

8. The parents or guardians of more than half the number 
of pupils under instruction during the year were landlords, 

including farmers and house-holders; of 

Occupation of nearly one-sixth, day-labourers; of more 
Parents or Guar- . than one-eighth, traders; and of about one- 
dians ." fifteenth, Government servants. 

Staff. 

9. The total number of teachers employed in the depart¬ 
mental, private aided and private unaided schools was 

estimated at 18,665 at the end of the year. 

Qualifications. Of these, 8,083 were in departmental insti¬ 
tutions, 9,256 in private aided schools and 
1,326 in private unaided schools. Among these, 6,748 were 
trained teachers, of whom 3,878 belonged to departmental insti¬ 
tutions, 2,508 to private aided schools and 362 to private un¬ 
aided schools. 
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Direction. 

10. Mr. J. Stephenson, B. Sc., A. R. C. Sc., who was on 
leave preparatory to retirement from the 6th Chingom 1104, retired 

from service on 7th Medom 1105 (21st 
Personnel. April 1930). For nearly twenty years he 

had served the Education Department of the 
State, first as Professor of Physics and Applied Mathematics, 
then as Principal of His Highness the Maha Raja’s College and 
lastly as Director of Public Instruction, which office he had been 
occupying from 4th Kumbhom 1099. Rao Bahadur K. V. Ran- 
gaswami Aiyangar M. A., Principal of His Highness the Maha 
Raja's College of Arts, continued to be the Ag. Director till the 
1st Karkatakam 1105, when Mr. E. G. McAlpine, M. A., 
was appointed as the Director of Public Instruction. 

11. The Ag. Director paid 3 visits to the Colleges, 72 visits 
to English schools, 91 visits to vernacular schools and inspected 

3 reading rooms and 14 school sites dur- 

Visits and In- ing the’first eleven months of the year. The 

spection. permanent Director made 3 visits to Colleges 

4 visits to English schools and 2 visits to 
hostels during Karkatakam 1105. 

Inspection. 

12. The Inspector of English schools spent 58 days on tour 
and was engaged in inspection work outside the Capital for 47 
days. H<f inspected 24 English:high schools and one middle 
school. Mr. M. P. Krishnan Nambiyar M. A., L. T., conti¬ 
nued to be in charge of the office of the Inspector of Vernacular 
Schools and he inspected altogether 1 1 vernacular high and 
middle schools, one primary school, 10 special schools including 
Training Schools, and 18 offices of Assistant Inspectors of Ver¬ 
nacular schools, besides visiting 38 vernacular high and middle 
schools and 62 primary schools. The Mahomedan Inspector of 
Schools inspected Arabic and Koran teaching in 152 institu¬ 
tions and visited 37 others. Of the 21 Assistant Inspectors of 
Vernacular Schools, all except one inspected 100 institutions and 
more. Miss E. C. Carrapiett, M. A., L. T., Inspectress of 



PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


205 


XII.] 

Girls’ Schools, went on long leave, preparatory to retirement, 
on the 3rd Chingom 1105 and retired from service with effect 
from the 6th Karkatakam 1105. Miss M. I. Rosemeyer, B. A., 
L. T., Headmistress, English High School for Girls, Trivan¬ 
drum, who was appointed to act as Inspectress, was on tour for 
123 days and spent 97 days in inspection work, besides conduct¬ 
ing inspection for 42 days while at headquarters. She conducted 
all the annual inspections except those of 5 private English 
middle schools. She also inspected all the offices of the Assist¬ 
ant Inspectresses and visited 21 vernacular middle schools and 
15 primary schools. The Assistant Inspectresses of four Dis¬ 
tricts conducted the annual inspection of all the schools in their 
respective Districts, while in the remaining two Districts some 
schools had no annual inspection. 


College Education. 

13. There were eight colleges in the State affiliated to the 
University of Madras and under the administrative control of 
the Director of Public Instruction, as in the 
Number and previous year. Of these, four were depart- 

Strength of Col- mental colleges and the other four aided. 
leges . The total number of students in all the 

Colleges together was 2,591 at the end of 
1105, against 2,749 at the end of 1104 and 2,454 at the 
end of 1103. The total strength at the end of 1105 was thus 
158 less than that at the end of 1104. The College of Science 
and the College for Women showed nominal increases in 
strength, but the College of Arts and all the private colleges 
showed decreases, while there was no variation in the case of 
the Training College (L. T. Course). The main decrease was 
in the strength of the students attending the Junior Intermediate, 
the Senior B. A., and the second year B. A. Honours class es ' 
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His Highness the Maha Raja’s College of Science. 

Principal Mr. James Pryde, M. A-, B. Sc., 

(on leave from the 16th 
Mithunam 1105). 

Dr. K. L■ Moudgill, M. A., (Cantab.), 
D. Sc-, (Glasgow), F. I. C., (London), 
(Acting till the 31st Mithunam 1105). 

Mr. C. V. Chandrasekharan, M. A., 
(Oxon .), (Acting from the 1st 
Kar\adagom 1105)- 

14. The College of Science prepared students lor the B. A. 
(Pass) Degree in Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry and Natural 
Science and for the B. A, (Honors) Degree in Mathematics. 
The strength of the college rose from 757 at the end of 1104 
to 767 at the end of 1105. 228 students were newly admitted 
to the Junior Intermediate class, 132 for Group I and 116 for 
Group II. The number of women students attending the col¬ 
lege rose from 29 at the end of 1104 to 34 at the end of 1105, 
out of whom two were in the Honors B. A. (II year) class, one 
for the 'Post-graduate course and the remaining in the B. A. 
classes. The results of the University examination were satis¬ 
factory. As in the previous year, for the Intermediate, the re¬ 
sults in Group I were better than those in Group II; of the 184 
candidates sent up, 75 passed in full, of whom 19 were in the 
first class and 22 secured distinction in Mathematics, 20 in 
Physics, 29 in Chemistry and 2 in Natural Science. For the 
B. A. (Pass) Degree examination, 94 passed in English out of 
133 sent up, and 75 out of 128 in other subjects. Out of these, 
seven candidates got first class, four in Physics and one each in 
Mathematics, Chemistry and Natural Science. For the B. A. 
(Honors) Degree examination, all the eight candidates who ap¬ 
peared passed, of whom three were placed in the first class and 
one received a second class. The number of volumes in the 
library increased from 9,565 at the end of 1104 to 10,272 at 
the end of 1105. 54 students were living in the Collegiate 

Hostel, 49 in other hostels and the rest with parents or guardians 
or in lodgings approved after inspection. All the students have 
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had either small-pox or been protected against it by vaccination. 
367 students were medically examined against 391 in 1104. 
No serious ailments were reported. With the appointment of the 
Physical Instructor, compulsory physical training was introduced 
in the Junior Intermediate class. The College Council held 
eight meetings in tjhe year. The receipts from the College 
amounted to Rs. 70,372 and the expenditure to Rs. 1,72,207. 
Assuming the number of students on the rolls to be the mean 
between the numbers for the last two academic years, the aver¬ 
age cost per student in 1105 was Rs. 226 of which Rs. 134 
was met by Government and Rs. 92 derived from fees, the cor¬ 
responding figures of 1104 and 1 103 being Rs. 223, Rs. 129 
and Rs. 94 and Rs. 238, Rs. 147 and Rs. 91, respectively. 

tits Highness the Maharaja’s College of Arts. 

Principal. Mr. C. V. Chandrasekharan, M. A. (Oxon .), 
{Acting till 31-11-1105). 

Rao Bahadur K. V. Rangaswami 

Aiyangar, M. A. 

15. The College of Arts prepared students for the B. A. 
(Pass) Degree in History, Philosophy and Languages, and for 
the B. A- (Honors) Degree in English and in History. The 
strength of the College at the end of 1105 was 502 against 
543 in 1104. The decrease was mainly in the strength of the 
Junior Intermediate and the Senior B. A. classes. The number 
of women students in the College was 12, i. c., one less than 
that in the previous year, and all of them were in the Honors 
classes. Of the 76 candidates sent up for the Intermediate 
examination, 24 passed in full, of whom two got a first class. Out 
of 126 candidates, 63 qualified for the B. A. (Pass) Degree. For 
the B. A. (Honors) Degree examination in History, 9 passed 
out of 10 who appeared, of whom one was placed in the second 
class. In English Literature (Honors), out of the 9 candidates, 
including 3 student who withdrew in the previous year, 5 came 
out successful and 2 were recommended for the Pass Degree. 
Two of the successful candidates were placed in the second class. 
470 volumes were added to the Library, thus making a total of 
20,954 books at the end of 1105. Of the 502 students in the 
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college, .46 were residing in Government hostels, 23 in other 
hostels, 209 with their guardians and the remaining 224 in 
private lodgings. The annual medical inspection of the students 
was conducted towards the close of the year. With the 
appointment of a Physical Instructor, a scheme for compulsory 
physical training was brought into effect from the beginning of 
the academic year 1930-1931. The College Council met 8 
times against 13 in 1104. 1 he receipts of the College from fees 
amounted to Rs. 50,605 and the expenditure to Rs. 98,298. 
The average cost per student was Rs. 188, of which Rs. 91 
was met by Government and Rs. 97 from fees. The corres¬ 
ponding figures for 1104 were Rs. 194, Rs. 100 and Rs. 94. 

His Highness the Maha Raja’s College for Women. 

Principal. Miss F. E. Grose, M. A- ( Cantab .)• 

16. The College for women prepared students for the B. A. 
(Pass) Degree in History, Languages and Mathematics, with 
Indian Music for the Intermediate course. The Senior B. A. 
class for Mathematics was formed and the Indian Music 
group for the Intermediate course was opened with 
effect from the beginning of the academic year 1930-1931. 
The strength of the college was 1 74 at the end of 1105, i. e., 
two students more than in the previous year. Of the 
students, 72 were Hindus, 101 Christians, and I a Mahomedan. 
63 students were newly admitted to the Junior Intermediate 
class, of whom 53 were for the science group. 13 new admis¬ 
sions were made in the Junior B. A. class, 2 in the Mathe¬ 
matics group, 2 in the Languages group and 9 in the History 
group. Out of the 28 students presented for the Intermediate 
examination, 20 passed in full, 7 in two parts only and the re¬ 
maining student in one part only. One student secured a first 
class and five gained distinction in one subject or another. For 
the B. A. (Pass) Degree examination, for which students were 
presented for the first time from the college during the year, 11 
out of 1 5 who appeared for English, 12 out of 15 who appeared 
for History and Economics and one out of four who appeared 
for the Languages, came out successful. Out''of the 174 
students, 21 were residing in the Government hostel, 60 in other 
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hostels, 89 with relatives or guardians and 4 in private lodgings. 
A medical inspection of the students who wsre newly admitted 
to the junior classes was conducted as usual. The scheme of 
compulsory physical training was put into operation in the Inter¬ 
mediate class and a lady graduate was selected for special 
training in physical education at the Lady Willingdon College, 
Madras, with a view to be appointed as Physical Instructor. 
Six meetings of the College Council were held during the year. 
920 volumes were added to the library during 1 105, thus 
raising the number of volumes to 9,620. The new building for. 
the Indian Music classes, which was under construction, was 
completed during the year and made available for holding the 
classes from the beginning of the academic year. Only 
half the scheduled rates of fees are levied and the fee 
income amounted to Rs. 7,937. The expenditure rose from 
Rs-79.340 in 1104 to Rs. 85,051. The average net cost 
per student during the year was Rs. 443. 

Private Colleges. 


17. There were two first grade and two second grade 
colleges. The following statement compares for 1 1 04 and 1105 
the strength of these four institutions : — 


1 

Name of College. 

1 ■ ' 

| Strength in 

Remarks. 

No. 

1104 

1105 

1 

Union Christian College, 
Alwaye —Principal 

Mr. A. M. Varkki, 
M. A. 

1 337 

I 

i 

305 

Residential first 
grade college 
with four 
hostels. 

2 

St. Berchmann’s College, 
Changanachery - Prin¬ 
cipal Rev. Matthew 
Purakkal, M. A. 

468 

433 

First grade 
college with a 
hostel. 

3 

C. M. S College, Kotta- 
yam — Principal Mr. C. 

K. Thomas, B. A., , 

L. T. ' acting. ) 

234 


Second grade 
college with a 
hostel. 

4 

Scott Christian College, 
Nagercoil— Principal, 
Mr- G. H. Marsden, 
M' A (Cantab.) 

188 

222 | 

138 

Second grade 
college with 
two hostels. 
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In the Union Christian College, 203 of the students 
were in residence in the hostels attached to the College. For 
the B. A. (Pass) Degree examination, 57 per cent, passed com¬ 
pletely, one getting a first class in Mathematics. 48 per cent, 
passed completely for the Intermediate examination, out of whom 
4 secured first class. In the St. Berchmann’s College, for the 
B. A. Degree examination, 65'3 per cent, passed in English, 
62 - 3 per cent, in Mathematics, 82*3 percent, in Botany and cent, 
per cent, in Zoology. 44 per cent, of the students passed com¬ 
pletely in the Intermediate examination. In the C. M. S. College, 
Kottayam, out of the 84 students that sat for the Intermediate 
examination, 32 passed completely and 42 passed m parts, the 
percentage of complete passes being 38'I. There were six 
distinctions in Mathematics, eight in Chemistry and one in 
Physics. The College hostel contained the full number of resident 
students, viz., 68. In the Scott Christian College, Nagercoil, 
out of the 54 students who were sent up for the Intermediate 
examination, 22 obtained complete passes, five.securing first class, 
and 26 others obtained part passes. 

The Training College, Trivandrum. 

Principal. Mr- C. V. Chandrasekharan, 

M. A- {Oxon.) (Acting till 

31-11-1105.) 

Rao Bahadur K. V- Rangaswami 
Aiyangar, M. A. 

18. The Training College consists of a graduate section for 
those undergoing the course for the L. T. Degree examination, 
and an undergraduate section, in which the course of training 
extends over one year and the pupil teachers appear for examin¬ 
ations conducted by the department. As usual, the maximum 
number of 50 graduates was admitted for the L. T. course, of 
whom 6 were women. 22 teachers (19 men and 3 women) 
were selected from departmental schools, 21 (18 men and 3 
women,) from private schools and 7 from Cochin. In the under¬ 
graduate section also, there were 50 persons under training, 24 
from departmental schools and 26 from private schools. Of 
these, 5 were women. In the L. T. Degree examination, 39 
passed out of the 50 students who were presented, 7 securing 
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distinctions and 11 securing second classes. The percentage of 
success was 78 against 75*5 in 1104. 48 students were pre¬ 
sented for the English Higher Grade Trained Teacher's 
Certificate Examination, of whom 35 passed, the percentage of 
passes being 72-9 against 83'3 in 1104. 275 volumes were 
added to the library attached to the college, thus making a total 
of 9,719 volumes at the end of 1105. 33 students were in 
residence in the Training College hostel, 24 in other hostels, 10 
in private lodgings and 33 with relatives and guardians. The 
usual course in first aid was given by Dr. K. Raman Tampi 
and it was attended by all the students in the college. The fee 
income from the institution amounted to Rs. 10,607 and the 
expenditure to Rs. 36,463, the corresponding figures for 1104 
being Rs. 10,668 and Rs. 35,719, respectively. 

The Sanskrit College. 

Principal. Mr. V- Krishnan Tampi, 

B. A. 

19. The Sanskrit College is purely a State institution which 
is not affiliated to the University of Madras, and consists of a 
college course, the Sastra section, and a high school course, the 
kavya and Veda sections. Diplomas are awarded to those who 
pass in the final Upadhyaya and Mahopadhyaya examinations 
conducted by an external board of examiners ; and the curri¬ 
culum has been designed so as to leaven the study of ancient 
literature and sciences by a knowledge of English and modern 
scientific criticism. The Sastra section consists of the 
Upadhyaya and Mahopadhyaya classes, comprising courses of 
two and three years, respectively, in the three branches of 
Tarka, , Jyotisha and Vyakarana- The strength of the S aslra 
section was 53 at the end of 1105, two less than at the end of 
1104, of whom 2 were women students, against 5 in I 104. 
The strength of the Kavya section fell from 410 in 11 04 to 31 5, 
and of the Veda section from 64 to 54. There were 24 women 
students in the Kavya section against 30 in the year previous. 
One student, who passed first in the first class in the Maho¬ 
padhyaya examination, was awarded the Dewan Rama Rao’s 
Sanskrit prize and the Sivasankara Pillai memorial prize. The 
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Council of Visitors conducted the annual inspection of the 
college and also met in connection with the examinations. The 
receipts for the year amounted to Rs. 137 and the expenditure 
to Rs. 21,287. 

20. The total expenditure on college education, excluding 
the Sanskrit college, was Rs. 4,00,105, while the receipts 

amounted to Rs. 1,39,521. The net ex- 
Expendilure on penditure on University education was thus 
University Edit- Rs. 2,60,586. The gross expenditure on 
cation. college education formed 9'48 per cent, of 

the total expenditure of the Education 
Department, against 9'58 per cent, in 1104. The receipts 
from the departmental colleges formed 16'11 par cent, of the 
total receipts, as against 16'24 per cent, in 1104. 

English Education. 

21. The number of English schools in the State rose from 
238 in 1104 to 246 in 1105, and their strength from 50,303 to 

53,701. Thus there was an increase of 
Number and 8 in the number of institutions and of 3,398 
strength of En- in the number of pupils under instruction, 
glish S chools- against an increase of 10 institutions and 
2,153 pupils in 1104. The total number 
of departmental English schools remained the same as in the 
three previous years, viz-, 41, but j the total strength in them at 
the end of 1105 was 653 more than at the end of 1 1 04. The 
number of private aided schools fell from 77 in 1104 to 69 in 
1105 and their strength decreased by 2,376. The increase in 
the number of schools was, as in the previous year, entirely un¬ 
der private unaided institutions, which rose in number by 16 and 
in strength by 5,1 21. The number of English high schools rose 
by 3 and the pupils under instruction in them 
High Schools. by 2,144, the cori esponding figures for the 
previous year being 2 and 693 respectively. 
The number of English Middle schools increased by 5 and the 
strength in them by 1,254, against 8 and 1,460, respectively, 
in 1104. In 1084, there were 28 high schools, of which 7 
were departmental and 21 private, with a total strength of 10,925 
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of which 3,014 were in the former and 7,911 in the latter. 
One of these was a departmental high school for girls with 468 
pupils and 2 were private high schools for girls with 396 pupils. 
In 1 105, there were 70 high schools of which 22 were depart¬ 
mental and 48 private, with a total strength of 31,694, of which 
13,030 were in the former and 18,664 in the latter. There 
was in 1105 one departmental high school for girls and 14 
private high schools for girls. There were, in 1084, 81 middle 
schools, of which 18 were departmental and 
Middle Schools. 63 private, with a total strength of 6,939, 
of which 2,440 were in the former and 
4,499 in the latter. There was then no departmental middle 
school for girls, but there were 7 private middle schools for 
girls. In 1105, there were 176 middle schools, of which 19 
were departmental and 157 private, with a total strength of 
22,007, of which 2,940 were in departmental schools and 
19,067 in private schools. Five of them were departmental 
middle schools for girls and 16 private middle schools for girls. 
The remarkable increase in the number of high schools and 
middle schools during the past 21 years is an indication of the 
ardent desire of the people for English education. Comparing 
the figures for 1 104 and 1 105, it is seen 
S trength. that the total number of pupils under in¬ 

struction in boys’ schools rose from 44,270 
to 47,261 and in girls’ schools from 6,033 to 6,440. Of the 
total number of pupils in English schools, oiz-, 53,701, the 
departmental schools contained 15,970 pupils and the pri¬ 
vate schools, both aided and unaided, 37,731 pupils, their per¬ 
centage in 1105 to the total strength being 30 and 70 respec¬ 
tively as in the previous year. The facilities for secondary edu¬ 
cation for girls not having kept pace with 
Girls in Boys' the demand for the same and social senti- 

English Schools. ments not being against co-education, 

there has always been a fair percentage of 
girls under instruction in English schools for boys in places 
where separate institutions for girls are not in existence. In 1105, 
there were 5,725 girls studying in English schools for boys 
against 5,117 in 1104. The largest number of girls studying 
in departmental boys’ schools was in the Neyyattinkara high 
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school for boys, followed by the high school at Kayankulam, 
their strength being 157 and 141 respectively. In II of the 
English high schools for boys, more than 60 girls in each were 
under instruction during the year. 

22. Medical inspection of the pupils was conducted in all 
the departmental schools and in five of the private schools. The 

number of pupils who were examined (or the 
Medical Inspection, first time was 3,628 of whom 2,898 were 
in departmental schools and 730 in private 
schools, the corresponding figures for M 04 being 3,095,2,626 
and 469 respectively. The inspection was repeated in the case 
of 1,832 pupils, of whom 100 belonged to private schools. Steps 
were taken by the department during the year to impress on the 
managers of private institutions the extreme importance of the 
medical examination of school children. 

23. The number of candidates who appeared for the En¬ 
glish School Leaving Certificate examination held at the end of 

the school year 1929-30 was 3,674 of 

English School whom 489 were girls. Certificates were 
Leaving Certi- issued to 3,259 candidates; and of these, 
ficateExamination. 1,370 were, according to the rules issued 
by the University of Madras, declared eli¬ 
gible for adimission to colleges. Of these, 129 were girls. Of 
the successful candidates, 696 were admitted to the University 
courses of study in the Government and private colleges in the 
State. 

24. The total expenditure on English education was 
Rs. 8,23,939, against Rs. 8,26,038 in I I 04. This includes 

an outlay of Rs. 1,54,842 on private 

Expenditure on schools, against Rs. 1,43,332 in I 104. 
English Education. The receipts from English schools rose from 
Rs. 3,54,807 to Rs. 3,57,352. The net 
expenditure was thus Rs. 4,66,587 in 1105 against 
Rs. 4,71,231 in 1104. English schools contributed 41 per 
cent, of the income and accounted for 19" 5 per cent, of the ex¬ 
penditure on the Education Department. The gross average 
cost per pupil for all the departmental English schools taken 
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together was Rs. 41 "9 and the net cost Rs. I9‘6, against 
Rs. 44’6 and Rs. 21 '5, respectively, in 1104. 

Vernacular Education. 

25. The number of vernacular schools was 3,332 in 1105, 
against 3,330 in 1104. The number of pupils under instruc¬ 
tion rose from 488,424 to 508,537. The 

Number and number of institutions rose by 2 and their 
Strength of Vex- strength by 20,1 13. Of these, 2,867 were 
nacular Schools. boys’ schools with a total strength of 

427,719. The girls' schools numbered 
465 and their strength was 80,818. Of the boys’schools, 243 
were high and middle schools with a strength of 93,699. The 
primary schools numbered 2,624 and the attendance in them 
334,020. High and middle schools for girls numbered 99 and 
had a strength of 31,259, while the primary schools for girls 
numbered 366 with a strength of 49,559. The total number of 
departmental schools decreased by 2 from 1,019 to 1,017, the 
decrease being under primary schools. Of these, 794 were 
boys’ schools and 223 girls’ schools. The number of depart¬ 
mental high and middle schools for boys was 161 with a 
strength of 70,952, while there were 65 such schools for girls 
with 20,988 pupils under instruction. Departmental primary 
schools for boys numbered 633 with a strength of 124,448 and 
departmental primary schools for girls numbered 158, their 
strength being 23,787. The strength of primary schools, de¬ 
partmental as well as private, increased from 370,050 in 1104 
to 383,579 in 1105 or by 13,529. The increase occurred 
both in boys’ and girls' schools and in departmental as well as 
private schools. The aggregate increase in the strength of 
vernacular schools in 1105 was 20,113 as against 23,280 in 
1104. The strength of pupils attending the lowest classes in 
all the vernacular schools represents 32*39 per cent, of the total 
strength in such schools. This percentage diminishes to 24‘64 
in class II, 20*21 in class III, 14 in class IV, 4'13 in class V, 
2*37 in class VI and 2*11 in class VII. In classes VIII and 
IX, the percentages were 0 - 07 and 0 - 08 respectively. During 
the year, complete primary schools increased in number by 48, 
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while incomplete primary schools decreased by 61 Complete 
middle schools increased by 4 and incomplete middle schools by 
10. The number of girls attending vernacular schools for boys 
was 133,663, against 127,128 during 1104. 

26. The total number of candidates for the Vernacular 
School Leaving Examination was 5,892, of whom 4,180 were 

boys and 1,712 girls. The number of 

Vernacular successful candidates was 1,514, of whom 
School Leaving 1,105 were boys and 409 girls. The per- 
Examinalion. centage of success was 26. 

27. The Teachers’ Associations form a special feature of 
vernacular schools. These associations of teachers employed in 

vernacular schools have been organised for 
Teachers’ Asso- educational areas, with a view to provide 
ciations. opportunities for the untrained teachers to 

learn modern educational methods and 
become acquainted with up-to-date literature. One working 
day in the month is set apart for the meetings of these associations, 
at which model lessons, lectures on educational topics, etc , are 
given by qualified teachers. In 1105 u. u., 10,983 teachers 
belonging to 2,574 schools and 165 associations mat on the 
whole 1,281 times, making an average of eight meetings in the 
year for each association. The parcentage of attendance was 
80'8. Compared with the figures for 1104, the number of associ¬ 
ations increased by two, but the number of members fell by 555. 
The number of meetings also showed a slight decrease, viz., 5, 
but the percentage of attendance increased by 5‘3- 

28. There has always been a tendency for pupils in classes, 
V, VI and VII of vernacular middle schools to migrate to 

English schools; and for the benefit of such 

English in Ver- students, English has been made a compel- 
nacular Schools. sory subject in certain selected vernacular 
schools, where the demand justified it. The 
number of vernacular schools in which English was so taught 
was 13, the same as in 1104. 267 candidates from these 

schools and 4 private candidates offered compulsory English for 
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the Vernacular School Leaving Examination of 1105, of whom 
144 passed in English, 60 of whom passed in full. There were 
also two Anglo-Vernacular schools at Arudai and Devicolam 
under departmental management. 

29. There was provision for the teaching of Arabic in 188 
vernacular schools during 1105, of which 100 were departmental 
schools and 88 private. Of these, 26 were 
Teaching of middle schools, 158 primary schools and 4 
Arabic in Verna- night schools. Arabic was taught as an 
cular Schools. optional subject in 26 schools, of which 25 
were departmental schools and one private. 

' 30. Tamil is the spoken language of the taluks of Tovala, 
Agastisvaram and Shencottah. In view of this, Malayalam was 
being replaced by Tamil in the educational 
Tamil Education, institutions in these taluks. The total num¬ 
ber of vernacular schools in which Tamil 
was taught in 1105 was 46, which was two less than in 1104. 
But the number of pupils under instruction in these schools, rose 
from 8,156 in 1104 to 8,273 in 1 105. The number of depart¬ 
mental schools which were formerly Malayalam schools, but 
which have since been converted into Tamil schools, was 28. 
In 1105, there were in all 185 teachers with Tamil qualifications 
against 1 77 in 1104, distributed among 46 schools. 

31. The total expenditure on vernacular school education, 
exclusive of the expenditure on the inspecting staff or the training 
institutions :for vernacular school teachers, 
Expenditure on rose from Rs. 24,12,894 in 1104 to 
Vernacular Edu- Rs. 24,41,006. The expenditure on depart- 
cation. mental schools amounted to Rs. 16,67,456 

and on grants-in-aid to private schools 
Rs. 7,73,550. The receipts during the year amounted to 
Rs. 1,69,477. The expenditure on vernacular school education 
formed 57*83 per cent, of the total expenditure on education in 
1105, against 5779 per cent, in 1104. 
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32. The special staff appointed for giving effect to the revision 
of pay of the departmental vernacular school teachers and for the 

revision of grants of private vernacular school 
Revision of pay teachers began work on the 20th Tulam 
of Vernacular 1105. The work in connection with the 

School Teachers. revision of the pay of departmental school 

teachers, which was taken up first, was 
divided into two parts, viz., the fixing of the pay of each teacher 
according to the revised rate so as to enable him to draw it from 
the date on which it was revised, and secondly, the disbursement 
of arrears of pay to those teachers, calculated on the revised rates 
from 1st Chingom 1104, from which date the revision of salaries 
was proposed to be given effect to. The pay of the teachers in 
all the vernacular schools for boys and in all, except one, of the 
schools for girls was revised during 1105. The work relating 
to the disbursement of arrears of pay was also taken in hand during 
the year and bills of 228 schools were passed and transmitted for 
pre-audit. The revision of grants of the private vernacular 
schools for boys was also taken up and grants to 1,886 schools 
were revised during the year. 

Female Education. 

33. The number of recognised educational institutions rose 
from 516 in 1104 to 525 in 1105 or by 9; and the total 

number of girls under instruction, including 
N umber and those attending boys' schools and colleges, 
strength of Eda- increased from 203,699 to 21 5,1‘90 or by 
calional Instihi- 1 1,491. XDf the institutions, 231 were 

lions for Girls. departmental and 294 private, 7 alone of the 
latter being private unaided. The increase 
in the number of institutions was entirely under private aided 
schools. Of the 215,190 girls under instruction in 1105, 
139,631 were attending institutions for boys, the corresponding 
figures for 1104, being 203,699 and 132,471 respectively. 
The proportion of girls to boys attending schools and colleges 
was 1:1 ‘643 in 1105 against 1:1 '673 in II04. 
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34. The distribution of girls amongst the various classes qf 
institutions in 1104 and 1105 is exhibited in 
Distribution of the following table 
Girls according to 
Stage of Educa¬ 
tion. 


Institutions. 

Number under 
instruction in 

Variation 
in 1 1 05. 


1104. 

I 1105. 


Colleges 

English Schools 

Vernacular Schools 

Special Schools 

23 8 ! 

11,150' 

190,786 

1,525 

236 

12,165 

201,286 

1,503 

—2 
+ 1,015 
+ 10,500 
-22 

T otal 

203,699 

215,190 

+ 11,491 


Of the 236 women students attending colleges, 17 4 were 
in the College for Women, 34 in the College of Science, 12 in 
the College of Arts, 11 in the Training College, 2 in the San¬ 
skrit College and 3 in the Scott Christian C ollege, Nagercoil. 

35. Of the 489 girls who appeared for the English School 
Leaving Certificate Examination, 129 girls or 26 per cent, were 

declared eligible for admission to University 
Examination courses of study. The number of girls 

Results. who appeared for the Vernacular School 

Leaving Examination was 1,712, of whom 
409 or 24 per cent, came out successful. 

36. A differentiation in curricula for girls’ schools and boys’ 
schools has been attempted by the inclusion, in the curricula of 

girls’ schools, of such subjects as singing 
Differentiation and sewing and by the maintenance in one 
of Curricula for departmental school, of a special section 
the Sexes. giving a course of instruction in three years 

to senior girls in subjects coming under 
domestic science, such as cooking, sick-nursing, first aid and 
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needle-work. Domestic economy has been included as a n 
optional subject in two of the public examinations conducted by 
the department, oiz., the English School Leaving Certificate 
and the Vernacular School Leaving Examinations, and candidates 
for these examinations have now been permitted also to offer either 
Indian or European Music as an optional subject, particularly 
in view of the affiliation of the Women’s College in Indian 
Music for the Intermediate in Arts course. Special examina¬ 
tions have also been organised by the department for testing the 
proficiency of applicants for the posts of music teachers and 
sewing mistresses in girls’ schools and these appointments have 
been restricted to persons qualifying themselves in those 
examinations. 

37. Co-education or the education of boys and girls in the 
same institution is permitted in almost all boys’ schools, with the 
result that the number of girls studying in 

Co-education, boys’ schools is far larger than the number 
of girls studying in girls’ schools. A 
vernacular school for girls might admit boys in the lower 
primary classes, but in the higher classes of girls' schools boys 
are not admitted. In the colleges in Trivandrum, co-education is 
allowed in those subjects in which the Women’s College does 
not offer instruction. Girls enjoy the half-fee concession, irres¬ 
pective of their economic status, in all departmental institutions; 
and when they get the same concession in private or aided 
schools, their managements, are compensated to the extent of three- 
fourths of such concession by the department. In the preceding 
paragraphs, the extent to which co-education has spread in 
the State has] been briefly indicated. Latterly, the number of 
women students attending the Arts and Science Colleges has 
been on the wane, as the Women’s College offers instruction 
in all the subjects for the Intermediate course provided for in 
the former colleges and for the B. A. Degree in three subjects. 
In the English and vernacular schools for boys, the number of 
girls under instruction has been steadily on the increase. In 
1096 r the number of girls attending English schools for boys 
was 2,239 and of those attending vernacular schools for boys 
75,037; in 1105, their number rose to 5,725 and 133,663, 
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respectively. The percentages of women students to the total 
number of students attending colleges rose from 8 to 9, those 
in English schools from 22 to 23 and those in vernacular 
schools from 39 to 40. There was a larger number of girls in 
private institutions than in departmental ones, and the pro¬ 
portionate rise during the last decade was also greater in them. 
The prevalence of co-education even in vernacular schools for 
Mahomedans, which will be evident from the figures furnished 
in a subsequent paragraph of this chapter, is significant. It 
has already been mentioned at the commencement of this chapter 
that the system of co-education was coeval with the institution 
of village schools and that it did not require any patronage or 
inducement for its progress and development in view of the faci¬ 
lities afforded therefor by family and communal traditions. The 
system has been responsible for the remarkable spread of 
female education in the State; and but for it, the problem of 
providing education to more than 215,000 of girls now under¬ 
going instruction in the State by the provision of separate insti¬ 
tutions for them in the different stages of instruction, would 
have assumed serious proportions. 

Special School Education. 

38. In addition to the Training College where graduates 
and undergraduates are trained, there are also itraining schools 
where holders of Vernacular School Leav- 
Training Schools, in g Certificates, Vernacular Higher Exami¬ 
nation Certificates and English School 
Leaving Certificates are trained. The training institutions for 
vernacular schools are of two grades, tdz ., the higher and the 
lower. The course of training in all these institutions extends 
to one academic year. The total number of training schools at 
the end of 1105 was 18, one less than at the end of 1104, one 
private training school, viz., Palkulmgara St. Mary’s Train¬ 
ing School, having been closed on account of the Manager’s 
inability to conduct the institution on proper lines, in spite of the 
generous help rendered by the department. Ten of these were 
departmental and the other eight private aided ; five among them 
were of the higher grade and the remaining thirteen of the lower 
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grade. ' Four of these 18 institutions were for women, of which 
one was departmental and the other 3 private aided, the former 
and one of the latter teing of the higher grade. The total 
number of teachers under training in these schools during the 
year was 332, of whom 86 were women. 

59. Even after the creation of the Industries Depart¬ 
ment, the Education Department has retained a few technical 
schools for girls under the control of the 
Technical Inspectress of Girl’s Schools, in which in- 
Schools. struction is imparted in such subjects as 

lace-making, embroidery and weaving. The 
number of such schools during the year was 19 and their 
strength 1,243, the corresponding figures for 1104 being 18 and 
1,290 respectively. 

40. The Reformatory School is the institution to which under 
the law juvenile offenders are sent for purposes of correction, 

and facilities are provided there not only for 

The Reform- the development of character, but for the im- 
atory School. parting of general education and the rudi¬ 
ments of some art or industry that would 
enable the inmates, when discharged, to earn their livelihood. 
The number on the rolls at the end of 1104 was 29. Of these, 7 
were released during the year, as they had served their full term 
of detention in the school. There were 4 new admissions during 
the year. Thus the strength at the end of 1105 was 26. In¬ 
struction was given during the year in printing, binding, weaving, 
drawing, agriculture and gardening and music. Instruction in 
tailoring was abolished during the year, the same being replaced 
by weaving. The boys were taken on an excursion to Pechi- 
para during the year. The Committee of Visitors held two 
meetings in 1 105. The expenditure on the institution in 
1 105 amounted to Rs. 10,712 and the receipts to Rs. 334, 
against Rs. 9,739 and Rs. 403, respectively, in 1104. 

41. Reference has already been made to the Kaoya and 
Veda sections attached to the Sanskrit College. Their strength 

was 369 in 1105, 31 5 in the Kaoya section 

Sanskrit Schools, and 54 in the Veda section. Of the 
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former, 24 were girls. Besides these, there were 14 private 
schools, 12 Sanskrit and 2 Vedic schools, against 15 schools 
in 1 104, and they had an aggregate strength of 1,740 in 1105, 
against 1,514 in 1104. 

Education of Special Classes. 

42. Special schools have been provided ifor the benefit of 
certain communities, chiefly because those communities require 
separate treatment on religious or social 

General■ grounds. 

43- There were four special schools for the education of 
members of (Cshatriya families, viz., at Mavelikara, Aranmula, 
Poonjar and Pantalam. The one at Mave- 

Kshaliiyas. likara is an English middle school and 

the others primary schools. They had an 
aggregate strength of 62 boys and 26 gi rls. 

44. The number of Malaysia Brahmins under instruction in 
1105 was 1,082, against 979 in 1104. Government conti¬ 
nued to maintain the special school at 

Malayala Kunnattur for the use of the members of this 

Brahmins• community. The strength of the school 

stood at 61 at the end of 1105, against 
49 at the end of 1104. One of the students was a girl. The 
male students of the school continued to receive instruction 
in the Vedas. A boarding house is attached to the school. 
Boarding and instruction were free. The expenditure to the 
Government on account of the boarding charges was 
Rs. 3,540 and the aggregate cost of maintaining the school, 
including the staff, amounted to Rs. 9,143. 

45. Special inducements have for some years now been 
offered to Mahomedan pupils, not merely by giving them, 

irrespective of poverty, the half-fee conces- 

Mahomedans. sion, but by providing in schools in which 
there are sufficient numbers uf Mahomedan 
pupils, a qualified Koran teacher or Arabic Munshi. Special 
schools for Mahomedan pupils exclusively have been opened in 
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certain areas, and a high school for the special benefit of the 
community exists at Alleppey. There is further a Mahomedan 
Inspector of Schools for the inspection of Arabic and Koran 
teaching in schools and for encouraging generally the spread of 
education amongst the members of the community. Special 
scholarships have been instituted by the Government for Maho¬ 
medan studentsi in colleges, English schools and vernacular 
schools. The total number of Mahomedans under instruction in 
all classes of institutions together at the end of 1105 was 
19,269, against 18,372 in 1104. The strength of the English 
High school at Alleppey rose from 109 in 1104 to 114 in 1105. 
It is gratifying to note that the strength of the school which had 
been decreasing during the previous years showed an increase, 
small though it be. The fee income was negligible, and the net 
cost to Government on account of the school was Rs. 10,648, 
which works up to a per capita expenditure of Rs. 94 per 
annum. The education of Mahomedan girls also received 
attention. The department maintained 3 primary schools for 
girls and there were in addition 7 aided vernacular schools, one 
of which was a middle school. These schools had a total 
strength of 825 girls and 154 boys. Of these, all except 101 
girls were in the three lowest classes of the primary schools. 

46. The number of Parayas and Pulayas under instruction 
showed a slight fall. Paraya pupils decreasedJrom 4,465 to 
4,425 or by 40, and Pulaya pupils from 

Depressed 14,390 to 14,373 or by 17. There were 

Classes. 63 Paraya pupils and 121 Pulaya pupils in 

English schools; 128 of the former and 
344 of the latter were in vernacular middle schools, after com¬ 
pleting the primary school course. The number of Kurava 
pupils rose from 1,821 to 2,310 or by 489, and of these, 6 were 
in English schools and 18 in vernacular middle schools. 
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Miscellaneous. 

47. In addition to the Government hostels attached to the 
Science and Arts Colleges, the Women’s College and the 
Training College, there were the following 
Hostels and private hostels, aided by Government, at 
Boarding Houses. Trivandrum :— 


No. | Name of Hoste 


! Rs. 

53 I 325 


3 ! The Catholic Hostel ...! 27 372 

4 ! The Holy Angels’ Convent j 

Hostel .... 21 j 162 

5 | The Y. W. C. A. Hostel for 
I Women 

I 

6 I The S. N. V. Sadanam Hostel fot 

Girls 


There were 72 students in residence at the end of 1105 in 
the Collegiate Hostel, of whom 54 were from the College of 
Science and 18 from the College of Arts. In the Collegiate 
Hostel at Taikad, there were 28 students in residence, all of 
whom belonged to the Arts College. 28 women students were 
in residence in the Women’s College Hostel, of whom 21 were 
students of the College for Women, 2 of the Arts College 
and 5 of the Science College. Of these, 13 were Nayars, 8 
Ezhavas and 7 Christians. There were 33 students in residence 
in the Training College Hostel, of whom 20 were Christians, 
10 Brahmins and 3 Nayars. The St. George's Hostel, which 


55 ; 1,200 
22 ! 216 


1 iThe Wills’ Hostel (L. M. s.) 

2 | The Y. M. C. A. Hostel 


Str f n ngth ( Grant 
1105 ! 1105 
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was working during the previous year, ceased to exist. The 
Muslim Hostel also was not working during the acade¬ 
mic year 1929-30, but was re-opened on the 1st July 
1930 and had i6 boarders at the end of 1103. It did 
not receive any grant during the year. The new building 
of the Y. W. C. A- Hostel was formally opened by and 
named after Her Excellency Lady Irwin on the Bth Decem¬ 
ber 1929. There were also hostels and boarding houses 
attached to educational institutions in mofussil stations. The 
Students’ Hostel at Vazhapalli and the Saraswathivilasom Hostel 
at Changanacherry together provided accommodation (or 75 
students of the St. Berchman’s College at Changanacherry. 
349 students were in residence in the hostels attached to the 
four private colleges, three of which were in receipt of grants 
from Government for the hostels. The Boarding House attach¬ 
ed to the Special English Middle School at Mavelikara had 36 
boarders in 11 05, and the one attached to the Kunnattur Special 
School for Malayala Brahmins had 55 boarders. In the board¬ 
ing houses attached to 33 private English schools, 1,211 
pupils were in residence. Besides, there were 9 boarding 
houses with an aggregate strength of 786 attached to girls’ 
schools and 8 boarding houses with a total strength of 435 at¬ 
tached to vernacular schools for boys. 

48. The number of orphanages working during the year was 9 
and their total strength 736. Of these, 390 were in the Infant 

Jesus Orphanage, Mulagumud. Seven of 
Orphanages. these orphanages received grants aggregating 
to Rs. 2,721. 

49. The expenditure incurred during the year on account of 
scholarships paid by Government and stipends paid to teachers 

of departmental schools under training 
Scholarships amounted to Rs. 72,163, of which 

and Stipends. Rs. 42,755 was on account of scholarships 

and Rs. 29,408 on account of stipends, the 
corresponding figures for 1104 being Rs. 85,31 7, Rs.43,055 
and Rs. 42,262, respectively. The decrease is mainly under 
stipends and is due to the number of teachers selected from 
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departmental schools being smaller than in the preceding year. 
His Highness the Maha Raja’s Scholarships, tenable in English 
schools and colleges, amounted to Rs. 30,818, of which 
Rs. 19,018 was disbursed in English schools for boys and girls 
and Rs. 11,800 in the Government and private colleges. The 
expenditure on account of Mahomedan scholarships amounted to 
Rs. 3,958. Over and above the sum of Rs. 29,408 spent on 
stipends for teachers deputed for training from departmental 
schools, an expenditure of Rs. 25,436 was incurred during 
the year on account of grants-in-aid towards stipends to teachers 
selected from non-departmental schools, against Rs. 18,446 
in 1104. 

50. The number of endowments made for educational pur¬ 
poses up to the end of 1105 was 41, yielding, under annual 
interest, a total value pf Rs. 9,984. The 

Endowment s. endowments are founded for various pur¬ 

poses, the chief being for the award of 
scholarships, medals and prizes. Endowed scholarships to the 
total value of Rs. 5,724 were disbursed during the year, distri¬ 
buted among the departmental colleges and English schools. Of 
these, special mention may be made of the ‘ ‘ Rajagopalachari 
Ammukutty Scholarship ” amounting to Rs. 910, tenable in the 
College for Women, the rules for the administration and award 
of which were sanctioned during the year- Mention may also 
be made of “ Sowbhagyavati Rajema Bai poor schoolboys’ 
feeding endowment ” founded by Rao Sahib T. Padmanabha 
Rao, amounting to Rs. 35,625, and yielding an annual value of 
Rs. 1,099-8-0, intended for the supply of mid-day meals to the 
poor pupils of the Sri Mula Vilasom School, Trivandrum. It 
is seen from the report of the administration committee of the 
endowment that free noon-meal was supplied to poor pupils, be¬ 
longing to various communities, on 1 52 working days during the 
year, the average number of pupils fed per day being 597. The 
total expenditure incurred on this account during the year was 

Rs. 991. 
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51. As in the previous year, fee concessions were granted 
to the pupils of the depressed classes, to poor pupils of the back- 

ward communities and also to poor pupils 
Fee Concessions, of all classes. During the year, the privi¬ 
lege of fee concession in vernacular schools 
was newly extended to two more communities, viz., theChakkas 
and the Sakravas. The cost to Government on account of these 
concessions, so far as departmental institutions were concerned, 
was Rs. 88,847, of which a revenue of Rs. 1,731 was sacrificed 
in the colleges, Rs. 67,536 in English schools and Rs. 19,580 
in vernacular schools. The managements of private institutions, 
which allowed the same fee concessions as in departmental 
schools, were reimbursed to the extent of 75 per cent, of the ioss 
incurred thereby, and a grant amounting to Rs. 90,404 was dis¬ 
bursed under this head. Thus the total cost to Government on 
account of fee concessions in departmental and private schools 
together was Rs. 1,79,251 in 1105 against Rs. 1,65,108 in 
1104, the increase being mainly due to a larger number of pri¬ 
vate institutions participating in the scheme. 

52. Instruction in manual training continued to be given in 
the Training College and in the Model School attached to it. 

As in previous years, all graduates and 
Manual Train- undergraduates under training received 
ing and Spinning, instruction in manual training. Also (656 
pupils in the Model School (including the 
primary section) in classes from and below Form IV were given 
instruction in the subject. The other institutions in which 
manual training was taught were the Sri Mula V ilasom School, 
Trivandrum, the English High School for Girls, Trivandrum, 
and the Higher Grade Training School for Women, Trivandrum. 
Besides, there was provision for the teaching of the subject in all 
the departmental English middle schools for boys and girls 
except the middle school for girls at Mavelikara, all departmental 
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vernacular high and middle schools for boys and vernacular 
middle schools for girls and all the departmental training schools 
for men. An additional batch of 12 women teachers was selected 
during the year for instruction in manual training in the Higher 
Grade Training School for Women, with a view to replace the 
men now teaching the subject in girls’ schools. Spinning as a 
form of manual training, which was introduced as an experi¬ 
mental measure six years back, was continued in the 16 boys’ 
schools and 6 girls’ schools in which it was originally started. 

53. From 1092, grants-in-aid are being given to reading 
rooms and libraries to encourage adult education. The control 

of these institutions is now vested in the 

Libraries and Assistant Inspectors of English Schools. Of 
Reading Rooms■ the 46 reading rooms and libraries, 31 were 
given grants-in-aid during 1105. The total 
grant amounted to Rs. 2,610 against Rs. 2,478 in 1104. 

54. There is no night school under departmental manage¬ 
ment. The number of private night schools fell from 30 in 1104 

to 19 in 1105 and their strength from 939 

Night Schools, to 528. Thus the decrease in the number 
of institutions and their strength was 11 and 
411, respectively, against 17 and 508 in 1104. The general 
laxity in the management of these private institutions is mainly 
responsible for the decline in their number and strength. 

55. The English Text Book Committee and the Vernacular 
Text Book Committee, both of which consisted of official as 

well as non-official members, continued to 
Text Book Com- function during the year. The former 
mittees, examined 747 books and the latter 318 
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56. The Educational Museum and Bureau, attached to the 
Training College, Trivandrum, was opened in 1911 with a view 

to provide up-to-date literature relating to 

Educational Mu- modern educational ideals and methods. 
seum and Bureau. Provision is made {or lending books from 
the institution not only to teachers resident 
in Trivandrum, but also to those in the mofussil. 446 volumes 
were added to the institution in 1105 thus making the total 
number of books at the end of the year 15,428, of which 3,551 
were in Indian languages. The number of volumes lent was 
8 , 221 . 

57. Though the scout movement was introduced in the 
schools of the State many years ago, it was only with the appoint¬ 
ment of a State Commissioner and the forma- 

Boy Scouts and tion of a Scout Headquarters at # Trivan- 
Girl Guides' drum, four years ago, that the movement 

made any real advance. Scouting in Tra- 
vancore received great encouragement when His Highness the 
Maha Raja was pleased to accept the office of Chief Scout of the 
State. During the years 11 04 and 11 05, there was a great in¬ 
crease in the number of scouts in the State. As usual, the Annual 
Rally of the scouts was held at Trivandrum, in connection with 
the birthday of His Highness the Chief Scout in 11 05 also. The 
Girl Guide institution has also been introduced into the State. 
The First Princess is its Chief Guide. Both these organisations 
are receiving substantial contributions from the Government. 

58. The Director of Public Instruction has furnished parti¬ 
culars regarding the instructional institutions conducted qr con¬ 
trolled by departments other than.Education, 

Instructional such as the Industrial, Agricultural, Fishery, 
Institutions under Survey and Ayurveda schools. The total 
other departments . number of pupils under instruction in these 
institutions was3,577in 1105, against 3,662 
in the preceding year. The aggregate net expenditure to the 
State on their account in 1105 was Rs. 42,645 against Rs. 50,391 
in 1104. 
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59. The results of the University examinations 

have been 

adverted to in the paragraphs relating to the 

colleges 

and of the 

English and Vernacula 

ir School Leaving 

Examinations. Certificate Examinations 

in the 

appropriate 

sections devoted to English and 

vernacular 

education. The department also conducted 

other examinations, 

the details of which are furnished in the folk 

>wing st 

atement :— 

! Number of 

i Number 

Name of Examination. j c; 

andidates 

. i “ that 


that 

| passed. 

j appeared. 

'| 

1 Trained Teachers’ Certificate Exa- j 



minations. ! 



(a) Higher Grade (English) -1 

64 

i 42 

(b) Higher Grade (Vernacular) . * 

63 

! 53 

(c) Lower Grade (Vernacular) 

528 

293 

2. Untrained Teachers’ Certificate Exa-, 



minations. 1 



(a) Higher Grade 

56 

31 

( b ) Lower Grade ., 

574 

246 

3. The Needlework and Garment- j 



making Examination. 



(a) For the whole examination . | 

43 

31 

(b) For part only ■ I 

30 

18 

4. Vernacular Higher Examination. 

492 

129 

5. Qualification Test for Teachers in 


1 

iamil Schools. j 


1 

(a) Higher Grade 

5 

I 2 

(J) Lower Grade 

53 

i 11 

6. Arabic Munshies Examination. 



(a) Higher Grade 

22 

4 

(b) Lower Grade 

54 

17 

7, ®Music Test Examination. 



(a) Higher Grade 

41 

14 

( b ) Lower Grade . 

32 

11 
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60. Recurring grants are given for the ordinary maintenance 
of institutions, such as the colleges; English schools, vernacular 

schools, special schools, hostels, reading 

Grants'in-aid. rooms and orphanages. Non-recurring 
grants are also given ip aid of the construc¬ 
tion of buildings and of the equipment of institutions with, labor¬ 
atory appliances, books and furniture. Grants are also given in 
respect of fee concessions granted by the management of private 
institutions, for medical inspection of students and for stipends to 
teachers under training. The number of institutions which were 
in receipt of grants during the year was 2,431 against 2,439 in 
1104. The total amount disbursed as grants was Rs. 8,83,996 
in 1105 against Rs. 8,66,128 in 1104. 

61. The receipts and expenditure of the Education Depart¬ 
ment during the years 1104 and 1105 are shown in the sub- 

Receipis and joined statement:— 

Expenditure. 


Particulars. | 

1104 

1 

1105 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Receipts 

8,26,947 

8,66,111 

Gross Expenditure 

41,75,060 

42,20,800 

Net Expenditure 

33,48.113 

1 

33,54,689 


The receipts rose by Rs. 39,164 and the expenditure by 
Rs. 45,740. The net expenditure increased by Rs. 6,576. 
The average per capita receipt from pupils in departmental insti¬ 
tutions was only Re. 1-4-12 cash per year against Re. 1-14-8 
cash in 1104. The per capita net cost of educating a pupil 
in a departmental institution was Rs. 5-25-2 in 1105 against 
Rs. 6-3-15 in 1104. The average net cost to Government of 
education per head of the population in 1105 according to the 
Census of 1921 was 24 chs. and 4 cash. 
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The Law College. 


Principal. Mr. E. J. John , B. A., B. L. 

62. The Law College, Trivandrum, is among the oldest 
institutions in the State and one of the only two institutions of 

the kind in South India. It had its genesis 
General- in the Law Class attached so long ago as 

1050 m. e. to His Highness the Maha 
Raja's College, Trivandrum. It was soon after affiliated to the 
University of Madras and has been preparing candidates for 
the B. L. Degree examination. It also prepares candidates for 
the Pleadership Examination conducted by the High Court of 
Travancore. The successful candidates in this local examination, 
for which the syllabus has been framed to enable a study of the 
laws in force in the State, are eligible for sannads to practise in the 
civil and criminal courts subordinate to the District and Sessions 
courts. The Pleadership course extends over two years. The 
college is under the control of the High Court, and the Prin¬ 
cipal and the other members of the staff are vakils practising at 
the bar and only part-time professors. Consequent on the report 
issued by the Commission of Inspection appointed by the 
Madras University who inspected the institution during the 
previous year, Government have sanctioned the College, which 
till now imparted only part-time instruction, being converted in¬ 
to a whole-time institution from the beginning of the academic 
year 1931-32. 

63. The total strength of the different classes in the college 
at the end of 1105 was 742, of which 398 were in the B. L. 

class, 231 in the F. L. class and 113 
Strength- in the Pleadership classes. The correspond¬ 

ing figures for 1104 were 740, 394, 240 
and 106, respectively. Owing to the increased strength in the 
B. L. and F. L. classes, these classes had to work with two 
divisions each, as in the previous year. The hostel attached to 
the college had an average of 45 students in residence. 
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64. Out of the 1 56 students who appeared from the college 
for the B. L. Degree examination in April 1930, 17 passed; and 

out of the 1 55 who appeared for the F. L. 

Examination examination, 25 passed, out of whom two 
Results. were placed in the second class. Thirty- 

four students appeared for the Second Grade 
Pleadership examination, and seventeen of them were successful. 

65. The subjoined statement furnishes particulars of the 
receipts from and expenditure on the college (including the 

hostel) during the years 1 104 and 1 105:— 

Receipts and 
Expenditure. 


Particulars. 

1 [ 

1 1104 

1105 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Receipts 

72,737 

83,817 

Expenditure 

35,581 ' 

1 

47,088 

The institution continued to 

be self-supporting. 




CHAPTER XIII. 


LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT. 


Local self-government in Travancore is represented by the 
several municipalities created under the provisions of the Tra¬ 
vancore Municipal Regulation, V of 1095. 

History. The earliest piece of legislation in the 

matter was Regulation II of 1069. Prior 
to that, a set of rules passed in 1053 governed the subject of 
sanitation and other matters connected with the improvement 
of towns. The rules applied only to the town of Trivandrum 
and regulated only certain matters relating to conservancy. 
They had not the force of law and were not comprehensive 
enough to meet the growing needs of the Capital and the im¬ 
portant mofussil towns. The Regulation passed in 1069 to 
provide for the conservancy and improvement of towns created. 
Town Improvement Committees and town funds; but the powers 
of the Committees were limited and their duties confined to the 
supervision of sanitary arrangements. The Committees had no 
power of taxation. Five Committees, viz., those at Trivandrum, 
Nagercoil, Quit on, Alleppey and Kottayam, were appointed 
under this Regulation. The number of members on these 
Committees varied from 5 to 9 with a permanent bfficial majority. 
This Regulation was superseded by Regulation III of 1076, 
which authorised local taxation with the previous sanction of 
Government and thereby enabled the Committees to augment 
their resources and widen the scope of their usefulness. The 
experience gained in the working of the above Regulation, the . 
demands from the various Committees for greater powers and 
necessary amendments and the progress of local bodies else¬ 
where led to the enactment of the present Regulation on the 
lines of the latest law in force in British India at the time. 
Under this Regulation, Municipal Councils were constituted and 
the maximum official as well as the minimum elected non-official 
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element was fixed at one-third. The scope of municipal activities 
was enlarged and the obligatory and discretionary duties of 
Municipal Councils were defined. 

2. The number of Municipalities in the State remained the 
same as in 1104, viz., 19. The administration of these Muni¬ 
cipalities which have been established in 

Number and the important urban areas is vested in Muni- 

Composition of cipal Councils constituted under the Re- 

Municipal gulation. Seven of the municipal towns 

Councils. are in the Trivandrum Division, 7 in the 

Quilon Division and the remaining 5 in the 
Kottayam Division. The Municipal Councils are composed 
of members, some of whom are elected by the ratepayers and 
others nominated by Government. Of the nominated members, 
some are officials and others non-officials. The chief executive 
authority in these Councils is the President of the Council- 
All the Councils, except that of Trivandrum, have the right of 
electing their own Presidents; and the elections may be from 
amongst the members or from outside. The President of the 
Trivandrum Municipal Council is a whole-time salaried official 
nominated by the Government. The official President appoint¬ 
ed for the Attingal Municipal Council, as a temporary measure, 
continued during the year. The total strength of all the Councils 
on the last day of the year was ithe same as in 1104, viz., 312, 
of whom 193 were elected members and the rest, including 54 
salaried officers', nominated by the Government. 

3. The area comprised within the limits of the Munici¬ 
palities in 1105 was 112f square miles against 111 \ square 

miles in 1104, the increase being due to the 

Area and extension of the municipal limits of Trivan- 

Populalion. drum and Nagercoil. The population, 

according to the census of 1921, was 
326,633. 



4. Each Municipal Council held on an average 26 meetings 
during the year against 25 in 1104. The Nagercoil Munici¬ 
pal Council held the largest number of 

Council meetings, viz., 48; and the smallest number 

Meetings. viz., 12, was held by the Parur Municipal 

Council. 

5. The birth and death rates during the year in all the 
municipal towns together were 40 and 19 against 37 and 19, 

respectively, per mille of the population in 

Vital Statistics 1104. As in 1104, the Attingal Munici- 
and Public pality recorded the lowest birth rate, viz., 

Health. 25 per mille of the population; and the lowest 

death rate, viz. , 8 per mille was also re¬ 
corded in the same Municipality. The infantile mortality was 
70 per mille of registered births against 76 in 1104. The highest 
rate of infantile mortality was recorded in Shencottah, as in 
the three previous years, being 202 against 196 in 1104. 
The lowest was in Quilon being 26. The total number of 
attacks of cholera in all the municipal towns together was 
87 with 52 deaths, against 953 and 488 respectively in 1104. 
The figures for small-pox were 1,176 attacks and 297 deaths. 
Small-pox prevailed in a sporadic form in Trivandrum, 
Alleppey, and Kayankulm. 

6. The number of cases vaccinated during the year in all 
the municipal towns was 52,898 against 39,550 in 1104. Of 

these, 26,305 were primary vaccinations 

Vaccination. and the remaining 26,593 re-vaccinations. 

Primary vaccinations were successful in 97 
per cent, of the cases against 98 per cent, in 1104, the corres¬ 
ponding percentages for re-vaccination being 61 and 55. 

7. The total number of prosecutions launched by the 
Municipal Councils for the infringement of municipal laws and 

rules was 3,991 against 5,615 in 1104. 

Prosecutions. Of these, 1,417 cases ended in conviction. 

The largest number of prosecutions was, as 
in 1104, in Trivandrum, viz., 1,413 and the largest number of 
convictions, viz., 1,004, was also recorded in that Municipality. 
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8. Excluding Government grants, the total receipts for the year 
for all the Municipalities together amounted to Rs. 4,61,816, or 

Rs. 10,929 more than the corresponding 
Finance. amount for the previous year. The grants 

made by the Government amounted to 
Rs. 24,384 against Rs. 14,630 in 1104. 
The increase was due to the fact that the usual grant to the 
Trivandrum Municipality, which was not sanctioned for the year 
1104, was revived in 1105. Inclusive of the grants made by 
the Government, the aggregate receipts of all the Municipal 
Councils amounted to Rs. 4,86,200 against Rs. 4,65,517 for 
1104. Adding to this, the opening balance of Rs, 2,36,738 to 
the credit of the Councils at the beginning of the year, the total 
amount available for expenditure was Rs. 7,22,938, of which 
a sum of Rs. 4,54,298 was spent by the Councils during the 
year, leaving a closing balance of Rs. 2,68,640. The corres¬ 
ponding figures for 1104 were Rs. 7,28,170, Rs. 4,91,432, and 
Rs. 2,36,738. 

9. The main function of municipal administration continued 
to be sanitation and public health. Among the obligatory 

functions devolving on municipalities, light- 
Miscellaneous. ing public streets, vaccination and registra¬ 
tion of births and deaths were attended to 
by all the Municipal Councils. In the field of education, the 
Municipal Council, Alwaye, continued to maintain the English 
Middle School for Girls. The night school maintained by the 
Padmanabhapuram Municipal Council was abolished as it could 
not be worked satisfactorily. The Health Visitors in the 
Nagercoil and Quilon Municipalities and the midwives under the 
Municipal Councils of Trivandrum, Kuzhithura, Mavelikara, 
Alleppey and Kottayam continued to do useful maternity and 
child welfare work. The Nagercoil and Trivandrum Municipal 
Councils started leper clinics for the treatment of lepers. The 
encouragement given to Ayurveda vaidyans within some municipal 
towns by a system of subventions continued during the year. 
At the instance of the Kottayam Municipal Council, a license 
was granted during the year to Mr. Vayaskara Aryan Narayana 
Mooss of Kottayam, for supplying electric energy within the 
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municipal area. Sanction has also been accorded for a length 
of six miles of the town roads being provided with electric lights, 
the cost of installation being defrayed out of municipal funds. 
Since the close of the year, a license was also granted to 
Mr. Kumaraswami, Proprietor, the Pioneer Motor Service, 
Nagercoil, for supplying electric energy to the municipal town 
of Nagercoil. 

10. From the data furnished by the several Municipal 
Councils, it is seen that the incidence of taxation in the form of 
rates and taxes was highest in Kottayam, 
Incidence of oiz., Re. 1-chs. 21-c. 10 and lowest in 
Taxation. Changanachery oiz., 3-chs.-14 cash. Calcu¬ 

lating the incidence in relation to the total 
revenue of Municipalities, the highest rate was in Kottayam, viz-, 
Rs. 3-chs. 11-c. 14 and the lowest in Mavelikara, viz-, 8 chs. 
5 cash. 



CHAPTER XIV. 


HINDU REUOIOUS AND CHARITABLE 
INSTITUTIONS. 

Devaswom Commissioner. Mr. O. S. Ramaswami Aiyar, 
B. A., B. E., C. E. 
(till I2-6-U05). 

Mr. R. Venkfilarama Dikshitar. 
B. A., B. L., B. E„ M. E. 

Mr. O. S. Ramaswami Aiyar continued to be in charge of 
the department till the 12th Makaram 1105, the date of his death. 

Mr. R. Venkatarama Dikshitar, Superintend- 
Personnel. ent. Revenue Survey, was appointed in his 

place and he assumed charge of the department 
on the 4th Meenom 1105, Mr. M. K. Neelakanta Aiyar, Special 
Officer for the standardisation of Paditharams for purificatory 
ceremonies, holding charge during the interval. 

2. In pursuance of the Devaswom Proclamation dated the 12th 
April 1922, the control of the Sirkar Devaswoms, which was 
till then vested in the Land Revenue De- 
General. partment, was taken away from that depart¬ 

ment and vested in the Devaswom Depart¬ 
ment newly formed with effect from the 1 st Chingom 1098. This 
department is entrusted with the administration not only of the 
Sirkar Devaswoms but also of Japadakshina and .i.Oottus or chari¬ 
table institutions, with the exception of the Sri Padmanabhaswami 
temple and the Agrasala at the Capital, and of Personal Deposit 
Devaswoms and of their properties situated in and outside the 
State. The Devaswoms are classified into major, minor and 
petty, according to the scale of expenditure incurred; major De¬ 
vaswoms are those having an annual expenditure of not less than 
Rs. 1,000 each, while minor Devaswoms are those incurring an 
expenditure of Rs, 100 and above but less than Rs. 1,000, and 
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petty less than Rs. IOO annually. Towards the close of 1100, 
the Dewan was relieved of his duties and responsibilities in con¬ 
nection with the administration of the Devaswoms within the pur¬ 
view of the Devaswom Proclamation and their administration 
was entrusted to the Devaswom Commissioner who was made 
directly responsible to Her Highness the Maha Rani Regent, ex¬ 
cept in certain important matters in respect of which the previous 
approval of the Dewan has to be obtained. 

3. A noteworthy feature of the year was the reorganisation 
of the Devaswom Fund establishment, which was given effect 
to from the 1 st Makaram 1105. Several 
Outstanding of the employees of the department were 
Events. ill: paid, their salaries in some cases 

being a few chackrams per mensem, some 
even getting only allowances of cooked rice. But there 
was a superfluity of such low-paid men. At the time of 
the reorganisation, there were 31 men getting remuneration 
under one rupee ; 112 men drawing pay between Re. 1 and 
Rs. 2 ; 149 men between Rs. 2 and Rs. 3 ; 142 men be¬ 
tween Rs. 3 and Rs. 5 ; and 179 men getting over Rs. 5, per 
mensem. Under the new scheme, adjoining Devaswoms were 
grouped together for administrative purposes and formed into 
‘sub-groups’ and each sub-group placed in charge of a decently 
, paid subordinate, called Srikariam or Chandiram. The pay of 
-..jthe staff was suitably revised and enhanced, but their number was 
; substantially reduced. Five men were given a scale of pay of 
Rs. 25-1-30, 12 men Rs. 20-1-25, 129 men Rs. 15-1/2-20, and 
192 men Rs. 10-1 /2-15, the total number of hands being reduc¬ 
ed from 613 to 338. The average annual cost of the establish¬ 
ment according to the new scheme is Rs. 62,558, against the 
original cost of Rs. 38,185. Another important question that 
received the attention of the department during the year was the 
standardisation of padilharams for purificatory ceremonies in 
temples. The absence of. standard padilharams for the conduct 
of the various ceremonies was being keenly felt; and during the 
year one of the Assistant Commissioners was placed on special 
duty to examine the question carefully with the assistance of the 
secretaries of the Tantri Sahha. He submitted his report 
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towards the close of the year and the same is being scrutinised by 
the department. Another important reform sanctioned by Her 
Highness the Maha Rani Regent during the year was the aboli¬ 
tion of the system of Kudifoars (Devadasis) which was in vogue 
for a long time past in some of the Devaswoms of the Suchindram 
and Trivandrum Districts. The reform came into force with 
effect from the 1 st Chingom 1106. Among the several extra¬ 
ordinary ceremonies conducted during the year, special mention 
may be made of the “ Koottu Ghridhadhara ” ceremony and the 
“Pallipana” ceremony, coming off once in 12 years, which were 
successfully conducted in the twelve Siva temples of the Su¬ 
chindram District and in the Ambalapuzha Devaswom, respect¬ 
ively. During the the year, Her Highness the Maha Rani 
Regent visited the Warkalai, the Thiruvaraltukavu and Thrik- 
kadavur Devaswoms and His Highness the Maha Raja visited 
the Vaikam, Thiruvarattukavu and Anandavalleeswaram Deva¬ 
swoms. There was nothing very serious to hamper the smooth 
working of the department during the year, except the trouble 
caused by the entry of a small body of Ezhavas into the Ma- 
yayakshikavu temple premises at Oachira. The matter was under 
enquiry when the year closed. 

4. The number of major, minor and petty Devaswoms remained 
the same as in the previous year, viz-, 132, 369 and 961, res¬ 
pectively. The palhivus in respect of 

Devaswoms — two major Devaswoms, viz., the Thirupathi- 

Major, Minor and saram Devaswom in the Suchindram Dis- 
Petty. trict and the Srivaraham Devaswom in the 

Trivandrum District, were revised during 
the year, involving an additional recurring expenditure of 
Rs. 9,907. Prosposals for the revision of two other Devaswoms, 
viz., Aramboly and Kaviyur, were under scrutiny when the 
year closed. Besides these, the pay of the ,S 'anihikars in 80 
Devaswoms was revised and enhanced, with a view to getting 
properly qualified men, well versed in poojavidhi, for the proper 
and timely conduct of poojas. In the revision of their pay, it 
was possible, in several cases, to place two or three small Deva¬ 
swoms together under one S anthi\aran. Several extraordinary 
Ceremonies like Ashlabandhakalasam, Bala Bimba Pratishta, 
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Draoyakalasam and Jeernodharana kalasam were conducted in 
certain temples. The public made contributions for the renova¬ 
tion of certain Devaswoms as well as for making Tiruvabharanams 
in certain other Devaswoms. The enthusiasm of the people was 
also seen in the support they extended to the officers of the 
department in the successful conduct of large ceremonies like 
the car festivals in south Travancore and the annual Utsaoams in 
central and north Travancore. The system of religious dis¬ 
courses during Utsaoams and other large festivals in important 
temples continued to work satisfactorily. The religious lectures 
delivered by persons well versed in the principles of Hindu re¬ 
ligion, philosophy and culture were appreciated by the public. 
The management of six minor and petty Devaswoms was entrusted 
to private agencies in accordance with the rules prescribed for the 
devolution of management of minor and petty Devaswoms to 
private agency. The services of the agent appointed for the 
management of one of such Devaswoms, oiz., the Ranni Sastha 
temple, had to be dispensed with during the year, as the agent 
became an insolvent. 

5. The renovation and reconstruction of temples is being 
systematically carried out every year according to an approved 
scheme, since the inauguration of the Deva- 
Deoaswom sworn Department, from funds specially 

Maramat. allotted for the purpose every year. The 

work is entrusted to the Maramat Depart¬ 
ment and comprises :— 

(i) original works and special improvements done by the 
Maramat Department; and 

(fi) contribution works under the control of the Maramat 
Department, f. e., works carried out by interested private agencies 
on estimates approved by the Maramat Department, the Deva- 
•swom Department contributing 50 per cent, of the cost in each 


In addition to the above, petty construction and repair 
works to temples are carried out under the supervision of the 
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officers of the Devaswom Department. The following statement 
gives the allotment and expenditure under the above-mentioned 
heads during the years 1104 and 1105 : — 



6. The Special Officer for the verification of Tiruoabha - 
ranams continued his work during the year. He completed 

during the year the verification work of the 
Verification of Bharanipalrams of the Vaikam Devaswom. 
Tiruvabharanams. Besides, the Assistant Commissioners of 

Ambalapuzha and Trivandrum , Districts 
verified during the year the Thiruoabharanams of five and two 
smaller Devaswoms, respectively, under their control. 

7. The Hindu Religious Endowments Regulation, HI of 
1079, provides for the better administration of certain non- 

Sirkar Hindu religious endowments in 
The Hindu Iravancore. Under this Regulation, it is 
Religious competent to the Government to interfere in 

Endowments the affairs of such institutions and assume 
Regulation. their management whenever necessary. 

Enquiries in respect of eight Devaswoms 
were in progress during the year and Government sanction was 
accorded for conducting formal enquiries in respect of six more 
institutions 
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8. Personal Deposit Devaswoms are un-incorporated reli¬ 
gious institutions which came under the control and management 
of the Government at different times and 
Personal under varying circumstances and the ac- 

Deposit Deoa- counts in respect of which are not merged 

swoms . in the general Devaswom accounts but are 

maintained separate and independent. They 
have personal deposit accounts with the Government treasuries. 
The total number of personal deposit institutions remained the 
same as in 1104, air., 56. The most important of these are 

(i) the Kakur estate, a tax-free village in the Ramnad Zemindari, 
which was purchased from the Raja of Ramnad in order to pro¬ 
vide funds for the conduct of certain charities at Thirupullani; 

(ii) the Pattazhi Devaswom ; (iii) the Erumeli and Paschima 
Devaswoms; (iv) the Thuravur Devaswom; (v) the Perumbavur 
Devaswom ; (vi) the Vellayani Devaswom; and (vii) the Peru- 
manom Devaswom in the Cochin State, owned by the Cochin 
Government, the Uchapoojn service in which is conducted by 
the Travancore Government by virtue of the right acquired from 
the Parur Raja by the annexation of that principality to the 
Travancore State. The renovation work of the Mannadi temple, 
a keezheedu of the Pattazhi Devaswom, for which an estimate 
for Rs. 7,600 was sanctioned, was in progress during the year. 
The question of the renovation of the Kandayam temple, another 
keezheedu of the Devaswom, was engaging the attention of the 
department when the year closed. The surplus funds of these 
Devaswoms aggregating to Rs. 3 "82 lakhs at the close of the year 
were deposited in the Government treasuries. 

9. There were 26 elephants (14 cows and 12 tuskers) in 
the possession of the department at the beginning of the year. 

Of these, one tusker died during the year 
Elephants and and another tusker was transferred to the 
other Live stock. Palace Stables in connection with the Mura- 
japam. In the result, there were 24 ele¬ 
phants at the close of the year, consisting of 14 cows and 10 
tuskers. Besides, the department also owned other live-stock 
number! 63, consisting of 1 7 cows, 14 cow calves, 14 bulls, 
1 3 bull calves, 3 peacocks and 2 pea-hens. 
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10. This important State ceremony lasting for 56 days is 
conducted in the Sri Padmanabhaswami Temple at Trivandrum 

once in six years and consists of a round 
The Murajapam of prayers for the welfare of the country 
Ceremony. and its Sovereign. The Murajapam which 

commenced on the 5th Vrischikam 1105 
was the thirty-first of its kind, the first ceremony having been insti¬ 
tuted by His Highness Martanda Varma, the founder of modern 
Travancore, “ with a view to expiate the sins of war and the 
annexation of territories and for the increased welfare and pro¬ 
sperity of his kingdom”. The usual invitations were issued 
to the Vadhyans of the Trichur and Thirunavai Yogams and the 
Vaidikans and other heads of the Malayala Brahmin community 
and they attended the ceremony with their followers. The usual 
arrangements were made for the conduct of the function. As 
the Murajapam came off soon after a serious epidemic of cholera 
in the Trivandrum Division, special sanitary arrangements were 
made for the supply of pure water for drinking and bathing 
purposes. All the tanks in the Murajapam area were drained and 
thoroughly cleansed. Arrangements were made for the installation 
of a chlorination plant by which the source of water supply for 
drinking and cooking purposes was subjected to a most certain, 
scientific, and precise process of purification. Another new 
feature was the electric lighting of the Murajapom area. The 
Lakshadeepam which brought the ceremony to a close attracted a 
larger number of worshippers than usual. The expenditure on 
account of the ceremony of 1105, including certain preliminary 
charges incurred in 1104, amounted to Rs. 4,75,210. 

11. Including the Government contribution, the total receipts 
of the Devaswom Fund amounted to Rs. 16,96,429 against 

Rs. 1 7,74,000 in the year previous. The 
Deoastcom annual Government contribution is accord- 

Fund. ing to the Devaswom Proclamation “not less 

than 40 per cent, of the ayacut and san- 
chayam land revenue of the State”. The total expenditure 
charged to the Fund was Rs. 13,94,912 against Rs. 14,24,344 
during 1104. This does not include the cost of officers and 
establishment of the Devaswom Department which is met from 
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the general revenues of the State. The balance of the Devaswom 
Fund at the end of the year stood at Rs. 27,62,846. This amount 
is deposited in Sirkar Savings Bank. 

12. The sub-joined statement shows the total expenditure on 
Devaswoms and Charities during the years 
Expenditure on 1104 and 1105 over and above the con- 
Devaswoms and tribution of Rs. 16 lakhs made to the Deva- 
Charities- sworn Fund :— 



The Sreepandaravaka and the Agrasala are outside the 
control of the Devaswom Department and are directly under the 
supervision of the Government. The former relates to the affairs 
of the Sri Padmanabhaswami temple. The Agrasala is attached 
tb this temple and deals with matters relating to the daily feeding 
of the Brahmins. The expenditure under these two items is not 
included in the expenditure controlled by the Devaswom Depart¬ 
ment. The total expenditure on Devaswoms and Charities'! 
controlled by the Devaswom Commissioner was Rs, 19,07,390 • 
against Rs. 17,86,074 in 1104. 
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Anchal (State Postal Department). 

Superintendent. Mr- C K. Nagan Pillai, B. A. 

The Sirkar Anchal is one of the earliest institutions in 
the State. Its reorganisation so long ago as 1 784 is the ear¬ 
liest reference to the department in extant 
Early History, authentic records. Its original function was 
confined to the transmission of State covers 
and sundry articles like vegetables, flowers, etc., from mofussil 
stations required for use in the Palace and the Sri Padma- 
nabhaswami Temple, In 1848, the department was thrown 
open to Government servants and petitioners, private covers of 
Government servants and petitions from members of the public 
being carried free. Private covers were accepted from 1860 
and postage on letters, etc., was regulated the next year, 
Registered covers were introduced in 1865 ; Anchal stamps and 
cards in 1888; the Money Order system in 1901 ; the Value 
Payable system in 1906 ; and Savings Bank work in 1912. 

2. At the beginning of the year, there were 287 Anchal 
Offices and 451 letter boxes. During the year, 13 non-depart- 
mental Anchal Offices were newly opened 
Anchal Offices against 16 in 1104. One departmental 
and Letter Boxes. Anchal Office was also established. One • 
non-departmental Anchal Office was con¬ 
verted into a sixth (last) grade departmental Anchal Office and 
two last grade departmental Anchal Offices into non-departmental 
offices. Three non-departmental offices were abolished during 
the year. Seventeen letter boxes were newly established and 
eleven boxes were abolished. Thus the total number of Anchal 



Offices and letter boxes at the end of 1105 was 298 and 457 
respectively; 116 of the former were non-departmental offices ; 
and 37 out of these were in the experimental stage. 

3. The total number of covers posted was 2,09,77,618, an 
increase of 7,53,395 over that of the previous year. The in¬ 
crease was mainly under private covers, 

Covers Posted, which contributed 94 per cent. Of the 
total number, private covers constituted 81 
per cent., official covers 15 per cent., and privileged covers 4 per 
cent, 

4. The number of covers delivered during the year in¬ 
creased from 2,02,48,262 to 2,10,39,479, which gave an average 

of 34,7.19 covers to each peon to deliver 
Delivery of Covers, against 33,860 in 1104. This works up 
to 95 articles for a single peon to deliver 
per diem against 93 in the previous year. Including the covers 
in transmission or pending delivery at the close of 1104, and 
those received from Cochin, the total number of articles for dis¬ 
posal was 2,16,50,782, of which all except 75,975, which 
were in transmission or pending delivery at the close of the year, 
were disposed of. The percentage of disposal during the year 
was 99 - 64 against 99 - 63 in the year previous. 

5. The total number of value payable articles, including 
6,301 articles sent to Cochin, issued during the year was 95,905 

against 93,966 in 1104, Inclusive of the 

Value Pay- balance of 1104 and those received from 
able and Insured Cochin, the department had to deliver in 
Articles- the State 99,252 value payable articles 

during the year against 96,251 in the pre¬ 
vious year. Of these, 71,161 were delivered and 27,132 
were refused and returned to the senders and 959 were pending 
disposal at the end of the year. Insurance work was done in 
1.4 Anchal Offices as in 1104, and 218 articles were insured 
during the year against 189 in the previous year, all of which 
were, delivered.. 
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6. Hundi business was transacted in all the Anchal 
Offices. There were inland hundies, foreign hundies with 

Cochin, Revenue hundies and Government 

Hundies Issued Revenue Remittance hundies. The total 
and Paid. number of hundies of all hinds issued in 

1105 was 3,81,532 for Rs. 48-21 lakhs 
against 3,66,955 for Rs. 48'57 lakhs in 1104. This [included 
the 20,176 foreign hundies for Rs. 2'52 lakhs, i the correspond¬ 
ing figures for I 104 being 1 9,356 and Rs. 2'46 lakhs respect¬ 
ively. The total number of hundies for delivery in the State 
during 1105 was 3,75,541. Of these, 3,72,829 were delivered 
in Travancore, 379 were redirected to Cochin and the remain¬ 
ing 2,333 were pending payment at the close of the year. Tra¬ 
vancore hundies for Rs. 2'49 lakhs were paid in Cochin and 
Cochin hundies for Rs. I'17 lakhs were paid in Travancore. 

7. Savings Bank work was introduced in three more 
Anchal Offices during 1105, thereby raising the number of such 

offices to 104 at the end of the year. There 

Savings Bank- were 81,177 savings bank transactions in 

1105, against 79,135 during the previous 
year. The deposits amounted to Rs. 37'67 lakhs and the with¬ 
drawals to Rs. 38‘30 lakhs, the corresponding figures for 11 04 
being Rs. 39'59 lakhs and Rs. 39'96 lakhs, respectively. The 
balance held by savings banks at the close of the year was 
Rs. 25-99 lakhs. 

8- The number of articles received in the Dead Letter 
Office during the year was 55,000 against 53,200 in 1104. 

Of these, 24,105 were redirected to the 
. Dead Letter parties, 21,881 were destroyed, 5,164 
Office . finally disposed of as dead, 3,059 directed 

< to the Postal Department and 658 returned 

to. the Cochin Anchal Department. Eighty-five articles were 
returned to the senders, as they were without address, and 48 
articles to the addressees at their request. 
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9. The total length of the Anchal mail lines at the end of 
1105 was 1390 3/8 miles or 18 miles more than in the previous 

year. The transport of mails was carried 

Anchal Mail out by railway for 110J miles, by motor bus 
Lines. service 329^ miles, by motor boat service 18 

miles and by runner service 932 5/8 miles. 

10. The number of complaints for disposal during the t year 
was 277, of which 272 were disposed of and the remaining 5 

were under enquiry. The result of the 

Miscellaneous. disposal was that in 77 cases the subordi¬ 
nates concerned were punished and the 
remaining 195 cases were found to be groundless. One sub¬ 
ordinate of the department was dismissed, the services of 4 were 
dispensed with, 13 were suspended and several fined. During 
the year, 9,692 small packets of quinine were sold from the 
Anchal Offices, the value realised from the above being 
Rs.432-19-0. The Anchal departmental examination was held in 
abeyance as in the previous year, as there were a good number 
of passed candidates who had not been absorbed into the 
department. 

11. The pay of the executive and ministerial staff of the 
department was revised with effect from 1st Chingom"! 105. : 

Of the 9 Inspectors in the department, two 
Revision of pay were in the first grade on Rs. 100-5-125 
of the staff and seven in the second grade on Rs. 75- 

4-95- The scale of pay of the lower 
grade Inspectors was revised and raised to Rs. 75-5-100, and 
the local allowance which the Inspector attached to the 
Superintendent’s office was getting was raised from Rs. 15 to 
R s : 20. In the case of the ministerial staff, the Anchal masters 
and clerks were included in the same cadre and the pay of the 
lowest grade was raised from Rs. 1 5 to Rs. 20. The number 
of masters and clerks was increased from 314 to 320 and the 
number in the several grades was so fixed as to have 3 hands on 
Rs-. 70,' 5 on Rs. 60, 12 on Rs. 50, 30 : on Rs. 40, 50 on 
Rs. 35, 80,on Rs. 30, 80 on Rs. 25 and 60 on Rs. 20. The 
rate of .allowance granted to masters of non-departraental offices 
was also enhanced from Rs. 7 to Rs. 10. ■ 
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12. The gloss receipts of the department rose from 
Rs. 4.03,678 in 1104 to Rs. 4,16,925 in 1105 and the working 

expensesfromRs. 3,40,715 to Rs. 3,83,068, 

Receipts and inclusive of the amount debited to the 

Expenditure. department for stamps, stationery and 

printing. The net receipts of the department 
during 1105 was Rs. 33,857, against Rs. 62,963 during the 
previous year. 

The Mint. 

13. The Travancore Mint was established in 965 M. K. 
(1 789-90) at Padmanabhapuram and issued at first gold coins 

called Anantharayan fanams, silver chack- 

General. rams and copper cash. The Mint was perman¬ 

ently transferred to Trivandrum in 1824 a. n. 
The history of Travancore coins dates back to remote antiquity 
far earlier than the date of establishment of the Mint. Gold, 
silver, zinc and copper coins were once in circulation. Travan¬ 
core gold coins have long ceased to be legal tender. The 
existing currency is described in Chapter 1. 

14. The Mint is in the immediate charge of the Superinten¬ 
dent, Stamp Manufactory and the department 

Control. is under the administrative control of the 

Financial Secretary to Government. 

1 5. There was neither copper nor silver coinage during the 
year. But a sum of Rs. 64,354 was 

Minting. advanced during the year for purchasing 

silver for minting silver coins in the ensuing 
year. 

16 , There were no receipts during the year. The cost of the 
establishment (subsistence allowance) and 

Expenditure. of maintenance of the machines and buildings 
amounted to Rs. 764. 
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1 7. The following table shows the Sirkar coins assumed to 
be in circulation. 

Coins in Cir¬ 
culation- 



18. The details of Sirkar as well as of British Indian silver 
coins cut by the Treasury Officers during the 
Coins cut. year are shown in the subjoined statement:— 
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19. A few of the Mint employees who were in receipt of 
subsistence allowance were absorbed in suitable vacancies in 
other departments and the men so absorbed 
Miscellaneous. were given their former substantive pay in 
the Mint in their new appointments, as 

a special case. 

Government Press. 

*• Superintendent. Mr. J. J. Chandy. 

20. The Government Press was first organised about the 
year 1836. The first press in the State was established in 1820 

by the Nagercoil Mission ; and three year s 
General. later, the Kottayam Mission Press was 

started. The Government Press and the 
Press attached to the Central Prison are under the professional 
control and supervision of the Superintendent, Government Press. 
The labour employed in the Central Prison Press is supplied, 
from amongst the convicts, by the Superintendent, Central Prison. 
In addition to the Government Gazette published every Tuesday 
the most important items of work done by the Government Press 
in conjunction with the Central Prison Press are the printing of 
the Statistical Volume, the State Administration and the Depart¬ 
mental Reports, the forms, etc., required by the several depart¬ 
ments, and the Proceedings of the Legislative Council and of 
the Sri Mulam Popular Assembly. 

21. Among the important machines purchased during the year 
were a Wire Stitching machine, a Guillotine Cutting machine, a 

Perfection Wharfedale machine and a 
Machinery and Metal Pot Heating Unit. The total value 

Plant. of fresh' plant and type added to stock 

during the year was Rs. 13,859. The 
total value of plant at the end of the year, after allowing the 
usual percentage of depreciation, stood at Rs. 1,90,376. 

22. The composing branch of the Government Press set 
36,684 standard pages of foolscap folio, including the pages 

allowed on account of time spent on author’s 
Out-turn. corrections, against 36,033 pages during the 

previous year. The total number of impres¬ 
sions struck was 22,684,255, against 13,487,570 in the year 



GOVERN MEJST Pi 


255 


X.V.] 

previous. The binding branch executed work to the value of 
Rs. 40,847 against Rs. 32,656 during 1104. The total value 
of printing and binding done rose from Rs. I '62 lakhs in 1104 
to Rs. 1 '90 lakhs. The total cost of printing in connection with 
the Sri Mulam Popular Assembly and the several sessions of 
the Legislative Council was Rs. I 5,368 against Rs. 13,721 in 
1104. Calculations show that, for every rupee spent during the 
vear, the Press was able to turn out Rs. 1 '7 worth of work. 

23. The number of subscribers to the full Government 
Gazette rose from 1,054 in 1104 to 1,195 in 1105 and the 

number of free issues also rose from 496 to 
Gazette. 507. Departmental sheets were subscribed 

for by 44 persons and supplied free to 
6,150 persons or institutions. Realisations on account of 
advertisement charges increased from Rs. 10,883 in 1104 to 
Rs. 11,360 in 1105. 

24, The receipts and expenditure of the department during 

1104 and 1105 are shown in the subjoined 
Receipts and statement.— 

Expenditure. 


Particulars. 

1104. 

1 1105. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Receipts 

'26,823 

29,759 

Expenditure 

Deduct cost debitable to 

1,12,006 

1,20,772 

Anchal Department 

Do. Malayalam and 

10,002 

10,650 

Sanskrit Manuscripts 
Do. cost of printing 
work done for 

1,327 

2,817 

Water Works 

Do. Electrical Depart¬ 
ment 


5,392 

1,962 

Met total expenditure 

1,00,677 

99,951 


The net expenditure on the department was Rs. 70,192 
against Rs. 73,854 in the previous year. 
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Stationery. 

25. The subjoined statement shows the receipts and ex¬ 
penditure under Stationery during the iast three years :— 


Particulars. 1103 1104 1105 



. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Receipts 

3,538 

773 

6,778 

Expenditure 

2,44,582 

1,83,160 

2,22,744 

Deduct cost debitable to 

Anchal Department, 
Printing Sanskrit and 
Malayalam Manuscripts 

8,865 

i 

8,607 ! 

12,617 

Net expenditure 

2,35,717 

l 

1,74,553 

2,10,127 


26. Purchases to the value of Rs. 2,32,186 were made in 
1105 against Rs. 1,61,460 in 1104. The value of the articles 

issued to the several departments amounted 
S lock and. Issue, to Rs. 2,42,651 against Rs. 2,07,672 in 
the previous year. The stock in hand at 
the close of the year was Rs. 1,71,871, against Rs. 1,82,337 
at the close of 1104. The standardization of the printed forms 
of three departments was taken up, and some progress was 
made in the work. 

Presses and Publications. 

27. There were at the end of the year 140 printing presses 
in the State, against 129 in 1104. The number of books 
published from the presses was 699, of which 1.62 were publica¬ 
tions by Government. Of the 699 publications, 51'4 were in 
Malayalam, 169 in English, 5 in Tamil, 5 in English and Mala- 
yalam, 3 in English, Malayalam and Tamil and 3 in Sanskrit. 
As in the previous year, the majority of the private publications 
related to general literature, and the rest treated of religion, 
history, geography, education, medicine and miscellaneous 
matters. 
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28. There were 63 newspapers and 95 periodicals published 
in the State during the year, against 47 newspapers and 87 

periodicals in 1104. Of these, 52 were 
Newspapers and published in Malayalam, 29 in English, 53 
Periodicals. in English and Malayalam, 6 in Tamil, 5 

in English and Tamil, and 13 in English, 
Malayalam and Tamil. Of the newspapers in circulation, 10 
were daily, 9 tri-weekly, 6 bi-weekly, and 38 weekly publica¬ 
tions. Thirty-seven newspapers were devoted to general and 
political, 8 to.literary and political, 8 to social, 8 to miscellaneous, 
and 2 to legal topics. Of the periodicals, 8 were, published 
fortnightly, 71 monthly, 2 once in two months, 7 quarterly and 
7 once in four months. Five periodicals dealt with general and 
political, 32 with literary and educational, 17 with social, 3 with 
humorous, 2 with medical, 6 with miscellaneous, and 30 with 
religious matters. During the year under report, 25 licenses 
were issued to newspapers and periodicals, under Section 3 of 
the Travancore Newspapers Regulation, V of 1101. In 5 
cases, the license fees were refunded on the application of the 
licenses, as the newspapers had ceased publication and their 
licenses were revoked. The total number of newspapers and 
periodicals being published at the close of the year was 1 58. 

29. A Press Room was opened in 1915 with the object of 
affording accredited representatives of the Press in Travancore 

and outside facilities to keep themselves 
Press Room. correctly informed of the important admini¬ 
strative acts of Government. With a view to 
make the Press Room more useful, a senior clerk was placed in 
charge of it in 1925 in the place of an attender, the Legislative 
Secretary being in immediate control over the Press Room. 
Articles requiring attention used to be marked by him apd an 
abstract.of each was submitted to the Dewan. This arrange¬ 
ment was not considered sufficiently satisfactory or adequate. 
During the year under report, the work of the Press Room was 
enlarged and the staff strengthened by the addition of a clerk and 
a typist. Among the duties assigned to this staff was the examin¬ 
ation of the newspapers, marking important articles of interest on 
general administrative questions and submitting daily reports 
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i620 such reports were submitted in 1105. Cuttings of important 
articles bearing on administrative questions and policy were also 
prepared. 

Publication of Sanskrit Manuscripts. 

Curator. Mr- K, Sambasiva Sastri- 

30. The work of publishing old and rare Sanskrit manu¬ 
scripts was originally entrusted to the Principal of the Sanskrit 

College at Trivandrum. As this arrange- 
General. ment did not work satisfactorily, a sepa¬ 

rate department was organised in 1084 
M. E. (1908-09 A. n.) for the publication of valuable old 
manuscripts found in the Palace Granthapura and obtained 
from private libraries in the State. The books printed by the 
department are issued under the general heading “The Tri¬ 
vandrum Sanskrit Series” and are serially numbered. At the 
close of the year, the department for the publication of 
Malayalam and Ayurvedic manuscripts was amalgamated with 
this department, the combined department being designated the 
De mrtment for the Publication of Oriental Manuscripts. . 

31. During the year, fifteen works were taken up for public¬ 
ation, out of which four were examined completely and made 

ready for the press, and the remaining 
Work of the eleven works were in course of prepara- 

Depariment. tion. The department also prepared for 

the press 28,438 granlhas against 27,670 
in 1104. The following six works were published as Nos. 

100 to 105 of the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series during the year; — 

(i) Kavyaprakasa with two commentaries, oiz., Sampra- 
dayaprakasini of Sri Vidyacakravartin and Sahityacudamani of 
Bhattagopala. 

(ii) Aryabhatiya with the Bhasya of Nilakantha 
Somayaji—-Part I. 

(iii) Dattila by Dattila Muni. 

; ' (iv) Hamsasandesa with commentary. 
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(v) Sambapancasik with commentary. 

(vi) Nithipradipa by Sidha Srikantba Sambu. 

32. The receipts of the department amounted to Rs. 715 

and the expenditure to Rs. 12,962. 

Receipts and 
Expenditure. 

Publication of Malayalam Manuscripts. 

Curator. Mr. K. Sambasioa Sastri. 

33. The Department [or the- Publication of Malayalam 
Manuscripts was organised in 1099 M. k. Two series of 

publications are issued by this department, 

General. one, the "Sri Mulam Malayalam Series” 

comprising Malayalam literary works of 
recognised value and the other styled the “Sri Vanchi Setu 
Lakshmi Series” comprising works on astronomy, astrology, 
and Ayurveda. At the close of the year, the department was 
amalgamated with the department for the publication of Sanskrit 
Manuscripts and the combined department was styled the De¬ 
partment for the Publication of Oriental Manuscripts. 

: 34. During the year, twelve works were taken up for pre¬ 
paration, out of which seven were examined completely and 
made ready for the press, while the remain- 

Work of the ing five were in course of preparation. 

Department. The department also prepared [or the press 

17,527 granthas , against 14,715 in the 
year previous. The following five works, the first three of 
which are included in the “Sri Mulam Malayalam Series” and 
the last two in the “Sri Vanchi Setu Lakshmi Series” were 
published during the year: - 

(i) Kannassabharatam. 

(ii) Randubhasacampukkal. 

(iii) Visnugita (second edition). 

(iv) Balasankaram—Part II. 

(v) Kautaliyam;Bhasavyakhya—Part I. 

35. The receipts of the department amounted to Rs 215, 
and the expenditure to Rs. 7,008. 

Receipts and 
Expenditure • 



The Trivandrum Public Library. 

Honorary Secretary. Mr. C. V. Chandrasekhar an, M. A., 
iOxon.}, F. R. H. S. 

36. The Trivandrum Public Library has been in existence 
for the past 81 years. It was originally open only lo a select 

few, but was thrown open to the general 
General. public in 1898. The building in which the 

Library is housed was constructed in com¬ 
memoration of the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen 
Victoria. The management of the Library is vested in a com¬ 
mittee appointed by the Government. Any person resident in 
Travancore may become a member or a subscriber. Admission 
to the general reading room is free. 

37, The number of members rose from 214 in 1104 to 231 
in 1105, but there was a fall in the number of subscribers, from 

465 in 1104 to 447 in 1105. The general 
W orking of the reading room continued to be attractive to the 
Institution. public. The average number of readers 

' per month rose from 3,391 to 3,492. The 

total number of books at the end of the year was 28,823 or 
747 volumes more than the number at the beginning of the year. 
The number of volumes issued during the year was 26,548 
against 26,674 issued during the previous year. Amongst the 
books issued, those on fiction had, as in previous years, the 
largest circulation, followed by economics and politics and soci¬ 
ology, general prose, biography and memoirs and letters and 
philosophy and religion. The Library received during the. year 
100 periodicals, both Indian and foreign, besides the Travancore 
Government Gazette and other publications, supplied free of 
subscription. There was only one affiliated . mofussil library 
against two in 1104, in spite of the fact that the rates of monthly 
subscription had been reduced from Rs. 3 to R s . 2 for all aided 
libraries. 
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38. The receipts from the Library during the year amounted 
to Rs. 5,082 against Rs. 4,970 in 1104, and the expenditure in¬ 
creased from Rs. 12,295 to Rs. 14,784, the 
Receipts and net cost to Government during the year being 
Expenditure. Rs. 9,702, against Rs, 7, 325 in 1104. 


Archaeological Department. 

Archaeological Superintendent. Mr. R. Vasudeoa 

Puduval, B. A. 

39. With a view to the collection and investigation of the 
available data relating to the political and economic history 

and the enthnology of the country, the 
General. Government sanctioned the establishment of 

an Archaeological Department in 1071 M. E. 
The work of the department is embodied in the Travancore 
Archaeological Series published from time to time. 

40. The preparation of the Archaeological Map of the State 
commenced during the previous year was completed. A start 

was made, during the year, in the compiia- 
Work done. tion of a list of antiquities based on the 
achievements made in the past and on the 
information available from other sources, to -erve as the work¬ 
ing basis for the proposed archaeological survey of the State. 
Notable progress was made in listing topographically the inscrip¬ 
tions published up to date and those awaiting publication. The 
compilation of a list of the ancient monuments in the State, both 
Government and private, was also undertaken along with this. 
Some progress was made in the study of architecture in Kerala. 
Attention was also bestowed on the study and interpretation of 
the ancient sculpture and jewelry of temples in the State. Ex¬ 
haustive information was also gathered, chiefly by the examination 
of the old documents in the Central Vernacular Records, Tri¬ 
vandrum, about two ancient institutions of Kerala, .viz., the 
“ Sanketarns”, i. e., religious corporations exercising temporal 
powers," and '"Cangadoim” i- e., military organizations of mer-' 
cenaries for police and defence purposes. Epigraphy, which 
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was the main concern of the department in the past and under 
which fairly exhaustive work had been done, was not completely 
lost sight of. One set of copper plates, in Sanskrit language and 
in Nagari character, belonging to the Vijayanagara King Venkata- 
pati, was deciphered by the department, and twelve lithic inscrip¬ 
tions were copied and transcribed. Seventeen old Olai docu¬ 
ments and some Mathilafcam granthaoaries were also tran¬ 
scribed and their contents examined during the year. Fair pro¬ 
gress was also made in the compilation of the bibliography of the 
sources of Travancore history, undertaken in the previous year. 
Accounts of the Vattakkotta Fort and the Leepuram Port were 
prepared by the department. During the year, Vol. VII, Part I, 
of the Travancore Archaeological Series was printed and made 
ready for distribution. An Archaeological Sheet was added to 
the Traoancore Government Gazette during the year, with a 
view to awaken public interest in archaeological work. 

41. The expenditure on the department amounted in 1105 
to Rs. 6,264 against Rs. 4,591 in 1104. 

Expenditure . 


Museum and Public Gardens. 


Honorary Director. Mr.K.P. Padmanabha Menon, B. .A, 
B. Sc. (Hon.) (London \ A. C. C. I. 
and D. /. C„ A. M. /. Mech. E., 
A. M. I. E. (India). 

42. The Museum was originally started in about the 
year 1853 and was located in its present site in 1880. The 
object of the foundation was to encourage 
Early History, science and art. The Public Gardens 
came into existence in 1859. Soon after, 
a zoological section was added by transferring to it the Maha 
Raja’s private menagerie. The institution as it exists today is 
the growth of over half a century, and it has been giving instruc¬ 
tion and pleasure to several thousands of people every year. 
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43. The Museum continued to be popular. The total 
number of visitors during the year was 712,793, i. e., very 

nearly double that of the previous year, which 
Number of was 432,417. The increase was mainly 
Visitors. due to the fact that large crowds of visitors 

came to the Capital in connection with the 
Viceregal visit and the sexennial Murajapara ceremony in the 
Padmanabhaswami temple. A similar record has also been 
established in respect of the largest attendance on a single 
day, which was 49,733, against 29,783 in 1104. The 
daily average attendance was 2,299 and the total number 
of visitors on Wednesday, the day reserved for female 
visitors, was 32,148 against 29,255, during the previous year. 
The total number of animals at the beginning of the year 
was 390, distributed among 125 mammals. 
Number of 217 birds, 28 reptiles and 20 fishes. 
Animals■ The number of animals newly added during 

the year by purchase, presentation and local 
breeding was 45, while the disposals by death and sale 
numbered 38. 

44. The receipts of the department amounted to Rs. 2,167 
and the expenditure to Rs. 46,090 against Rs. 3,854 and 

Rs. 43,614 respectively during the previous 
Receipts and year. 

Expenditure. 


Observatory. 

Government Meteorologist. Mr. V. S ivaramafcrishna 
Aiyar, M. A. 

Government Astronomer. Dr. H. Subrahmanya 

Aiyar, M. A., Ph. D. {London). 

45. The Observatory, Trivandrum, was first established in 
1836 during the reign of His Highness the Swati Tirunal 
(1829-47). The institution was intended 
General. to give an impetus to science by taking 

advantage of the fact that the Magnetic 
Equator passed through the State. Mr. Caldecott, the then 
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Commercial Agent at Alleppey, who originated the idea, was 
the first Government Astronomer and he was succeeded by 
Mr. J. A. Broun, F. R. S., who fitted up the institution for 
magnetic and meteorological observations. The observations 
were subsequently confined to meteorology. From the year 
1 103, the institution was divided into two independent sections, 
oiz-, the Meteorological and the Astronomical Sections. 

46. Meteorological observations were made daily and the 
results reduced and tabulated. Daily weather telegrams were 
despatched to the meteorological officers at 

Meteorological Poona and Madras. Besides the usual 

Work,■ messages, 176 special weather telegrams 

were sent to Poona on requistion, and 138 
messages were received from Poona giving details of suspicious 
weather in the Bay and the Arabian Sea areas adjacent to Tra- 
vancore. In a recent circular, the Indian Meteorological Depart¬ 
ment has included Trivandrum among the fourteen reporting 
stations, out of two hundred, which did not make any mistake 
either in recording observations or in preparing weather telegrams, 
and this will testify to the care with which meteorological obser¬ 
vations are conducted and the satisfactory conditions in which 
the instruments are being maintained. The number of depart¬ 
mental rain gauges continued to be 77 as in the previous year. 
The results of the record of rainfall during the year have already 
been stated under “ Season and Rainfall ” in Chapter ViII. 
The pilot balloon observations, started during the previous year 
at the instance of the India Meteorological Department, were 
continued during the year. The work is done according to the 
instructions issued from time to time by the Upper Air Section 
of the above department, and Trivandrum is now one among the 
twenty.-seven stations in India, including Burma, supplying daily 
upper air. data for the forecasting section of the department. 
Besides the daily morning flights between 7 A. M. and 8 A. M„ 
special ascents are also made during disturbed weather in the 
evening hours. Besides these, on certain days “ International 
ascents ” are conducted, when a more extensive programme of 
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work is carried out with specially prepared large size balloons, 
simultaneously with a number of other nations and the results are 
mutually exchanged for a more complete study of the subject. 
During the year, there were 268 routine ascents, 56 special 
ascents in the evenings and 16 international ascents. The average 
heights reached by the balloons were 2'6 miles, 1 '6 miles and 3'9 
miles, respectively, for the above three types of ascents. The 
maximum height reached during the year was on an international 
ascent day, when the balloon was followed up to a height 
of 7 ‘6 miles. 

47. The number of star observations made with the transit 
circle for standardising local time was 106 against 128 in the 
previous year. The decrease was due to bad 

Astronomical weather conditions, but it was made up for 

Work- by the availability of the alternative 

method of determining local time with the 
help of the wireless set. The proposal to make automatic 
arrangements for gun fire by electrical control from the Obser¬ 
vatory itself, with a view to minimise the error in the firing of 
the time guns, was dropped, but it is hoped that this could be 
achieved with the inauguration of the Telephone Scheme in the 
town. Weekly publications of astronomical notes on local mean 
time of rising, setting, and meridian passage of the sun, the moon 
and all the planets and their respective positions in the heavens 
at local mean noon, were made in advance in the Government 
Gazette as usual. During the year, several batches of students 
from colleges and institutions in and outside Travancore visited 
the Observatory in order to gain practical knowledge on the 
use of the several astronomical instruments for the study of 
celestial bodies. The Government Astronomer was deputed to 
the Observatory at Kodaikanal for a period of one month to 
familiarise himself with the working of that institution and to 
study the working of the various instruments there. 
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48. The total expenditure on account of the Observatory 

amounted to Rs. 6,339 in 1105 against 

Expenditure. Rs. 9,091 in 1104. 

State Life Insurance. 

49. With a view to enable public servants, especially those 
in the subordinate grades of the service, to make provision for 

their families, a scheme of State Life Insur- 

General- ance was started in 1073- The rules now 

in force were introduced from Edavam 1099. 
The benefits of the scheme are confined to employees in pension¬ 
able service and insurance is optional. 

50. The State Life Insurance Fund is administered by the 

Financial Secretary to Government. 

Control. 

51. There were 860 policies in force at the commencement 
of the year. Three proposals were pending at the close of 1104 

and 12 fresh proposals were received during 

Proposals and 1105. Out of these 15 proposals, policies 
Policies. were issued in the case of 7 proposals. 

Two had to be dropped owing to the pro¬ 
posers' inability to give satisfactory proof of age, one had to be 
rejected being medically declared unfit and two lapsed on account 
of non-payment of first premium. The remaining three proposals 
were pending at the close of the year for want of age certificates. 
Thus on the whole there were 867 policies in force during the 
year. Of these, 28 policies were removed from the registers, 

17 having matured by age, 5 by death and 6 by payment of the 
surrender value. The total number of policies in force at the 
end of 1105 was 839. 

52. Including the 5 pending claims, 17 claims were con¬ 
sidered during the year. Fourteen claims were settled in 

the course of the year, leaving a balance of 

Claims. three, of which two were pending for want 

of succession certificates and one due to the 
delay in rectifying errors in the realisation of premia. 
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53. The accounts of the Fund for 1105 are shown in the 
subjoined statement— 

Fund Account. 



Savings Banks. 


54. Savings Bank business is conducted in all the State 
treasuries and in the more important Anchal Offices. In the 
year under report, Savings Bank work was 
General. introduced in 3 more Anchal Offices, thus 

raising the number of Anchal Offices doing 
Savings Bank business from 101 in 1104 to 104 in 1105. 
Besides ordinary accounts which members of the general public 
are allowed to open, security accounts are allowed to Government 
contractors and Government servants, who have to furnish 
security for their posts and public accounts are permitted in 
the case of municipalities, co-operative societies and public 
bodies-and institutions conducted for purposes other than the 
'personal advantage of the contributors or administrators con¬ 
cerned, ■ Fixed deposit accounts for six months or one year are 
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also allowed in the case of Municipalities and Devaswoms 
having personal deposit accounts at treasuries. This concession 
to open fixed deposit accounts was extended to the Trivandrum 
Central Co-operative Bank with the further privilege of drawing 
against fixed deposits by arrangement with the Account Officer, 
subject to interest for drawings against fixed deposits not being 
less than 1 per cent, above the rate fixed for such deposits. The 
total amount which may be deposited at interest in an ordinary 
account is limited to Rs. 2,000 in a year and to Rs. 10,000 at 
any time. The limit in the case of public accounts is Rs. 20,000, 
except in the case of the Trivandrum Central Co-operative Bank 
which is allowed to deposit up to Rs. 1 lakh at 2 per cent, 
interest for deposits above Rs. 20,000. There is no limit to the 
amount of a security or fixed deposit account. 

55. The rate of Savings Bank interest of Rs. 4-0-8 per cent, 
per annum allowed on the minimum rupee balance of running 

accounts between the sixth and the close of 
Interest, the month for ordinary, security and public 

accounts remained unchanged during the 
year. The public now earn interest even for a monthly balance 
of Re, I ; but (a) any interest earned below chs. 7 in a year is 
' neglected ; and (6) when the interest exceeding chs. 7 has been 
earned, the calculation is made to the nearest one-eighth of a 
rupee. The rate of interest of 4 per cent, per annum on fixed 
deposits remained the same, but these fixed deposits are to be 
allowed only in multiples of Rs. 100. 

56. The total balance of deposits went up from Rs. 7428 
lakhs at the commencement of the year to Rs. 75‘38 lakhs at its 

close and the number of accounts also rose 
Volume of from 62,687 to 67,383. The amount of 
Business, interest paid also rose from Rs. 2'54 lakhs 

* in 1 (04 to Rs, 2'67 (nkhs in 1105, 
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57. The transactions of the year are shown in the sub¬ 
joined statement. A statement showing the 
Progress of closing balance of the preceding four years 
Business . is also appended for comparison : — 

(Figures are 


in la^hs of rupees.) 
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cuNsirs. 


[CHAI\ 




There has been a marked rise in the closing balance from 
Rs. 29-20 lakhs in 1096 to Rs. 75-39 lakhs in I 105 and in the 
number of accounts from 27*9 thousands to 67' 5 thousands 
during the last decade. This is a clear indication that the Savings 
Banks are becoming not only useful to the masses but also more 
and more popular. 


Census. 

Census Commissioner. Rao Sahib Dr. /V. Kunjan 
Pillau M. A., B. Sc. Ph. D. 

58. At the instance of the Government of India, special 
arrangements were made during the year to conduct the census 
of 1931 along with the all-India decennial census. Dr. N. fCun- 
jan Pillai, Director of Agriculture and Fisheries, was appointed 
Census Commissioner, from the 22nd Thulam 1105, without 
prejudice to his duties and he held the combined charge for the 





rest of the year. He was given a staff, consisting of a Manager, 
a stenographer, four clerks, a duffadar and four peons during the 
year. All operations connected with the census were given legal 
sanction by Regulation III of 1105 and a general plan of the 
census operations, together with a calendar showing the dates of 
commencement and termination of each operation, was published 
in the Government. Gazette lor the information of those concerned. 
Appointment of census officers, house-listing, house-numbering 
and codification of instructions were also made. Steps have also 
been taken to conduct an ethnographic survey of primitive tribes 
and to collect certain statistics relating to the economic condition 
of the people. 


V. S. SUBRAHMANYA A1YAR, 

Dewan. 

Huzur Culckerry, 

T rioandrum. 

The 26th February, 1931. 






GLOSSARY. 


Adhipati,— Chief. 

Agrasala. — Feeding house attached to the Sri Padmanabhaswami 
temple at the Capital. 

AUom. —Salt-pan. 

Asan. —Village schoolmaster. 

Ayacut. —Permanent record showing the final results of land rev¬ 
enue settlement. 

Ayurveda. —The ancient medical science of the Indians. 

Brahmaswom. —Properties belonging to Malayala Brahmins. 

Brahmaswom Tanatu. —Jemnarn lands which are exempt from 
tax so long as they remain unalienated, in the hands of the 
original Brahmin jenmies. 

Chattavariola. —(Lit. A cadjan writ containing a law of the 
State). A collection of rules and laws framed for the guid¬ 
ance of Sirkar Officers. 

Chowkey. —Customs-house.' 

Devaswom. —Temple. 

Devaswom Tanatu. —Jenmam lands belonging to Devaswom* 
■which are exempt from tax so long as they remain unalieu- 
ated, in the hands of the original Devaswoms. 

DewanjPeishkar.— Officer in charge of a Revenue Division. 

Edavaka. — A free-hold estate paying no revenue to Government. 

Ettuveetil Pillamar.— (Lit. Nayars belonging to eight families.) 
The feudal chiefs in ancient Travancore. 

G ranthavarl.— Old records in cadjan leaves. 

Hundi. —Money order 1 . 

Japadakshina.— Pay and perquisites given to Brahmins for the 
performance of special religious services in temples and 
palaces. 

Jenmi.— A. landlord who holds land in absolute free-hold and not 
normally liable to payment of tax to the Sirkar. 

Jenmibhogam — Jenmi’s share. 

Jenmam land. -Land held by a jenmi. 

Kanapattam . —A demise of jenmam land made or renewed by the 
jenmi. 

Kandukristai lands.— Home-farm lands of the Sovereign. 
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Kari Lands.-—Peatlands bordering on the ba'ekwaters in North 
Travancore. 

Kudikars.—Devadasis. 

Kudivaram.—Licensee’s share (or value thereof) of the salt manu-' 
factured in monopoly factories. 

Kudivila.—The owner’s share of the value of ‘Royal’ trees standing 
on private lands. 

Kudiyan.—A tenant who holds land either from the Sirkar or from 

Marumakkattayam.—A system of inheritance prevalent in Malabar 
under which property descends in the maternal line from 
uncle to nephew. 

Melvaram.—Government’s share (or value thereof) of the salt 
manufactured in the monopoly factories. 

lYUchavaram.—The residual rent payable annually by a Kudiyan 
to the jenmi. 

Neet.—Commission issued under the Ruler’s Sign Manual. 

Oottupura.—Feeding house. 

Pakuthi.—The lowest unit of land revenue administaition. 

Pandaravaka.—Lands in respect of which the Sirlrar is in the 
position of a landlord and which are held by the ryots on 
various kinds of tenure derived directly from the Sirkar. 

Pandarapattani.—A variety of Pandaravaka tenure originally in 
the nature of a lease from the Sirkar, but under which 
the holders now enjoy full proprietary rights and the lands 
are private, heritable, saleable and otherwise transferable 
property. 

Patasala.—School. 

Pathivus.—Scales of expenditure for daily, monthly and annual 
ceremonies in temples. 

Pattam.—Rent. 

Pokkuvaravu.—Transfer of registry or the recording of changes in 
the names of landholders for the purpose of collection of 

Poramboke.—XJaassessed lands forming the property of Govern¬ 
ment or used or reserved for public purposes or for the com¬ 
munal use of villag ers. 

Proverthlkar.—A subordinate of the Land Revenue Department 
under the Tahsildar, in charge of a pakuthi. 

Puduval,—Government lands available for assignment. 

Punja.—Low-lying wet lands in North Travancore which lie sub¬ 
merged in water and are drained off and cultivated once 
a year or once in two years. 

Rajabhogam.—(King’s share) a light rate or quit-rent levied by the 
Sirkar in the qase of lamjs held on favourable tenures. 
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Satrams.—Rest- houses. 

Sripadam lands.—Lands forming the hereditary domain of the 
Ranis of Travancore. 

Tahsildar,—A Revenue officer subordinate to a Dewan Pelshtar 
and in charge of a taluk. 

Taluk—A unit of land revenue administration consisting of 
several pakuthies. 

Taravila.—Ground value. 

Tiruvabharanams.—Jewels belonging to Devaswoms. 

Utsavam.—A periodical festival held in a Devaswom. 

Vaidyasala. —Dispensary conducted according to the Ayurvedic 
system. 

Vaidyan.—Physician following the Ayurvedic system of treatment- 

Virippu .—A class of wet lands in North Travancore scattered 
among the low hills and slopes and occupying the area 
between the backwaters and the Ghats- 
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